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Letter from the editor 

For better birding, lParn your trees 

As my sister, Laurel Ann Kaiser, and I studied the differences 
between pines, firs, llild spruces at Lyons Woods in Lake County lasL 
fall, I heard the lovely melody of the bird I had come to find. I looke<.l 
up and a Myadestes townsendi was perched like a star on a Chrisunas 
u·ee atop an Abies concolor. In layman's terms, 11rnt's a Townsend's 
Solitaire sitting on a white fir. 

Knowing the identity of U1e u·ee upon wl1ich my lifer sat greaUy 
enhanced the experience, and furt11er explained why Ulis western bird 
who lives in coniferous forest a:nd momuainou regions was there. 
Lyons Woods, a former nursery replete wilh conifers, is now a Lake 
Counly ForestPreserve. And lhatmeansif a Townsend s Solitaire found 
the area a safe haven, birders might also discover olhcr interesting birds 
there such as Pine Grosbeaks and While-winged Crossbills in winter. 

The reason I knew Lhe tree llild its Latin nmne was because I took a 
tree identification course last fall (and also got some help from my 
sister, who's getting a horticulture degree, and David Johnson, who 
knows his trees almost as well as he knows his birds and alerted me to 
U1e solitaire's presence). 

I learned 122 trees in my class and I'm excited about how my 
birding skills can improve because of that knowledge. For instance, late 
last summer. I walked thrn11gh Wright Woods in Lake Cotmty and 
stumbled upon a tree swarming with birds - robins, Swainson's 
Thrushes, Cedar Waxwings, a Brown Thrasher. The birds were eating 
the fruit from a Pruntes serotina, a black cherry tree. This Illinois native 
species produces fruit in late summer - perfccl tinting for lhe migra11Ls. 
.I knew it wa a black cheny by lh potal0-ch1p like bark; shiny green, 
oblong serrated leave · and reddlsb buds. T .remember exactly where 
the black cherry ii; and know where the birds will be next fall. Also, 
learning lo identify trees by examining them up close for bud color and 
shape and whether the leaves and buds are tomenlose or glabrous, can 
translate to better birding observaliou skills. 

Another advantage to knowing your trees is that when bird life is 
scarce, you c�m enjoy the plant life as I did when I compared Carpinus 
carotil1iana (hornbeam) wilh Ostrya virginiana (American hophorn 
beam) alR er on Woods last fall. As I enjoyert lhP- mn1n1"ting smonth, 
gray flute-like ridges of the hornbeam's bark with the thin, long strips 
of the hophombearn's bark. lo and behold, a Bl�c.k-throatcd Blue 
Warbler appeared. 

Learning your trees, as well as other plants, will make your birding 
trip more meaningful and hopefully remind you thai. hinis 'Ire one part 
of the bigger picture, a natural world that must be preserved. 

· .. . .. . 



President's Message 

Many active birders began pur­
suing their avian interests when they 

were young and introduced to the 
natural world by an older friend, 

family member, or teacher. They 
were often led in spring beyond I.he 

local neighborhood into an area 

teeming with migraling birds hook­

ing them into a lifelong passion. 

For the long-term viability of 

IOS, we need to encourage the 
younger generation to begin explor­

ing the world of birds. Taking your 
child, a nephew, a niece, a neigh­
bor's child out into your backyard 
and pointing out some common birds 
is one way to start. I'm planning an 

IOS field trip in spring geared to 
the youth. Those of you interested 
in leading similar field trips, let me 
know. Perhaps we can find more 
ways to get the younger set interes­
ted in the joys of birding. 

About our cover: 

Karen A. Becker drew the cover illus­
tration of the Whirnbrcl, a rare Illinois 

migrant. Becker works in her Wheaton, 
IL and Baileys Harbor, WI homes doing 
botanical and ornilhological artwork. 

She accepts commissions and can he 
reached at: 1582 Burr Oak Court, 
Wheaton, IL 60187 or by calling 

708.668.3838, x. 4531. 
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A Gathering of Strangers: 
The Biology and Ecology of Colonial Heronries 

A heronry is a complicated 
biological organization where birds 
iu U1e order Ciconiiformes (herons, 

egrets, ibis, spoonbills) gather to 

mate, breed, and then raise their 

young. These birds are largely colo­
nial breeders, I.bat is, they breed in 
physical proximity to other birds 

rather than nesting alone.1 They are 
nlnr.. ,.,,,....,.....: ...... 11,.T "'"_.,.,,...,,.,...,__:,,.,,,,,.. ..... �..-l t-1-.,..-..-.-. 
u..a.:>v .;:,v'-'J..UU.J Q..LVQ£U..LVU� CUIU- UJVlV .. 

fore breed not only in the company 

of iheir own species, but also along­
side and even in the same tree wil.b 
other species. It is this feature which 

makes a heronry a gathering of 

strangers. Consider, for example, the 

heronry of Cypress Island Preserve 
in Lafayette, Louisiana, which in the 

122 

spring of 1994 had breeding White 

Ibis, Little Blue Heron, Cattle Egret, 
Great Egret, Snowy Egret, Roseace 

Spoonbill, Black-crowned Night­
Heron, and Yellow-crowned Night­

Heron.2 

Why Heronries Exist 

If avian behavior serves the 

function of helping I.be species sur­
vive, what roles do heronries play? 
Colonies likely exist as a response to 
the pressures of breeding. For in­

stance, colonies protect birds and 

their young from predators simply 
because there is strength in numbers. 

by William Moskoff 

The larger the number of birds in a 

colony, the more likely a predator will 
be observed by a member of the colony 

who can tlien rouse oilier residents. 

A large colony can serve as a defen­
sive strategy because tlie successful 

predation of a single bird signals a 
warning to the rest of the colony. 

Colonies may also function to pro­

vide easy foraging. Young, inexperi­
enced birds may find it wortliwhile 
to roost near older birds who know 

where nourishment exists. But what 
do the older birds obtain from L'1is 
increased competition for food? Re­
search suggests that the younger birds 

offer increased protection from preda­
tors (Ehrlich et al 1988). 

Meadowlark 



Colonality also helps attract 
mates. Draulans (1988) found a high 

relationship between coloniality and 
conspicuous coloring, diurnal activ­
ity, and breeding above ground. These 
three factors make birds more nolice­

able and therefore potentially aurac­
ti ve to other birds. 

Colony Size and Nest­
Site Characteristics 

The quesLion of how many indi­

viduals should be in a colony is closely 

connccled to the matter of nest-site 
selecLion. One detenninant of where 
birds reside will be the number of 
potential nesting locations, alU10ugh 
competition for sites will place some 
upper limit on U1e number ofbreeding 
birds in the colony. In addition, the 
amounl of local food resources con­
strains colony size. This is more 
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difficult to measure because the food 
resources available to colonial birds 
are usually not convenienlly concen­

trated in a single spot, but rather arc 
widely scattered (Gibbs et al. 1987). 

A recent review article that syn­

thesizes a great deal of literature on 

this subject gives several reasons why 
colony sizes vary (Brown, Stutchbury 
and Walsh 1990). One idea is that 

birds disperse themselves in an "ideal 
free disttibution." In other words, left 

to their own devices, birds of equal 
capabilities examine alternative nest­
ing sites and select a colony size such 
that the payoff for all birds is the 
same. For example, U1e size of a 
colony may reflect the mnountof food 
available within the maximum forag­
ing range of colony residents. In a 
study of Great Blue Herons, U1erc was 
a "significant positive coffelation be­
L ween colony size and the area of tidal 
and inland wetlands within 20 km of 

Heronry drawing by David Athans. 

the colonies"(Gibbsetal.1987). That 
is, the more food that was available 

nearby, the larger the colony. 

Other data suggest that optimum 
colony size varies for different indi­

viduals within the same species. 
Among herons, evidence exists that 
in large colonies, individuals have a 

higher average reproductive success, 

likely resulting from the social effect 
of being able to avoid predators within 

a large group. This raises the question 

of why herons would ever choose a 
small colony where they are less likely 
to produce successfully. It is specu­

lated that individual birds do not have 
"sufficient or reliable enough infor­
mation to make oplimal choices of 
colony size." (Brown, Stuchbury, and 
Walsh 1990). 

Regardless, in a real sense, every 
year birds must decide where to nest. 

In some years this decision is easier 
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tllan others, and for first time breed­
ers it is, by definition, a.l\vays a i1C"vv 
decision. It is important to under­

stand that there is no single perfect 
soimion for the colonizers. Some 

nest sites solve certain problems but 
leave others unsolved; there is an on­
going trade-off for the birds. For 
example, studies of nest-site charac­
teristics of Yellow-crowned Night­
Herons in coastal areas suggest that 
ihe bir<ls cfHJV8� ncsIB ihal minimize 

their vulnerability to predation and 
high temperatures such as positions 
iow iu lhe lree canopy (Burger 1978). 

Hut Yellow-crowned Night-herons in 
Missouri placed their nests away from 
I.he cemer of the u·ee and in the upper 
reaches of the canopy (Laubhan and 
Reid 1991). While this activity might 
expose the herons to avian predation, 
it reduces the like Ii hood of non-avian 
predation, such as rats and raccoons. 
Yellow-crowned Night-Herons also 
use different kinds of trees to accom­
plish different purposes. Some nest. 
in pines, which reduces the loss of 
tl1eir young Lo crows, while others use 
hardw o o d s ,  which reduce heat 
(Laubhan and Reid 1991). 

A study of Great Blue Herons 
asked '\�Jhefh_p.1· lhP h1rdC' C'":l"f\£1 �'f'\jC\.1"n" 

• -- •·•� �«�u u� • v� vuv•5J 

by choosing colonial nesting sites lo­
cated near foraging areas as opposed 
to nesting solitarily and therefore scat­
tered more uniformly around forag­
ing areas. Data showed lliat nesting 
colonies were !ocaled close to high­
quality local foragiug habitats so tllat 
iravel time iu !'egiu11al feeding areas 
was minimized (Gibbs 1991). Thus 
tllere was a positive co1Telation be­
tween the number of nests per colony 
and tile amount of nearby foraging 
area and a negative coITelation be­
tween tile number of nests in a colony 
anrl the distaocP. � hinl trnrl io flv tn wi 

Lo a wetland t�
-
f�;,���°(Gibb�

-,
1991)� 

Burger (1978) bas suggested that 
tbe competition for space is most no­
ticed in mixed species colonies. In a 
study conducted between 1972 and 

continued on page 126 
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Heron Colonies 
in Illinois 

by William Moskoff 

Today, a number of the 
Ciconiijormes (herons and U1eir al­
lies) which nest in Illinois are endan­
gered. These incl11rle the Great Egret, 

Snowy Egret, Little I3lue Heron 
Black-crowned NighL-IIeron, Lea�� 
Bittern, and Ameri�an Bittern. 

Systematic ln10wledge or heron 
colonies in Illinois did not exist be­
fon.: a study done by Richard and Jean 
Graber, covering the five year period 
of 1973-1977, was published in Illi­
nois Birds in 1Y78. Concerned about 
the substantial decrease in tl1e num­
bers of certain species, the Natural 
Heritage Division of the Illinois De­

parunenl of Conservation, now the 

Illinois Department of Natural Re­
sources, began an annual monitoring 
of tlle state's nesting herou popula­
tion. Smee then, and mmually since 
1983, observations of heronries in 
Illinois have been carried on by the 
same deparLment, largely under the 
supervision of Vernon Kleen. This 
brief overview of the status of heron­
ries in the state is glea:ne(l from lhe 
work of tl1ese three people. 

The earliest work hy lhe Graben; 

revealed disturbing declines in num­
bers for several species. Their esti­
mates of Great mue Heron nests for 
the four years of 1973-197 6 showed a 
drop of 12-18 percent each ycm·, from 
i,435 nests in 1973 lo only 865 m 

1976. There were 26 or 27 Great Blue 
Heron colonies ll1ey surveyed in U1e 
state during LhaL four year period, 

virtually all of them along llle state's 
major rivers. These birds had been 

victimized in part by natural calami-

ties such as floods, but rno.�tly they 
were threatened by man-made influ­
ences such as deforestation, tl1e drain­

ing of foraging areas, mid boating. 

Much l11e smne i.� true of the 
Great Egret. The species ' numbers 
seemed to fluctuate iu Tllinois in ways 
il1al mirrored ics nwnerical staLUs in 
the U.S. Some evidence suggested 
that Great Egrets were negatively af­
fected by hydrocarbon pol1111inn, ac­
counting in part for l11e decline in 
Illinois nests from 423 in 1973 to only 
101iii1976 (Graber 1978). 

The number of Clreat nl11G Her­
ons and colonies has increased since 
t11c Grabers' study of the l970s. Ill 
part this is due to the fact tlrnt. inland 
colonies have been censused and in 
part because the birds are doing much 
bener in the slate, ror reasons umt are 
not obvious. They seem to have 
adapted to the conditions they con­
front in the state. The same is true of 
lllc Great Egret. 

In the 1993 Heron Colony Sur­

vey Report, tl1ere were 52 Great Blue 

l leron colonies and 26 Great Egret 

Meadowlark 



Great L'gre t in breeding 

plumage. Photos taken at  

Crabtree Nature Center, Cook 

Co. by Ken Oberlander. 

colonies. In 1993, there were about 

9,400 active Great I31ue Heron 

nests and about 1,625 active Great 

Egret nests. There were also two 

substantial colonies each of Little 

Blue Herons and Cattle Egrets 

each with about 500 nests. There 

were some 900 counted I3lack­

crowned Night-heron nests witl1 

two substantial groups not counted. 

The censuses are done both from 

Lhe air and from tl1e ground in an 

Vol. 4, No. 4 

effort to maximize the q uality of Lhe count. Whatever tl1e method, tl1erc are 

inherent difficulties in cen-susing tl1ese birds. Only Great Egrets and Great 

Blue Herons nest in tl1e open so tl1at it is relatively easy to survey tl1e birds from 

the air. It is difficult to count other species s uch as 

Little B lue Heron and Black-crowned Night-Herons because 

tl1ey nest below the tree canopy. And for similar reasons it is 

difficult to count Cattle Egrets, altllough tlleir striking white 

at least allows for a better estimate tl1an their darker bretl1ren. 

The problems witll aerial counts can be serious.  Indeed, some 

aerial counts have produced 50 percent less birds tl1an what 

was counted from the ground at tlle same site. 

It should be noted tllat it is difficull to get accurate counts 

for any given year and it is even more difficult to be certain 

abou t  Lhe comparability of counts between years. Herons 

abandon areas Lhey have used and move to oilier places. Their 

new colony may not be discovered. Other areas may be 

transitional due to less Lhan ideal nesting conditions. 

Recent data suggest an increase in tl1e numbers of some 

of the herons and egrets tl1at are on tl1e state-endangered 

species list. One must be cautious, however, because multiple 

potential assaults on tl1eir numbers continue to exist. Willi 

so much of Illinois' wetlands gone, tlle status of these birds 

may always be tenuous. 

Literature Cited 

Graber, Jean, Richm·d Graber and Ethelyn L. Kirk. 1978. 
Illinois Birds: Ciconiiformes, Illinois Natural History 

Survey, Biological Noles No. 109. 

Kleen, Vernon. 1983, 1984 and 1985, 1987, 1993. 
Illinois Heron Colony S urvey Reports. 
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Gathering of Strangers 
continued froni page 124 

1976, she asked how and why species 

partition the nesting territory. She 

found that the aggressive behavior of 

birds was tlle most critical detenni.-

nant of nest-site selection. She di­

vided heronries into areas of homo­

geneous versus heterogeneous veg­

etation. In both c ases, nest-site 

selection was not random. In all the 

vegetatively heterogenous colonies, 

birds nested on specific plants or on 

branches that were a certain distance 
from open area5 or had a definite 

degree of visibility. The most intri­

guing finding of the study was how 
birds distributed themselves in the 
vegetatively homogeneous colonies. 
Species "aligned themselves 

vertically in a particular order which 

correlated with body length" (Burger 

1978). In other words, the larger the 

bird, the higher up it was in the veg­

etation. The place chosen in the veg­

etation seemed Lo reflect the ease 

with which a bird could escape should 

a predator approach the nest site. If 

present in the colony, Great Blue 

Heron, as the largest of the species in 

the heronries, chose the highest place 

in a given nesting area. If Great Dlue 

Herons were not nesting, then Great 

Egret had the highest place in a tree. 

Wby did this pattern emerge? It 
could be because early arrivals at 

the nesting territory take the choic­
est spots, aggressive confrontations 

between birds ends with the largest 
bird victorious, or some combination 
of the two. 

Burger's studies showed that the 
arrival times bore no relation to nest 

height or the body size of a species. 

Rather, aggressive behavior played 

ihe decisive role in the ultimate nest 

site of a bird. Two types of evidence 

were offered. First, larger species 

won their battles with srnaller species 

and then defended the space around 

them. Second, late arriving larger 

species fought with smaller and ear-

126 

lier arriving species and displaced 

them from I.he most desirable nest 

sites. 

McCrimmon (1978) fonnd four 
variables important in nest-site selec­

tion: vegetation structure, nest acces­
sibility, protection, and distance from 

the center of the shmb or tree. These 

explanations accounted for 69 per­

cent of the variation in nest-site char­

acteristics of five waders in North 

Carolina, including Great Egret, 

Snowy Egret, Cattle Egret, Tricol­

ored Heron, and Little Blue Heron. 

Many studies bave argued that 

social interactions (bow close one 
nesting bird is to another bird) and 
vegetation are critical in determining 
nest-site selection. One study fo­
cused on the particular properties of 

nest placement and distribution in 

relation to vegetation and then dis­

cussed the role social interactions 

might play in choosing nest sites 

(Beaver, Osborn, and Custer 1980). 
'The evidence is that there is a strong 

preference for a physically sturdy 

nest site. For one thing, males of all 

the studied heron and egret species 

perform their courtship display at 

this site. Secondly, most mating takes 

piace at the same site. Researchers 

posit that social interactions modify 

the decisive role of nest stability only 
when a colony is extremely crowded 

or when the vegetation allows nests 
to be placed at many levels. 

It is well known ihat Black-

crowned Night-herons, Little Blue 
Herons, Green Herons, Cattle Egret, 
and Tricolored Herons use old nests. 
One study went a step further to ex­
amine the effect of old nests on the 

selection of nests during the next 

breeding season. It was carried out 
at the Clark's Island heronry, the 

largest mixed-species beronry in 

Massachusetts. There were two sets 
of trees: one a group of 21 experi­

mental trees from which 52 old nests 

were removed and marked, and a sec­

ond control group of 22 trees in which 

53 nests were marked but left nn­

rouched. 

In the control group, Black-

crowned Night-herons used old nests 
in 86 percent of the cases and Snowy 

Egrets used them 60 percent of the 

time. In the first nesting in each tree, 

Black-crowned Night-herons used 

old nests in 85 percent of tl1e cases 
and Snowy Egrets used them 76 per­

cent of the time. The data on first 

nestings in trees therefore support 

the hypothesis that herons and egrets 
are interested in old nests (Davis 

1986). 

But the appeal of once-used nests 
does not mean lhai. i.hese birds are 

restricted in choosing an acceptable 

nest. One of tl1e remarkable features 
of herons, egrets, and ibis is their 

great flexibility about where and 

with whom they will live. They do 

not seem to require any single type of 

tree or shrub in which to build a nest. 

For example, in the study done on 

Clark's Island, there were startling 

shifts in nesting habitat. While 

Glossy Ibis nested solely in decidu­

ous bushes in 1975, three years later 

all but one of the ibis nests were 

found in eastern red cedars. In a 

similar way, Great Egrets moved 

their nests from blueberry bushes to 

pitch and white pine trees (David 

and Parsons 1982). This flexibility 
confirms Rand's earlier work (1956). 

He described Great Blue Herons as 
preferring to huild their nests in a 
"grove of tall trees," but where such 
habitat is absent they build nests in 
low mangroves or on the ground 
among rocks as they do on the islands 

of Salt Lake City. Rand described 
Snowy Egrets as building their nests 

"in cypress or ma11grove trees or in 
bushes in a marsh or pond as in 

Florida ... " but in the west they make 

their nests "on bent-over reeds in 

sloughs and marshes." 

Obviously, nest-site selection is 

a complicated matter for colonial 
breeders. 
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Courtship and Mating 

Once a nest site is chosen, the 

courtship display and mating can oc­

cur. Space limitations prevent me 

from delineating lhese behaviors for 
all the herons and egrets, but it seems 

worthwhile to describe them for one 
species, the Little Blue Heron 

(Meanley 1955). The bird courts by 

shifting from an upright stance to 

crouching twice, as if pumping its 

body. Then it stands erect again, 

rocking from side to side twice. The 

prospective mate responds by stretch­

ing its neck toward the displaying 

bird, looking at the ground, and then 

rattling its mandibles. The displaying 

bird responds in kind. The future mates 

approach one another and cross necks, 

continuing the bill rattling for several 

minutes as well as biting each other's 
posterior feathers. Courtship often 

continues from sunrise to sunset. 
Copulation occurs at the nest. The 

female crouches as the male grabs her 

with bis feet w1derneath her shoul­

ders, opening bis wings for balance. 

The male gathers most of the 

nesting material and presents sticks to 

the female. Males remain near the 

nest while the female lays an average 

of four eggs in five to eight days. Both 

parents share incubation, brooding, 
and feeding duties. For a few days 

parents regurgitate food to the newly 

born chicks, but after about a week, 

the young take food from the bill. 

After about a month the young birds 

take their first flight. 

The Violence of 
Heronries 

The business of raising young is 

not without its jagged edges for there 

is violence at the nest. A mounting 
body of evidence indicates that 

siblicide occurs among ardeids, espe-

Vol. 4, No. 4 

cially Great Egrets ( Casmerodius 

albus). Ardeids lay more eggs than 

they can support. Moreover, they lay 

their eggs at intervals of one to three 

days, meaning lhat the first born have 

a developmental advantage over 

siblings who are hatched later. The 

competition for food decides who 

survives. If the food supply is great, 
all the chicks may survive; if it is 

poor, the younger, smaller chicks are 

at a distinct disadvantage and their 
larger, older siblings will overpower 

them. In this struggle to survive, 

GreatEgretnestlings have been known 

to kill their siblings (Mock 1985). 

There is nothing very attractive about 

egret chick behavior. They stab their 

weaker brethren with their sharp bills, 

sometimes until a younger sibling 
dies (Irion 1994). 

Why don't adult egrets stop the 

killing? Likely, there is a survival 

pressure to favor the strongest chicks; 

that is, adult egrets wager on the 

strong nestlings and allow the weaker 
ones to be killed or simply driven out 

of the nests where they are ignored by 

their parents (Wilder 1984). 

Great Blue Herons exhibit much 

less aggressive behavior, perhaps 
because they feed their chicks large 

chunks of fish, five times longer and 

100 times heavier than the small prey 

that egrets bring back to their nests 
(Mock 1985). 

The Ecological Impact 
of Heronries 

Heronries can have a significant 

detrimental influence on the flora 

and fauna of the areas in which birds 

nest. One study looked at the impact 

on a gum-cypress swamp of a colony 

in Clay County, Georgia (McDonald 
1971). A similar nearby swamp 

without a heronry was used for com­

parison. The heronry created several 
ecological consequences. In the 

summer, a thick algal mat replaced 

the duckweed lhroughout the colony 

area. 

The swamp that supported the 

herons also had higher levels of 

nitrogen and phosphorous caused 

by the bird excrement in the water. 

The larger the colony, the greater 

was the concentration of these 

chemicals. Nitrogen and phospho­

rous compounds cause eutrophica­
lion of bodies of water, the unnatural 

increases in the nutrient content of 
water. One of lhe p1imary implica­

tions of having large amounts of de­

caying organic material is tllat its 

great demand for oxygen decreases 

the oxygen content of the water. 

In addition, dead tree limbs and 

defoliated shrubbery marked the 

flora occupied by nesting birds. It is 

likely tllat once toxic levels were 
reached because of the accumulaling 

excrement, trees and shrubs died, as 
did tlle waler lilies and oilier floral 

life. The algal mat also sustained 
pollution-tolerant animals such as the 
microscopic rotifers, ciliated proto­

zoans, and nematodes. 

The impact upon water quality is 

partially determined by tlle species 

composition of the heronry. Those 

species that feed in the swamps are 

generally recycling local organic 
material. But Cattle Egrets, which 
are terr es trial feeders,  excrete 

materials into the water that come 
from an entirely different ecosystem 

and therefore introduce other alien 

elements into the water. In both cases, 

tlle result is a changed water quality. 

Data suggest that the defoliation 

wrought by guano alters the nesting 
patterns of birds (Wiese, 1978). In a 
large heronry in Delaware, it was 

found that the shrubs that had been 
occupied at the center of tl1e hcronry 

were dead and tllat the ground was 

denuded. As a result, in 1976, about 
half the bird population relocated to 
a nearby area tllat had not been used 

before. And after tlle 1976 nesting 

season about 60 percent of these 
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sllrubs were defoliaLed and 8 percenL 
'.vere dead. T'J1c grcatdmnagedone to 

the shrubs and vegetation caused the 
density of nests, that is, the number 
of nesis per s4uare meler, co decline 
hy about two-thirds during the third 
year. In the affected areas, blue­
berry bushes failed to produce fruit. 
The quality of the underlying soil 
also deteriorated as a result of nest­
ing. The PH count (acidic content) 
increased sha.:.-ply as did the arnounl 
of chemicals and salts. 
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Endnotes 
1 . A number of these birds have 

been known to breed in solitary cir­
cumstances. 

2. James W eland of the T ,afayette 
Natural History Museum supplied the 

list of birds breeding in the heronry. 
Anhingas were also breeding in this 
area. 

3. A recent article raises some 
important questions regarding tile 
size of colony question. See Joanna 
Burger and Michael Gochfeld. 1993. 
When is a Heronry Crowded: A Case 
Study of Huckleberry Island, New 
York, U.S.A. Journal rifCoa.siai Re­

search. Vol. 9, no. 1, pp. 221-228. 
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C ontrasting last year' s 
inclement weather were good birding 
conditions for the 1995 Sp1ing Bird 
Count (SBC). Observers tallied many 
new SBC records. A late spring also 
probably accounted for a number of 
high counts for the early migrants 
and low counts for the later migrants, 
especially those species relying on 
insects for food. 

A few counties reported low 
temperatures in the 40s b u t  the 
average lows were in the 50s and 
the highs in the 70s. Except for a 
few sprinkles in southwestern coun­
ties, partly cloudy to sunny skies were 
reported. 

Ninety-seven counties reported 
their findings, two less than last 
year and five less than the maximum 
(Table 1 ) .  Perhaps the good weather 
explains a new high of 1 ,548 observ­
ers (Table 2). Twenty-three counties 
had 20 or more participm1 Ls; Du Page 

Above, Pine Warbler drawing 

by Brian K. Willis. 

Vol. 4, No. 4 

Table 1 .  Area Coverage 

The 
Illinois 
1 99 5  
Spring 
Bird 
Count 

by Richard Anderson 

Possible No. No. Counties No. Party Ave. No. P.H.* 
AREA Qf Conmie:s e1LrliCW8Ling J:IQurs e�r CQLnlLY 

1 23 2 1 ( 9 1 %) 

2 28 26 ( 92%) 

3 27 27 ( 1 00%) 

:1 2::1 2'.:\ ( 25%) 
TOTAL J 02 97 ( 95%) 

* P.H. = Party Hours 

Table 2. Annual Comparisons 

Numbers L995 1994 
Species 266 265 

Individual Birds 554,407 497, 170 

Participating Counties 97 99 

Observers 1 ,548 1 ,377 

Pmly Hours 5,420 4,989 

Party Miles Walked 2,628 2,049 
Pm-Ly Miles Driven 22,052 22,503 

Species 
in 90% or more Counties 47 46 

Counties 
with 100 or more Species 76 65 

Counties 
with 20 or more Observers 23 L 6  

687 32.7 

856 32.9 

1 528 56.6 

23"iQ 1Q2.2 
5421 55 .9 

1993 Highest T@tal 
254 266 ( 1995) 

467,847 554,407 ( 1995) 

92 102 ( 1986) 

1 ,503 1 ,548 ( 1 995) 

5,245 5,420 ( 1 995) 

2,390 2,628 ( 1 995) 

20,667 22,503 ( 1994) 

49 49 (9 1 -93) 

74 76 (1995) 

19 23 (3 yrs) 
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led with 1 38, Cook was next with 106 and 

Schuyler had 80. The resl an; a,s follows: 

McDonough,66; Will,61 ; McHenry,48; 

B oone,43 ; Livings ton,40; Lake ,38 ;  

Champaign, 36;  Kane,35; KendaH andLa 
Salle, 33;  S tephenson, 30; Jo Daviess and 
Winnebago,25 ; Edgar,24; Madison and 
Vermilion, 23 ;  Logan,22; Coles and 

Crawford, 21 ;  and Macon, 20. Weather 
surely influenced the party hours/miles 
totals. The party miles walking were al-

most 600 more rfl_Hes higher Uum last 
year, a new high. 

Observers reported a new high 

count of 266 species .  The total of 
554,828 individual bjrds is a11nosl 7,400 

higher than the previous high. The top 

five counties with the highest number 
of species were Cook (1 82), Will ( 177), 

La Salle ( 172) and Union tied with Lake 
( 1 7 1).  Other counties with 140 or more 
species include Macon ( 1 64), Cham­

paign ( 1 60), Clinton (1 59), Rock Island 

( 1 57),  t-.1ason ( 1 56),  DuPage ( 1 52) , 

Knox and Madison ( 1 50), Mercer and 

Vermilion (147); St. Clair ( 145), and 
Carroll and Coles ( 140). 

There were 137 new state records 

for 84 species; 44 of those new records 
were for a greater number of counties 
reporting particular species; 56 records 
were for iiew siait: high coums; and 3 7 
records were for new county high counts. 

There were two new species for the 
Il!inois SBC, a late Harlequin Duck in 

Lake County and a photographed Arctic 

Tern in Will County, the third stale 
record (Table 3). The total number of 
SBC species seen during the 24 years of 
the count is 3 16. 

All-time high counts were recorded 
for Pied-billed Grebe, American White 
Pelican, Double-crested Co1morant, Great 
Egret, and Snowy Egret. Cattle Egret 
numbers were down. 

Observ·ers also recorded new· high 

totals for nine species of waterfowl, but 
Common Goldeneye, which was repor­

ted on 22 previous counts, was missing. 

New high numbers were also recorded 
for Turkey Vulture, B lack Vulture, North­
ern Harrier, Sharp-shinned Hawk, 
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Species Accounts for the 1 995 Illinois Spring Ilfrd Count 

Key to Table 
** = NEW SPRING BIRD COUNT SPECIES 
* = New Spring Bird Count High 
# == Ties previous High Counl 

+ == Species reported in 90 or more counties 
Species seen in only one county are bolded. 

SJ:!ecies 

Common Loon 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Horned Grebe 

Red-necked Grebe 

Am. White Pelican 

Double-er Cormorant 

American B ittern 

Least Bittern 

Great Blue Heron+ 

Gr:eat Egret 
Snowy Egret 

Little Blue I leron 

Cattle Egret 

Green Heron 

Blk-cr Night-Heron 

Ye!-cr Night-Heron 

Mule Swan 

Gr Wh ite-frnt Gouse 
Snow Goose 

Canada Goose+ 
Wood Duck+ 

Green-winged Teal 

Ai Black. Dur.Jc 
Mallard+ 

Northern Pinl!Jil 

Blue-winged Teal 

Northern Shoveler 

Gad wall 

American Wigeon 

Canvasback 
Redhead 

Ring-necked Duck 
� . � 
\Jl c;a.LCL ..Jl,;dU p 
Lesser Scaup 

"'*HARLEQULN DUCK 
Surf Scoter 
White-winged Scoler 

D ufflehead 

Hooded Merganser 

Common Merganser 

ToL'll 
C0.s 

19*  

69* 

7# 

1# 

8* 
53* 
21 

2 

96 

55lt 
5# 

17  

1 8  

75 

23 
6 

14  

1 

3 

22 
91 

30* 

16*  

91 

8 
72 

57* 

25* 

1 1  

3 
8 

24* 

3# 
52* 

1 * 

l 

2* 

1 6 *  

19* 

4 

No.of 
Jlfrgs Hish OUlll:t 

30 l ,ake 

654* Cook 

1 0  Rock Island 

1 Champaign 

13:Z* Hancock 

5 153* Cook 

33 Du Page 

3 Lee 

3409 Will 

1 2 1 3 *  Will 

17* St. Clair 

89 St. Clair 

3 1 1  S L  Clair 

298 Union 
U55 Cook 

1 2  St. Clair 

1 3 1 *  Lake 

1 Williamson 

1 0  Champaign 

1 6328* Du Page 
3056 Kane 

1 1 0 Livingston 

57* Marshall 

8382 Du Page 

26 Tazewell 
2480 Brown 
617* Mason 

152* Moultrie 

50 Lake 

Ll Can:oll 

20 Logan 

184 Mason 

') w'1!! 
2710� Hancock 

l *  Lake 

3# La Salle 

2 Two counties 

1 48* Lake 

50* Two counlies 

1 8  Tazewell 

crotall 

(5) 

c 159) 

(3) 
(#1)  

(*61} 
(* 1 774) 

(8) 

(2) 

(234) 

(*427) 
(#8) 

(28) 

(2 1 7) 

(25) 

(876) 
(7) 

e55) 

( 1 )  

(6) 

(2520) 
( 1 87) 

( l 5) 
('' 1 9) 

(1502) 

(11) 
( 150) 

(*89) 
(28) 

( 16) 

(#6) 
( 1 2) 

(40) 

(6) 
(655) 

!* L) 
(*3 )  

( I ) 
(5 1 ) 

(8) 

(6) 
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Table 3 (continuc<1) 

Sns.:!<ies 
Rcd-br Merganser 

Ruddy Duck 

B lack V ulturc 

Turkey Vulture+ 

Os12re:i:: 
B ald E agle 

Northern Harrier 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Cooper's  Hawk 

Red-shouldered Hawk 
Broad-winged Hawk 

Swainson's Hawk 

Red-tailed Hawk+ 

Rough-legged Hawk 

Americ1111 Ktistret 
Merlin 

Peregrine Falcon 

Gray Partridge 

Ring-neck Pheasant 

Gr frairie-Ch!£keg 
Wild Turkey 

Northern Bobwhite 

Black Rail 

King Rail 

Virginia Bail 

Sora 

Common Moorhen 

American Coot 

Sandhill Crane 

Blk-bellied Plover 
Arn. Golden-Plover 

Semipalmatcd Plover 

Piping Plover 

Killdeer+ 

Amei;:lcao Avo!;et 
Greater Yellow legs 

Lesser Yellow legs 

Solitary Sandpiper 

Willet 

S12Qtted SandJ;!laer 
Upland Sandpiper 

Marbled Godwit 

Sanderling 

Semipalm Sandpiper 

Western SandJ:liJ:ler 

Least Sandpiper 

Wht-rump Sandpiper 

Baird's Sandpiper 

Vol. 4, No. 4 

Total No.of 

Co.s Bird 
19* 1398 

3 3 *  830* 

3 35* 

91  2371  * 

22 22 
1 2  24 

36 87* 

44* 1 06* 

42* 133* 

21 7 1  
38*  1 75 

2 3# 
96 1752* 

2 2 

85 633* 

4 4 

2 3 

2 7 

64 1 475 

1 56 
65* 539* 

8 1  1565 

2 *  2 

3 3 

27* 1 3 1 *  

52 673* 

14* 47 

73 7229 

10*  8 1 *  

3 8 
24 5219 

22 3 14 

97 3 8 3 1 *  

J l 
53 820 

67 1977 

8 1 *  650 

4 23 

76 700 
1 3  53 

1 1 

26 1 5 1  

2 2 
40 642 

4 8 

5 

Cooper ' s  Hawk, Red-Lailed Hawk, 

American Kestrel, Virginia Rail, Sora, 

American Coot, and Sandhill Crane. 

I li&h CoWll� (Total) Shorebirds were generally found in 
Cook (832) low numbers; only early migrants, such 
Hancock (*430) as Killdeer, both yellow legs, and Ameri-
Johnson (*30) can Woodcock registered new highs. A 
Adams (*1 56) high slate and county count of eight Buff-
Two counties (3) breasted Sandpipers in Vermilion County 
Fayette (5) is noteworthy. More ow ling hours re-
Du Page ( *9) sulted in new high counLs for Great 
Du Page (12)  Horned and Barred Owls.  Downy, 
Lake (*24) Hairy, and Pileated Woodpeckers all reg-
Two counties (8) isterednew high counts while Red-headed 
Kane ( 19) Woodpecker numbers were down. 
Kane (2) 

Flycatchers were low except for 
Jo Daviess (* 126) 

Easlem Phoebe, another species on the 
Two counties ( 1 )  

all-time high list. Fish Crow and com-OOK C3a) 
Fow· counties (# 1 )  

mon nesting species such as both chicka-
dees, Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted 

Cook (2) 
Nuthatch, and B lue-gray Gnatcatcher 

Lee (4) 
were also observed in record numbers. 

Champaign ( 1 17) 

Jasner (56) Conversely, numbers for most war-

Jo Daviess (* 108) blers were low, especially for the late 

Crawford (9 1 )  migrants. The Pine Warbler, however, 

Two counties ( 1 )  did make the all-Lime high list. Swain-

Three counties ( 1 )  son ' s  Warbler was once again not re-

Lake (*40) ported. Among the seedeaters, Northern 

Lake (94) Cardinal, Chipping, Lark, Savannah, and 

Cook (22) Song Sparrows registered new highs. Of 

Tazewell ( 1375) the 201 Lapland Long spurs reported, 200 

Mc Herny (*28) were in one flock in De Kalb County, a 

Will (6) new high county count. The good news 

Livingston (1552) is that Eastern Meadowlark reached a 

Marshall ( 1 15)  new high; the bad news is ,  so did Red-

Mason ( 1 )  winged B lackbird and Brown-headed 

Will (23 1 )  Cowbird. Not surprisingly, House Finches 

Lake (I) were 1 ,200 above their previous high. 

Will (*9 1 )  Thirty-three Pine S iskins was a good 

Will (*400) count for a non-flight year. 

Will (67) Although Monk Parakeet is not on 
Kendall ( 10) the Illinois Checklist and not countable, 

ook (60) this species' numbers is published to 
Will (25) assess its changing stalus .  Only 14 
Will ( 1 )  individuals o f  this species were reported; 
Lake ( 1 )  1 0  from Cook County, 2 from Randolph 
Will (29) County, and 1 each from Du Page and 
J\yp counties (1) Lake Counties. 
Clinton (90) There were 1 1  species reporLed from 
Clinton (3) 97 counties and 8 in 96 counties. The 20 
Macon (5) 

most common species followed the nor-
Continued on next page ma! pattern (Table 4). Last year' s heavy 
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flight of swallows did not recur on 

count day this year, bul were evident 

one day earlier. Only the Tree Swal­

low made the list at No. 19. Yellow­

rumped Warbler jumped from 20th 
position last year to 14th place this 
year. 

Grebe (4th count record) in 

Champaign County, Black Rail (5th 
and 6th records) in Henderson and 

Vermilion Counties, and Marbled 
GodwiL (7th record) in Will County. 

ing documentations. More than 100 
documentation forms were submit­

ted. Only three out-of-season and one 
heard-only species werenotaccepted. 

In addition to the two new spe­
cies, other rarities were: Red-necked 

I tl1ank David Johnson, Ron 
Goetz, Vernon Kleen, and the other 

members of the Illinois Ornithologi­
cal Records Committee for review-

Table 3 (continued) Table 3 (continued) 

Total No.of Total 

S�ies Co.s Dirds Hig!:l Coant): <Total} S�ecies Co.s 
Pectoral Sandpiper 4 1  1527 La Salle (306) Belled Kingfisher 79 

Dunlin 1 6  142 Boone (60) Red head \"loodpcckcr+96 

Stilt Sandpiper 3 4 Rock Island (2) Red-bell Woodpecker+ 94 

Buff-brst Sandpiper 1 8 *  Vermilion (*8) Yell-bell Sapsucker 34* 

Shrt-bill Dowitcher 24 168 Mason (40) Downy Woodpecker+ 95 

Long-bill Dowitcher 7* 35 Mason ( 1 8) Hair.I( Wooduecker 8 L  

Common Soi� 30 15 1 Cook (25) Northern Flicker+ 97 

American Woodcock 40 227* McHenry (36) Pileated Woodpecker 53 

Wilson's Phalarope 1 1 Union ( 1 )  Olive-s Flycatcher 8 

Red-neck Phalarope 1 # 1 Coles ( 1) Eastern Wood-Pewee 68 

Laughing Gull 1 1 Franklin ( 1) Acadian Flxcatcher 25 

Bom.marte's Gull '1 2  229 Shelll:t: (70) Willow Flycatcher 10 

Ring-billed Gull 57 19757 Cook (15000) Least Flycatcher 45 

Herring Gull 22 1 0 1 8  Lake (490) Eastern Phoebe+ 92* 

Thayer's Gull 1# 2 Lake (2) Grt Crst Flycatcher 80 

Iceland Gull 1# 2* Lake f*')\ H � eot-l"rn v;n n h;-..,-l I 92 \ �) __, ,...., .,....,,. •• .a. .a. ... u.•1:iv.u. ... l 1 

Glaucous Gull 2* 2# Two couaties (1) Homed Lark+ 92 

Caspian Tern 1 4  338 Lake (* 1 75) Purple Martin 86 

Common Tern 2 1  1 5 7  Lake (50) Tree Swallow+ 93* 

**ARCTIC TERN 1 *  1 *  Will (* 1 )  No.Rough-wg Swallow 8 8  

Forster' s  Tern 3 2  5 14 Lake (130) Bank Swallow 6Q 
Black Tern 1 7  68 McHemx (13) Cliff Swailow 48 

Rock Dove+ 9 1  6500 Cook ( 1048) Barn Swallow+ 95 

Mourning Dove+ 97 1 2639 Boone (65 1 )  Blue Jay+ 97 

Black-bill Cuckoo 1 0  1 9  Jackson (5) American Crow+ 97 

Yellow-bill Cuckoo 38 94 Union (19) Fish Crow 8# 

Barn Owl 2* 2 Two counties (1) Blk-cap Chickadee 66 

E. Screech-Owl 43 103 Union ( 10) Carolina Chickadee 36 

GredL iiuraeci Gwi 1u�:-r. 31\6':· Dn ?age (2)) Tufred Titmouse+ ';I)# 

Barred Owl 32* 473* Knox (*6 1 )  Re<l-brst Nuthatch 10  

Short-eared Owl 1 1 Lee ( 1 )  Wht-brst Nuthatch+ 94 

Common Nighthawk 43 1 89 Union (22) Brown Creeper 28 

Chuck-will' s-widow 9 41  Calhoun ( 13) Carolina Wren 79 

Whip-poor-will 58 536 Union (*93) Bewick's Wren l 
Chimney Swift+ 94 5 632 McDonough (415)  House Wren+ 93 

Ruby-t Hummingbird 64 342 Union (39) Winter Wren 9 
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No.of 

Bir<ls 

487 

2-='7·1 .J I  l 

2474* 

96 

2559* 

432* 

3086 

277* 

10 

372 

120 

1 3  

1 26 

1 053* 

732 
1 A ".l 'l  1.'"T.J.J 

2520 

2 1 17 

7366 

236 1  

2220 

979 

6793 

1 0661 

12491 

80* 

4710* 

1093* 

353 1 *  
32 

1 760* 

104 

1 137 

l 
4506 

2:> 

Anderson 
1 147 Crenshaw Drive 
St. Louis, MO 63137 

n igh Count): (Total) 

rook (22) 
tv1cDonou-gli ( 1 3 1 )  

Union (97) 

Cook (21)  

Du Page ( 1 8 1 )  

Will (22) 

Cook (329) 

Union (*74) 

Calhoun (3) 

Union (89) 

Union (62) 

Will (4) 

Cook (12)  

Union (*79) 

Union ( 120) 
T T- � � ·· (1G9J UlllVU 

McHenry (98) 

Whiteside ( 1 3 1 )  

Cook (1029) 

Adams (147) 

Greene 020) 

Massac (435) 

Cook (357) 
Cook (927) 

Cook (1406) 

U!J!oa (6 l) 

Du Page (532) 

Alexander (* 149)  

l\1cDonough (166) 

Champaign (13) 

McHenrx (78) 

Cook (27) 

Union ( 1 25)  
Pope (1 ) 
Will (3 12)  

�QOk (* 15) 
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Table 3 (contimwd) Table 3 (continued) 

Total No.of Total No.of 
S�ies Co.s Birds I l igb Count:x (Tota. I) SQecies Co.s Birds Hieb Counl!l Cfotal) 

Sedge Wren 23* 87* Macon (*22) Blackpoll Warbler 39 223 Union (82) 
Marsh Wren 3 1 *  84 Cook ( 12) Cerulean Warbler 27 82 Union ( J 2) 
Golden-er Kinglet 5 19 Two counties (7) Blk-&-wht Warbler 7 1  286 Cook (33) 
Ruby-er Kinglet 70 1701 Cook (377) American Rcdsta.rl 6 1  366 Rock Island (60) 
Blue-gr Gnalcalcher 86* 2399* Union (330) Prolhonotarx Warblr 57 419* Union (82) 
Eastern Bluebird+ 95 2757 Union ( 192) Worm-eating Warbler20 100 Union (64) 
Veery 49 140 Union (25) Ovenbird 64 3 1 4  Mason (30) 
Gray-cheeked Thrush 44 1 5 1  Union (46) No. Waterlhrush 66 350 Cook (44) 
Swainson' s  Thrush 52 361 Union ( 125) La. Waterthrush 39 149 Union (60) 

Hermil Th.r!!sb 42# 26:>* Cook (47) Kentucky Warbler 37 322 !Jn io11 (1 4 1) 
Wood Thrush 86 980 Union (142) Connecticut Warbler 1 1 Macon ( l )  
American Robin+ 97 35720 Cook (2209) Mourning Warbler 2 4 Two counties (2) 
Gray Catbird+ 95 1334 Du Page (69) Common Ycllowthroal+91 23 14 Union (278) 
No. Mockingbird 75 7 1 5  Union (60) Hooded Warbler 1 1  3 8  Union (22) 
Brow11 1'b:rasl:!er± 96 3452 Will  (173) Wilson ' s  Warbler 10  16  Three counties (3) 
Water Pipit 8 30 Lake ( 10) Canada Warbler 5 1 1  Hancock (6) 
Cedar Wax wing 37 662 Du Page (1 1 2) Yellow-brstd Chat 33 205 Union (66) 
Loggerhead Shrike 40 145 Union (23) Summer Tanager 34 212  Union (99) 
European Starling+ 96 32741 Will (2084) Scarlet Tanager 69 348 Union (60) 
Whilc-c�ed Vireo 57 461 Uni.on (126) Northern Cardinal+ 97 12088* Du Page (677) 
Bell ' s  Vireo 14  28 Hancock (9) Rose-brst Grosbeak 86 1 5 16 Adams ( 105) 
Solitary Vireo 43* 104 Champaign ( 10) Blue Grosbeak 19 60 Union ( 15) 
Yellow-thrt Vireo 54 282 Union (70) Indigo Bunting 82 2 1 6 1  Union (387) 
Warbling Vireo 84# 1098 Clinton (58) Dickcissel 64 590 Randolph (73) 
Philadel11hia Vireo 1 6  32 Du Page (6) Rufous-sided Towhee+9 l 1 843 Mason (103) 
Red-eyed Vireo 65 503 Union (99) Am. Tree Sparrow 4 9 Lake (4) 
Blue-winged Warbler 45 1 5 1  Union ( 18) Chipping Sparrow+ 93 5 1 85*  McDonough (285) 
Golden-wngd Warbler 24 57 Union (9) Clay-color Sparrow 2 2 Two counties ( 1 )  
Tennessee Warbler 70 689 Union (1 65) Field Sparrow+ 95 3 632 Will (267) 
Orange-crwn Warbler 2 1  45 Macon (6) Ves2er Si;iaITow 5 1  2 1 6  Will (19) 
Nashville Warbler 65 607 Clinton (45) Lark Sparrow 32 21 1 * Mason (34) 
Northern Parula 54 541  * Union (* 1 1 1 ) Savannah Sparrow 6 1  743 Cook ( 107) 
Yellow Warbler 83 2420 Du Page (284) Grasshopper Sparrow 70 467 Henry (35) 
Cheslnut-s Warbler 27 68 Union ( 12) Henslow' s SpalTow 5 6 Union (2) 
Magnolia Warbler 29 1 04 Will (22) Fo3 Si;iarrow 1 5 Boone (2) 
Cape May Warbler 2 1  3 1  Four counties (3) Song Sparrow+ 96 7475* Du Page (*707) 
Blk-th Blue Warbler 9 1 4  Cook (4) Lincoln' s  Sparrow 32 79 Cook ( l l )  
Yellow-rump Warbler+ 94# 10559 Cook ( 1 106) Swamp Sparrow 76* 1 601 Cook (218)  
Blk-th Grn Warbler 65 5 1 3  Champaign (59) White-thr Sparrow 89 7386 Champaign (760) 
Blckburnian Warbler 30 64 Stenhenson (8) White-cm S2arrow+ 94* 24 18 Chami;iaign (124) 
Yellow-th Warbler 32 164 Union (*63) Harris' Sparrow l 1 Hancock ( 1 ) 
Pine Warbler 37*  156* Pope (*22) Dark-eyed Junco 10  36 Ogle ( 14) 
Prairie Warbler 12  83  Pope ( 19) Lapland Longspur 2 201 De Kalb (!200) 
Palm Warbler+ 9 1 *  4977 Cook (522) Smith' s  Longspur 2 1 1  Sangamon (6) 
Da:xr-brstd Warbler 1 2 2 1 Union (4) 

Continued on next page 
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Table 3 (continued) 

Total No.of 
S12ecies Co.s 

Bobolink 66 
Red-wing Blackbird+ 97 

Eastern Meadowlark+ 96 

Western Meadowlark 29# 

Ycl-head Blackbird 1 0  

I<.ust)'.· Blackbird 1 0� 
Brewer's Blackbird 

Common Grackle+ 97 

Drown-head Cowbird 96 
n ... ,.,.i... ..... �.,..J r"'\_: ..... 1 � "" 
'-. ... "l.Vll<tlU '-JllVlC J";I 

Northern Qriole+ 2� 
Purple Finch 34 

House Finch+ 94* 

Pine Siskin 9 

American Goldfinch+ 97 

House garrow± 97 
Eur. Tree Sparrow 22 

Ki.<x LQ Tahli.< 

Birds Higb Coun� 

1 6:Z8 JSS11£f 
69627 Du Page 

8036* Will 

162 Two counties 

1 24 Rock Island 

42 Cook 
4 Lake 

40371 Will 

1 2542* Du Page 

37 1 
1.770 

405 

5463 * 

33 

1 24 67 

26622 

445 

" . 
U lllUll 

Ad!!ffis 
Livingston 

Cook 

Two counties 

Du Page 

Jo Daviess 

Mason 

** = NEW SPRING B IRD COUNT SPECIES 
* = New Spring Bird Count High 
# = Tics previous High Count 

+ = Species reported in 90 or more counties 
Species seen in only one county are bolded. 

In Memory of Dick Anderson 

(Total) 

(250} 
(4203) 

(378) 

( 18 )  

(26) 

(21) 
(4) 

(2389) 

(596) 

(92) 
(i06) 

(*109) 

(457) 

(10) 

(939) 
(1432) 

(49) 

Dick Anderson, a prominent birding figure 
in the St. Louis area for more than 45 years, died in 
a St. Louis hospital on Jan. 26, 1 995. He was a �elf­
laught birder with a keen eye for detail .  Even 
though paraiyzed after an auto injury eight years 
ago, Dick found ingenious ways to continue his 
birding interests. 

Dick had been active in compiling bird 
checklists since 1 958,  was a former Subregional 
Editor for American Birds, a member of the 
Missouri Bird Record Committee, and an editor for 
the Illinois Spring Bird Count for the past two 
years. His spring bird count articles and tables were 
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Table 4. Twenty Most Common Species 

Red-winged Blackbird 69,627 

Common Grackle 40,37 1  

American Robin 35,720 

European S tarling 32,741 

[-IQLl::i� Si:il.ILrQ:l\'. 26.699 
Ring-hil lerl Gul l  1 9.757 

Canada Goose 1 6, 398 

Mourning Dove 1 2,639 

Brown-headed Cowbird 1 2,542 

Am�riQan Crn:a: 1 2.4!H 
American Goldfinch 1 2,467 

Northern Cardinal 1 2,088 

B lue Jay 1 0,66 1  

Yellow-rnmped V-1 arbler 1 0, 559 

MaJiard 8.382 
Eastern Memlowhirk 8 ,036 

Song Spmrnw 7 ,475 

White-throated Sparrow 7 ,3 8 6  

Tree Swallow 7 , 366 

Am�ri�ml CQQI 1.222 

published in Meadowlark. Dick had also been a 
long-time compiler for Monroe County's  Spring 
Bird Count 

In December 1 995, after several years 
work, Dick and his co-authors were rewarded by 
Webster Groves Nature Study Society 's printing of 
their new spiral-bound 200-page book, "Birds of the 
St. Louis Area, where and when lo find them." 

Dick has provided many valuable services 
to the St. T .ouis ancl southwestern Il!inois birding 
community. Those who knew Dick wiJI really miss 
him. 

--Vernon Kleen 

Meadowlark 



Dennis Oehmke captured these 

photos of three spring beauties; 

species which migrate through 

Illinois in April and May. 

Pictured top left, 

a Cattle Egret in breeding 

plumage photographed 
2 May 1995 in 

Springfield, IL; 
top right, a 

Carolina Wren 
with a meal, 

discovered 
5 May 1995 

in Salisbury, IL; 
and a pair of 
Lesser Scaup 

photographed 
1 4  April 1 995 in 

Washington Park, 
Springfield, IL. 

Vol. 4, No. 4 

Spring 
Beauties 
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When I was single, I lived 
in apartments and condomiuiums, 
mid didn' L have Lhe chance to attract 
birds illld olher wildlife in my back­
yard. In fact, after I mani.ed my hus­
band, Jim, six years ago, we began 
looking for townhouses and condos. 
Life was j ust Loo busy to worry about a 
yard, landscaping and, mowing lawns. 

B ut something deep in Lhe back 
of our minds told us we wanted a real 
home wilh a backyard. So we bought 
a new garden home in Mundelein 
built atop a cornfield. Little did we 
realize that lillldscaping for birds 
would soon consume most of our free 
time from spring until fall. First we 
planted edge bushes including winter­
berries, honeysuckle, forsylhia, and 
dogwood. Jim next planied raiseu 
beds for azaleas, annuals, perennials, 
and bulbs, mid designed a sunken 
brick patio wilh a Japanese maple, and 
finally a kidney-shaped lillldscaped 
area with bird feeding station, bird­
balh, junipers, rocks, and twigs. This 
is a favoriie spoi for millly of Lhe birds 
that come to feed .._ House Finches, 
grackles, robins, Mourning Doves, 
Blue Jays, sparrows, starlings, cardi­
nals, chickadees, and even Cedar 
Waxwings. This may sound ume­
markable to some, but remember, we 
are in a new area, with no trees, and 
our neighbors have mostly planted 
fences. But we provide what birds 
need - food, water, and shelter. 

On our deck we grow potted 
fuschias, which the migrating Ruby-

Feeder Station Illustration 

by Denis Kania. 
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LI attracts birds 
1':'"1� by Laurel Ann Kaiser 

throated Hummingbirds enjoy. On 
early September rnoIT1ings I rush lo 
tl1e kitchen window to see Lhe hum­
mers drink Lhe nectar, darting from 
fuschia to geranium to impatiens. \Ve 
also hung a window feeder by our 
kitchen and stocked it wilh Lhistlc, 
which attracts goldfinches and House 
Pinches all spring and summer. We 
enjoy watching tile goldfinches dart 
from Lhe feeder to Lhe nearby Japru1ese 
maple in iheir u11iq ue undulating pat­
tern. 

Cardinal courtship feeding is an­
olher frequent occurrence at our mod­
est bird sanctuary, especially after we 
tried safflower hearts, which Lhe bright 
red birds love. At our raised beds, 
sunflower seeds are the fare, and lhe 
birds help our plantittgs by providing 
us wilh beautiful sunflowers Lhat grow 
from tl1eir sloppy eating behavior. 

Black-capped Chickadees have 
even nested in our next door neigh­
bor' s wooden fence post! We like to 
think Lhe chickadees were first attrac­
ted to our array of feeder goodies and 
iben scoured out a nesting spot dose 
to Lhe local eatery. 

111e summer of 1 995, a female 
Song Sparrow laid four oval brown­
spotted eggs in a neatly constructed 
TIP�t in nnr q,_ffV\t t".lll cr1nM -:1-rlv'-r ,,.i t"lr.Jo - - - - - -- � - _, _ ..,. ..,. _ ..___ O  ....... '"' _. ..__.. ..., ...,.,. , _.._o.4.-<...., 

adjacent to Lhe Japanese maple. She 
laid one egg per day beginning in 
early July completing Lhe clutch at 
four. While I watered my perennials, 
she incubaled the eggs. The maie 
sometimes sang nearby. Then on July 
21, tl1e first of three nest.lings was 
born. The last egg never hatched. I 
was having a garden party in a few 

days so I put a sign neru· the nest 
asking my visitors to keep away from 
the nesting birds. The adult Song 
Sparrows were nervous when U1e 
guests arrived. But the day after ihe 
party, I saw a fledgling Song Sparrow 
sitting atop Ille rubor vitae and an 
adult feeding it a juicy black cricket. 
A few days later, tl1e fledgling Song 
Span-ows were gone, but t11e lhrill 
Lhat Lhis species chose our humble, 
makeshift nature preserve remains. 

When fall approaches, our peren­
nial beds attract migraling White­
crowncd and White-tl1roaled Sparrows 
which search for bugs among tlle 
leaves and debris. The winterberrics 
and hedges Lhat smrnund our back­
yard provide a safe haven for Lhese 
bi..1ds as i.hey uuurish ibemseives for 
Lheir long migratory flight. 

We stock our feeders year-round. 
Nothing is more heartening on a blus­
tery wintry day Lhan to look right out­
side my window, in my modest home 
in an unremarkable neighborhood 
and spy a rnby red cm·dinal amid tl1e 
grayish-while snow. Spring mornings 
are so much more delightful wilh the 
robin's  insistent., clear tones, ringing 
Lhrough my cracked-open window. 
What could be more fun tl1an Lo 
watch a robin and a sparrow furiously 
ruffling their fealhers after a cooling 
dip in our hird hath? T11e ebb mid flow 
of seasonal changes are what I like 
best about living in norlhem Illinois, 
a..11d backyard birding heightens this 
feeling one-hundred fold. 

Kaiser 
1120 Keswick 

},fundelein, IL 60060 

Meadowlark 
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Spri ng 1 995 High l ights 

Red-necked Grebe Visits 
Champaign County Shopping Mall 

As a compiler-coordinator for tbe Champaign 
County Spring Bird Counl, I had been busy rounding up 
lhe troops and assigning them to their terriL01ies. Now il 

was 4:30 a.m. on 6 May 1 995 and Lime to see what the 
day would bring. I bad carefully plolted my usual roule 
to cover all those bits and pieces of the county which 
no one else finds exciting enough 
to check. No bird-filled forest 

preserves for my parlner and me, 
but rather, the Champaign city 

parks, the Parkland College cam­
pus, the Urbana sludge ponds, 
and the various detention basins. 
This route is not exactly a self­
sacrifice. It covers a wide variety 

of habitat, yields a good species 
total for lhe count, and often 
something unique. 

grisegena) in beautiful breeding plumage. 

This was a life bird for Sargent mid one thal I have 

not seen oflen, but there was no mistaking its idcntily. 

The large size, slout, sharp bill, dark back and hind 

neck, shiny black cap, and above all, the rusty, red fore­
neck sharply demarcated from the white throal and 
checks were clear field marks. The grebe fished indus­
triously during the half hour we spent watching it. 

Bohlen (1989) listed this grebe as an occasional mi-
granl with mosl spring records 
occuning in Mar·ch and April. 
This individual was a new record 
for Champaign County and 
stayed for several days, allow­

ing more experienced birders to 
enjoy seeing il and to confirm 
our sighting . 

Liternture Cited 

B ohlen, H .D. 1 989 .  The 
Birds of Illinois. Indiana Uni­
versity Press. B loomington, IN. 

Elizabeth J. Chato 
714 W. Vermont 

Urbana, IL 61801 

First Northern 
Illinois Anhinga 

We dutifully tramped around 
Kaufman Lake, noting a dearth of 
warblers. We trudged to the water 
treatment plant at Parkland Col­

lege, where we tallied the coun­
ty's only gulls of the day. Then 
we stood overlooking the Market­
place Mall retention basin in 
Champaign. This is a large, deep 
pond, probably original! y a  gravel 
pit. It is surrounded by a chain 
link fence and is well below the 
level of lhe road, providing a 
good overview. Adjacent to the 

Female Anhinga, McKee Marsh, DuPage 
County, first northern Illinois record. 24 
April 1 995. Photo by Joe B. Milosevich. 

My plan for 22 April 1995 

was to sample the progress of 
migralion at several sites in 
Kane and DuPage Counties. 

basin is the area' s largest shopping center. 

My companion was Malcolm Sargent, a botanist 
and a good birder. His sharp eyes spotted something I 

didn't .  As I struggled Lo set up my scope, he said, 

"There is a big grebe out there with loLS of red on iLS 
neck. What could it be?" 

Of course it dove before I got a look. It is ama�ing 
how long a grebe can stay under when you are eagerly 
waiting for it to surface. A Pied-billed Grebe appeared, 
bul Sargent assured me Lhat it was not the righl bird. 
Suddenly, there it was, a Red-necked Grebe (Podiceps 

Vol. 4, No. 4 

Late morning brought me to 
McKee Marsh, DuPage County, where an Osprey was 
soaring overhead. I was enjoying a Great B lue Heron 

sitting on a snag, when next to it landed a bird I had 
first seen 30 years ago in the Florida Everglades and not 
since, certainly not in northern lJlinois. 

IL was a female Anhinga (Anltinga anhinga ) . I noted 

the small head; poinLcd, elongated bill; U1e black body 
except for the distinctive bullish-white snake-like neck, 
buffish-white breast, and silver-str·caked back; and the 

long tail. It was as unmistakable as it was incredible. 
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It took all the rest of U1e day to spread lhe 
\�/Ord, but \vith the help of Jiul a11J. Kalt; Frazit;r, 
managers of the Du Page birding hotline, by 

evening, many birders had begun affiving from 

U1e Chicago area. 

i\n occurrence of note for a birder can be a 

disaster for a vagrant bird. An Anhinga in Du­

Page County in April was a bird seriously out of 

its nonnal environment, so 1here was substantial 

anxiety whether the bird would be able to sur­
vive so early in Ule season and so far north. How­
ever, the Anhinga s tayed at McKee until l May, 
was photographed, and joined the life and Tllinois 
lists of many birders. 

Ronald C. Flemal, 
433 Normal Road, 
De Kalb, IL 60! 15 

rh;"ago'"' r1· r  ..... An"'�ng�� ..... ...... ., .I. ., l ll.1..1..1. ct� 

The Anhinga (A.nhinga anhinga) had no 
place in the avifauna of nortl1ern Illinois until 22 April 

l995, when a female was found in DuPage County. 

Since I lacked a car and felt quite possessive of my 
available birding lime in my usual turf of Jackson Pru-k 

on Chicago' s souili side, I did not pursue this remark­
able discovery. Rather, I invoked my standing half-jest 

rhetoric: "I'll wait till I catch up witl1 it in Jackson Park." 

My joke turned to fuci iwil:e uver j usl one week later 
on 28 April, when I spotted two Anhingas flying south­

east behind the Museum of Science and Industry. 

rfhe Jackson P�k .A .. nhingas w·ould have been a cinch 
to identify in the Florida Everglades, but in the confines 
of a Chicago lakefront park, I was unprepared for them 
rtcspi tc the DuPage County record. The birds were co:.i.�t­

ing al a considerable height. about that of a 20-story 
building, though low enough to catch the attention of 
the naked eye. 

I got my binoculars and in a few seconds, I absorbed 
what I could of details of shape and pattern on the depart­
ing birds realizing these were indeed Anhingas. 

My total viewing Lime was no more than four to six 
seconds bt:fore the birds co3&ted directly into blinding 

sunlight. Fortunately, this species' utterly distinctive 
shape allowed me to rule out all oilier North American 
hinl!->. 
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Paul R. Clyne 

5538 S. Blackstone Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60637 

Editor's Note: Bohlen 
( 1939, The Birds of liii­
nois) said the Anhinga, a 
southern species, is a very 
rare vagrant in Illinois, 
adding that the numbers 
of state records seem to be 
increasing, although he 
notes no northern Illinois 
records. Bohlen does say 
that, "Anhingas soar on 
iiu:rrriuls like hawks witen 
migrating; with the right 
winds they can be drifted 
northward." 

Female Anhinga, McKee 
Marsh, DuPage County, 

first northern Illinois 
record. 24 April 1 995. 
Photo by Dennis Oehmke. 

White-faced Ibis Near Goose Lake 
Prairie in Grundy County 

Late 1 5  May 1995, I decided to go for a walk 
at Goose Lake Prairie State Natural Area in northeast 
f'"!1•1 1r1rl, , f""'ro.nrd--. r A t  "7 . 1  c ...... ,......... r · - --� ..-. ..-1 - � - ' - - T. _ _  L ___ ...l l -
'-'"- UUU-J '-'VUULJ • �L I , .l J  p.Hl, .1 LU111GU VlllU J UE;JJillJUlC 
Road to the park's entrance. About one-half mile down 

on the east side of the road, I noticed a flooded field. 

Driving slowly, I noted the usual puddle ducks, a few 

Great Blue Herons, and many shorebirds.  Then I spotted 

a brownish bird with a long decurved bill in tl1e taller 
vegetation. 

I stopped the car, got out my spotting scope, and 
noted as many field marks as I could. The bird stood 
about2 feet tall and seemed to beaboutthe sizeofa Snowy 

Egret or Little B lue Heron. It was a deep chestnut color 
with an iridescent green coloring on the wings. The bill 
was long and decurved and it bad a well-defined white 
border which beg n al il1e luv uf U1e hil i ,  we1 1 i  around Lhe 
eye, and under the chin. l had found a While-faced Ibis 

(Piegadis chihi) in breeding plumage, a s tate bird for me. 

Unfortunately, I was only able to observe the bird a 
few m inutes before it t1e\l/ east into Goose Lake Prairie. 

I was not able to relocate tlle bird tlrnt evening, though I 
searched until it got dark. Fortunate\ y, the bird was 

relocated and photographed tllenextday by Joe Milosevich 

Meadowlark 



who confirmed Lhe identification. The bird was also seen 

on 1 7  May by Al Stokie, Eric Walters, and Wes Serafin. 

The White-faced Ibis is 

considered a rare vagrant 

in Illinois wiU1 almost all 

sightings occur in spring 

(Bohlen, 1989). 

Cindy Alberico 
1 707 Cora Street 

Joliet, IL 60435 

Literature Cited 

Bohlen, H .D. 1989. 

suited to usher in late western migrants. Unusually cool 

and wet weather in late April forestalled migration, 

yielding a remarkable number of late dates. 

Southwest winds prevailed for three days lead­

ing up Lo the bird' s visit, then shifted northwest 

on 14 May, gusting to 25 mph. 

The B irds of Illinois. In­

diana University Press. 

B loomington, IN. 

Adult White-faced Ibis at Goose Lake 
Prairie State Park, Grundy Co., first 
Grundy County record. 16 May 1995. 
Photo by Joe B. Milosevich. 

One observation detail, the orange bill, was 

initially disconcerting; T he National Geographic 
Field Guide to Birds of North America said that 

an orange bill is diagnostic of the Greenland 

race of Greater White-fronted Goose, an un­

likely Illinois vagrant, especially given the pre­

vailing winds. It was with some comfort that I 

read Kenn Kaufman ' s  discussion of the 

Greenland subspecies of the Greater White­

fronted Goose in the December 1994 issue of 

Birding . Kaufman found that, more often than 

not, observers pressed to address bill color of 

white-fronts in western North Ame1ica, described 

Greater White-fronted 
Goose 

at Chicago in Mid-May 

the bill as orange, not pink as depicted in the 

An unbanded, free-flying Greater 

White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons) was 

seen on the remarkably late dates of 14- 1 5  

May, 1995, at Jackson Park on Chicago's 

south side. This appears to represent the 

latest valid spring date for this species in 

Illinois. Bohlen ( 1989) cited three May 

dates, the latest on 10 May 1986. He also 

noted a record from 6- 1 2  June 1982, but 
stated that the origin of the bird was "in 

q uestion." As is typical of effant white­

fronts, the Jackson Park bird associated 

with a flock of Canada Geese. I observed 
it with John Harshman the morning of 1 5  

May, as i t  fed and preened in undisturbed 

waters at Wooded Island' s east lagoon. 

Greater White-fronted Goose, Jackson Park, Cook Co., 14 May 1995 
latest spring date for Illinois. Photo by Thomas Jackman. 

Later that aflernoon, Tom Jackman found the bird on 

the Museum of Science and Industry's  reflecting pond. 

Jackman also saw it with the resident Canada Geese. It 

was the last bird to leave the water to graze on the lawn, 

and when a dog appeared, it was the first bird to fly. 

Jackman obtained photographs which revealed the 

condition of the flight feathers; they showed normal 

wear for a wild individual and lacked the tattered edges 

typical of captive birds. 

Mid-May 1 995 weather conditions were ideally 

Vol. 4, No. 4 

field guides, and that there are no published diagnostic 

field marks for North American versus Greenland Greater 

White-fronted Geese. 

Thanks to John Harshman who discovered the bird, 

to Tom Jackman for sharing photographs on behavior 

observation s,  and to David Mandell for c alling 

Kaufman' s  article to my attention. 

Paul R. Clyne 
5538 S. Blackstone Ave. 

Chicago, IL 60637 
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A Ross' Goose Invasion 
in Winnebago County -

1 3  Birds! 

On 8 March 1 995, I began birding at 6:30 a.m. 
After s topping at various locations in Winnebago County, 
I bad seen several species of resident and migrant birds, 
including many ducks. 

About 1 1 :30, I an"ive<l at Howard's  fann along Route 
70 near Durand. This properly consists of open pasture� 
land with several ponds and streams near lhe Pecatonica 
Rover. lt is surrounded by corn fields and woodland 
and knovv·n as the best place in \.'v'innebago Cuuuly for 
migrating geese. 

I immediately noticed several Snow Geese (both blue 
and white morphs) with the many thousands of Canada 
Geese. I began scanning through the geese with my 
scope and spotted two white geese with black wing tips, 
like a Snow Goose, but they were much smaller, had 
short, stocky necks, and very short, stubby pink bills. 
They were obviously Ross' Geese (Chen rossi). 

As I watched, most of the geese, including the Ross' 
Geese, lifted into the air. At this time, I noticed a large 
flock of approximately 200 Snow Geese flying in from 
the southeast. Eventually, all the geese settled down 
again. While scanning, I found eleven Greater White­
fronted Geese, with yet more Canada and Snow Geese. 

Continuing to scan. I discovered a group nf 1 3  birds 
that were slightly separated from tl1e rest of the geese. 
Most had their heads tucked under their wings, but 
three or four had their heads raised. Again, tllc white 
and biack plumage, small size, short neck, and stubby 
bill gave away their identity. Eventually, all the birds 
in the group began to graze; all 13 birds were Ross' 
Geese. 

Wiliie watching these birds for at least half an hour, 
I had excellent views in direct comparison to Canada, 
Greater White-fronted, and both forms of Snow Geese. 

This flock represented the second Winnebago 
County record. The first Ross' Goose record for the 
�ca�ty \."'v'Vi� t..'J.c t-w·v r11y brutl1cr Rctflciy auU i fouud at 

the same location 21-24 November 1994. At least a few 
of we Ross· Geese srayed through 16 March and were 
seen by many otber observers. 
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Belvidere, IL 61008 

•. 

Illinois' First Spring Bird Count 
Record and Third State Record 

of an Arctic Tern 

My winding Spring Bird Counl route tbrough 
western Will County typically brings me Lo the Braid­
wood Nuclear Station Cooling Lake sometime during 
tlle afternoou. A discouraging lack of migranls in U1e 
Des Piaines au<.i Kankakee River vaileys that morning 
had hastened my arrival at Braidwood on 6 May 1 995. 

After tallying only six species of warblers and two 
thrushes, .L was hopeful that something interesling like 
tJ1e in1 ... rnature Bonaparte' s  Gull I had seen there ihe day 
before would cross my patl1 and add a spark of excitement 
to what was shaping up to be one of my worsl SBCs.  

As luck would have it, tl1e Bonaparte' s Gull was still 
flying around the same boat launch area of the lake. 
Finally ! I next checked t11e mouU1 of the channel near 
U1e screening plm1t, which is in a restricted portion of the 
cooling lake. The metal breakwater situated al lhe mouth 
of this channel provides oue of the very few offshore 
perch sites available on the lake. Hence, it is a fairly 
reliable loafing spot for cormorants, guJls, and terns Uiat 
could otherwise go unnoticed on a lake of this size with 
its many strip mine islm1ds. My good fortune continued 
as several terns - always good birds on a Will County 
SBC - were waiting for me. 

I viewed lhe terns from my car from about 50 to 75 
yards with a window-mounted scope. During tl1e next 
hour and a half, between I and 2:30 pm, I observed 
approximately 40 terns. 

The eighl Black Terns present were easily separated 
from the other larger, lighter-colored terns. While at­
tempting to separate the remaining birds as either Com­
mon or Porstcr' s, T noticed one adult tern wiii1 a much 
sm!lJler, �tll red bill. Upon c!o��er investigation, I could sec 
that this tern had very short legs compared with the 
adjacent Common and Forster's Terns. Leg length was 
easily discemable because the metal breakwater rose a 
few feet above tl1e water. As l studied the tern's smaller 
build and well-rounded head further, it became quite clear 
tbat l was looking at an Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaeu). 

Due lo the strung overhead lighting, tl1e J\.rctic Tern's  
white cheek patch and grayish underparts were not visible. 
In addition, I was unable to get a satisfactory view of the 
tem in IligiJl to note the wingtips as field marks. l was, 
however, able to photograph the bird well enough to 
clearly depict the tern' s  shorter legs and smaller bill. One 
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Adult Arctic Tern, second.from left, Braidwood Nuclear Station Cooling Lake, Will Co., third Illinois record, 
second Will County record. 6 May 1995. Photo by Joe B. Milosevich. 

photo even reveals a white cheek patch which I was 
unable to nole in lhe field. 

This Arclic Tern represents only the third Illinois 
record for this species. The first occuned on Lake 
Springfield 28 June through 1 J  uly, 1 992 (Bohlen, 1 993). 

The second was also recorded in Will County on 27 

May 1993. All of Illinois' records for this very rare 
vagranl have been adull birds in breeding plumage. I 
have had the unique pleasure of seeing and photograph­
ing all three of Illinois' Arctic Terns. 

Literature Cited 
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Bohlen, H. David. Firsl Illinois Record of the Arctic 
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Editor's Note: Milosevich 's account of Illinois ' second 
Arctic Tern is published in Meadowlark 2: 140. 

White-tailed Kite 
at Springfield, Sangamon County 

While walking back lo my truck on 2'l April 
1995 at Washington Park in Springfield, I noticed lwo 
or three Broad-winged Hawks floating over. Then a 
whitish bird aboul the size of a Ring-billed Gull ap­
proached from the south, j usl above the tree tops. As I 
watched the bird, I decided it was nol a gull.  Suddenly, 
it th undered into my mind Iha! the bird was a While-
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tailed Kite (Elanus caeruleus). The bird turned into a 
west wind with a bouncing night and I ran east to keep 
it in sighl. 

I had a fairly brief view - about 30 seconds - while I 
was moving east and slopping to get looks al the bird. In 
its gliding posture, lhe wings were held in a horizontal 
manner. The head was white and no bill was protruding 
as it would with a gull. I could clearly see the solid 
black shou lder patch on the upper left wing and also, the 
grayish under-primaries of the right wing. The wingtips 
were fairly pointed. The all-while tail was long and 
squm·ed off. I did not see leg, eye, or bill color because 
of the distance and apparently missed the small black 
patch at the wrist of the underwing, if it was present. 

The bird passed out of sighl heading WNW behind 
a treeline.  I j umped into my truck and raced west, but  
soon became snarled in traffic. I drove west of Spring­
field and scanned the sky, but never could relocate the 
kite. I stopped and drew a crude sketch and Look brief 
notes on what I had seen. 

In 1 969 and 1 970, I lived m1d worked at Camp 
Pendlelon in California where I saw several of tl1ese 
raptors daily . I am convinced, even with my rather brief 
fly-by look, that the bird was a While-tailed Kite. Illinois' 
first White-tailed Kite occurred 9 May 1 987 near 
Williamsfield, Knox County (Baum, 1987). 
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Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 
Visits DeKalb County 

witll Anita Almeda and the flycatcher 
was siuing on the barbed wire fence 
within 10 meters of the spot it occupied 
the previous Tuesday. Oilier area birders 
also saw the flycatcher during this week. 

On 25 April 1995, ! was in­
formed by a local biologist and co-worker, 
Terry Martin, that a Scissor-tailed Fly­
catcher (Tyrannus forficatus) was dis­
covered by Matt, Philip, and Rita Nielsen 
in a south-central DeKalb County horse 
pasture. I had seen this species only in 
field guides. On 23 April, Phil Nielsen 
and his son, Malt, wen t out to care for the 
horses on their farm when Matt noticed a 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, De 
Kalb Co., 25 April 1 995. 
Photo by Terese Dudek. 

This bird may have been an over­
migrant as Bohlen (1 989) suggested. In 
Illinois, tllis species is considered a rare 
vagrant from the soutl1westem plains. 
The species is expanding its range norLh 
and east, with nesLing documented in 
Tennessee, north central Missouri, and 
Iowa. Northern Illinois records include 
Winnebago County ( 1986) and Winnetka 
( _1_ 987) (Bohlen 1 989). 

distinctive-looking bird sitting on lhe 
barbed wire fence along the pasture's  south edge. 

Due to its distinguishing features, the Nielsen family 
was able to identify the bird as a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher. 
Bohlen ( 1989) describes this species as "unmistakable" 
due to its long tail and gray body, which contrasts with 
salmon wing linings. 

At noon on 25 April, another biologist, Janice Grainger, 
and I visited t11e pasture. We scanned the pasture with 
binoculars for 30 minutes to no avail. About 4:30 p.m., we 
returned with still and video cameras. The warm and 
sunny day had become cloudy and it was sprinkling. As we 
turned east onto Shabbona Grove Road, we watched tlle 
barbed wire fence along tlle south edge of tlle pasture. 

Finally, we saw the flycatcher sitting on the fence about 
one meter from the ground. 

The bird, an adult male, flew off into the pasture and 
perched on some small, woody stems near ground level. 
We videotaped it as it displayed the flycatcher's char­
acteristic sallying behavior. The bird tlew out a few 
meters close to the ground, spread its long tail feathers, 
flashed its bright salmon wing linings, then returned to its 
perch. Ai limes, ii hovered and moved in a zig-zag pattern. 

Tue habitat was appropriate for this species - an open 
pasture with a wooded creek running along its northern 
edge witll two fence rows of trees bisecting tlle eastern 
half. The activity of a small number of horses moving 
in the grassy area stirred up insects, facilitating the 
hird ' s  hun•i g. 

Within 30 minutes, Terry Martin and bis wife, 
Sherrie, arrived. Shortly after, Philip Nielsen arrived 
witll Matthew and his daughter, Sarall, to tend the horses. 
We were allowed access to the pasture and spent about 
30 minutes enjoying and photographing the scissor-tail 
in the drizzle. 

On 26 April, I returned to the pasture, but did not see 
the bird from tlle roadside. On 28 April, I returned again 
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58 Winter Wrens 
at Jackson Park, Cook County 

An unprecedented fall-out of Winter Wrens 
(Troglodytes troglodytes) took place on 23 April 1995, 
when a tally of 58 individuals was recorded in Jackson 
Park on Chicago' s  lake front. Previous spring high 
counts for Illinois have apparently not exceeded 20 
birds (Mlodinow 1984, Bohlen 1989). 

This heavy wren passage occuffed amid a notably 
dull spring migration. during which only one species of 
warbler wru; recorded through 23 April .  Only one sp1ing 
migrant, a Iv1arsh Viren, appeared during the 20 to 23 
April period. Temperatures during this Lime remained 
below normal, especially along Chicago' s  lake front. 
Moderate winds on 23 April were from t11e northeast. 

In all, my survey of Wooded Island in Jackson Park 
yiP!ded 1 'i ini:lividu'11 Wi!l.te.r Wrt:!l.S.  S0!.!!h of !!!e go!f 
course, located at the southern end of Wooded Island, J 
checked a tangle of thickets favored by these wrens and 
found six birds all visible on the same pile of wood 
chips. I found an additional seven more birds in the 
thickets at this site. 

Groups of two or three birds were found al other 
locations within Jackson Park. I was careful to check 
many sites twice and crune up with identical numbers of 

Meadowlark 



individuals al each silc. 

After finding a LeConte's  Sparrow, I retired for 
lunch. D y  thal Lime, I personally logged 48 Winler 
Wrens!  I called Tom Jackman to lcll him about the birds 

and he also checked Wooded I sland. In addi tion to the 

areas I checked, he surveyed some new spols and came 

up with an additional 24 more Winter Wrens. Our com­

bined total for the day was 58 Winter Wrens. Curiously, 

none were singing. 

Tom Jackman and I took great care in comparing 

our sightings to avoid double-counting Winter Wrens.  

Our total of 58 birds is probably conservalive, with the 

actual number being much higher. The Winler Wren is 

an elusive species, of course, and we did not assume that 

our tentative total of 74 birds (including the iffy double­

counted birds) represented all the individuals present in 

the park on this day. 
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Nine Pine Warblers 
at Jackson Park, Cook County 

A surprisingly large tally of nine Pine Warblers 

(Dendroica pinus) in Jackson Park was obtained on the 

1995 Spring B ird County on 6 May 1995. The birds 

were observed by Paul Clyne, Keith B arker, and Robert 

Hamish. Other single party counts for Pine Warblers that 

I know of for the Chicago area have not exceeded five 

individuals (Mlodinow 1984). 

Our party found two males at 67th Street and South 
Coast Guard Drive at the extreme southern end of Jack­

son Park. Less than half a block west were three males 

and one female foraging on the ground. I left the other 

two members of the party as they kept a watch on the 

flock of four while I returned to the first site to locate the 

first two males. Thus, six Pine Warblers were seen sim­

ultaneously. 

Later that morning we arrived at Wooded Island and 

learned that two male Pine Warblers were seen near 

two different street lamps. My party found both indi­

viduals. That afternoon, I located another male Pine 

Warbler at 58th Street and Stony Island Avenue. 
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Swainson's Warbler 
in Busey Woods, Champaign County 

On 28 May 1995, I arrived early for the last of our 

Audulxm Society's  weekly spring B usey Woods Bird 

Walks. Since I help lead the walks, I decided to run a 

short scouting trip. It was immediately evident that al­

though it was late in May, there were still many spring 

migrants around, including a Mourning Warbler at the 

parking lot. 

As I started across a small suspension bridge that 

leads from the parking lot to the woods, I noticed a 

warbler-like bird skulking low, foraging in the dense 

shrubs along the river bank. The bird was somewhat like 

an Oporornis, but it showed no yellow and seemed to 

have a brownish cast. 

Then, as luck would have it, the bird flew up to a 

railing on the bridge, just a few feet in front of me. It  

hopped to the next bridge railing and then to an open 

branch, before resuming its foraging in the denser shrub­

bery. It was immediately clear that the bird was not a 

Worm-eating Warbler. Although, its pattern was rem­

iniscent of a Warbling Vireo or a Tennessee Warbler, it 

was quite different from either. 

The warbler-like bill was clearly larger than that of a 

Tennessee Warbler' s. The bird had a brown cap, thin 

eyeline, gray-brown back, and whitish underparts. Most 

distinctive were the pink legs, which are not characteristic 

of either the Warbling Vireo or the Tennessee Warbler. 

I realized I was looking at a bird I hadn ' t  seen for 

a long time - a S wainson' s Warbler (Limnothlypis 
swainsonii) - which formerly occurred annually in south­

ern Illinois. This species may be extirpated from Illinois. 

Interestingly, this bird was not the first record of the 

Swainson' s  Warbler in B usey Woods; one was seen in 

1 985 (Bohlen, 1 989). 
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Little Blue Heron drawing by Brian K. Willis. 

TJ.... ­
.1. .l.lC 

SPRING SEASON 

1\1arch was warmer and drier than normal state­
wide, while April and early May were cooler and wetter than 
normal. Consequently, migration, which started slightly 
ahead of schedule, seemingly stalled after mid-April. While 
waterfowl and early landbird migrants arrived in normal 
numbers and on time or even ahead of schedule, compara­
tively little neotropical migration had occurred by the time 
of the Spring Bird Count. Several count observers com­
mented on the paucity of warblers and the surplu s of 
linge.ring w�t�rfowL Shorebirds were gener!!lly hard la 
find, but there were good numbers at a few select areas. 

Easily overlooked, b u t  ornithologically significant 
were the record early arrival dates for 18 species. These 
daies occurred during i 7 March to 22 Aprii wiLh half of 
the record dates falling between 9- 1 8  April. This list 
included eight warbler, three shorebird, and two swallow 
species. Despite the few individuals that arrived so early, 
there were no noticeable concentrations of these species 
or passerines until later. 

Afler approximately mid-April, neotropical migrants 
arrived late even in spectacular numbers statewide during 
the 8- 1 0  May period. 9 May was the peak date in many 
areas. There continued to be good numbers of warblers, 
vireos, thrushes, flycatchers, and o ther later migrants into 
the last week of J\1ay, some even well into J une. Although 
there were some spectacular days for observers, lhe iotal 
number of birds seen during migralion was probably 
normal or even below normal. 

Birding seemed somewhat dull until the mid-May on­
slaught of migranls when some interesting birds stirred 
interest. The most cooperative bird was an Anbinga, 
seen at McKee Marsh by many observers for a week. At 
least two flyby Anbingas were observed at Jackson Park 
during the same period. Other cooperative birds included 
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by Robert Chapel 

tl1e season's  only R..:d-necked Grebe, a breeding-plumaged 
adull, seen at a pond adj acent to a major shopping mall in 
Champaign for three days; a White-faced Ibis seen by 
many observers during its stay al Goose Lake Prairie; the 
winter Gyrfalcon at Clinton Lake that lingered until March 
5; and a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher Lhat spent a week in 
De Kalb County. 

The most exciting bird of the season was a White­
tailcd Kite seen briefly in Springfield. Unfortunately i t  
eou10 nor be reiocated. Other highlights included huge 
flocks of American White Pelicans in son thern and western 
Illinois; a Ncotropical Cormorant at Ri vcrdale; two 
Cinnamon Teals and an o u t-of range Swainson' s  Hawk 
near Havana and even one in Lake Counly; many Yellow 
Rails in central Illinois, a Black Rail in Henderson County; 
an A rctic Tern at Braidwood, numerous B lack-throated 
Blue Warblers downstate (unusual in spring), a Swainson ' s  
Warbler in U rbana; good numbers of the Oporornis warblers 
down-state, and many HaITis'  Sparrows statewide. 

Please note, all breeding records will be reported in the 1995 
Breeding Season Reporl. A special Lhanks is extended to all 
contribulors to this report, who are listed here in full and by 
initials following each observation :  

Lmdy Albenco, Kenee Baade (KHa), Keith llarkcr, Michael 
Baum (MBa), Bill Bertrand, Laurence Din ford, Richard Diss, 
Dave Bohlen, RfJnBradley, Alat1 Brauhagau (ABr), l\Tleue Brei� 
Karin Cassel, Robert Chapel, Elizabeth Cha to, Paul Clyne, Dave 
Cooper, Robert Danley, Myrna Deaton, Judy DeNcal, Sheryl 
De Vore, Jeff Donaldson (JDo); Teresa Dudek, Ralph Eiseman, 
Josh Engel, Carol Fields, Todd Fink, Darlene Fisk, Ronald 
Flemal, Jim Frazier, Urs Geiser, Bract Grover, Philip Haebler, 
Marybelh Hallett (Mila), Jim Hampson, Robert Harnish (RHa), 
John Harshman (Jl·la), Scott Hickman, Kanai llirabayashi, Mar­
garet Hoefer (MHr), Roger Hotham (IUio), Robert Hughes, 
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1995 Spring Highlights 
B arrie Hunl, Thomas Jackman, Jean 
Kaleel, Dan Kassebaum, Vernon Kleen, 
John Koch (JKo); Greg Lambeth, Jim 
Landing, I .arry Lal're, Chuck I .eib, David 
Mandell, Walter Marcisz. Tim Marquardt, 
Cynlhia McKee (CMc), John McKee 
(JMc), Lynn McKeown, Keith McMullen, 
Theresa McMullen, Dan Miller (DMJ), 
Joe Milosevich, Shaibal Mitra, Carl 
Mowery, John O'Brien (JOb), Helen 
Parker, Sebastian Patti, Peter Petersen, 
Jack Pomatto (JP), Dale Pontious, Adam 
Reyburn, Phil Reyburn, Harriet Rylaars­
dam, Richard Sandburg (RSa), Jeffrey 
Sanders (JSa), Rick Seibert, Mark Seiffert 

Common Loon, one of 19 present on Long 
Lake, Lake Co., 10 April 1 995. Photo by 
David B. Johnson. 

Common Loon 
EA: 6 Mar., CONWR ((KM); 1 4  
Mar. (ad.), Sang.L (DI3); 26 Mar., 
McHenry Co (DF); 26 Mar., Chi 
(JL). MC: 1 3, Spfkl, 3 Apr. (DB); 
LO, Evanslon, 4 May (EW). LD: 
30 May (ad.), UCCA (TF); 29 
May, Lincoln (l'J>). 

Pied-billed Grebe 
EA: 5 Mar., Lisle (fide JF). MC: 
55 ,  Spfld, 8 Apr. (DD) ;  52,  

Decatur, 8 Apr. (MD); 25,  Mermel L, 1 Apr. (KM). 

Horned Grebe 
(MSe), Brad Semel,Wes Serafin, Roberta Simonds (RSm), 
Darrell Shambaugh, Jim Smith, Muriel Smith, Ruth Sparks 
(RSp), Leona.rd Stanley, Al Stokie, Joe Suchecki (JSu); Craig 
Thayer, Gil Waldbauer, Eric Walters, Charles Westcolt, 
Geoffrey Williamson. 

EA: 26 Feb., Spfld (DB); 26 Feb., LCal (WM). MC: 33,  Spfld, 
3 1  Mar. (DB) .  LD: 9 May, HLCA (TF et a!.) ;  6 May (ad.), Spfld 
(DB); 6 May, Evanston (EW,JE). 

As a printing aide, the following abbreviations have been used throughout this report: 

EA = Earliest Arrival(s) MC = Maximum Count(s) LD = Latest Departures(s) 

Carl .L 

CBG 

Chi 

Clin.L 

CONWR 

CNC 

Fermi 

FWMA 

GLPSP 

HLCA 

IBSP 

JP 

KCP 

KFWA 

LC al 

ad. 
Co (s) 
sub ad. 
C.A. 
imm. 
F.P. 

Carlyle Lake LChau 

(Clinton & Bond Cos) LCNP 
Chicago Botanic Garden 
(Glencoe, Cook Co) LRen 

Chicago ' s  Lakefront  Parks, LShel 
excluding JP (Cook Co) 

Clinton Lake (De Wilt Co) M.A..rb 

Crab Orchard NWR MFWA 
(Williamson Co) MM 
Crabt..ree NC (Cook Co) MS 
FerrniLab (Du Page Co) MTnw.R 
Fishhook Wildlife Management Palos 
A..rea (Moullrie Co.) 

Goose Lake Prairie SP Rend L 
(Grundy Co) & Heidecke L 

Horseshoe Lake CA (Madison Co) RLCA 
Illinois Beach SP (Lake Co) SRSF 
Chicago's Jackson Park (Cook Co) Sang.L 
Ke1mekuk County Park 
(Vermilion Co) Spfld 
Kaskaskia FW A (Moultrie Co) UCCA 
Lake Calumet & vicinity (Cook Co) Wauk 

= adult 
= County (ies) 
= s ubadult 
= Conservation Area 
= im..rn. 
== Forest Preserve 

pr. 
L 
* 

N.C. 
** 

N.P. 

= pair 
= Lake 
= documented record 
= Nature Center 
= specimen record 
= Nature Preserve 

yg. == young 

Lake Chatauqua NWR (Mason Co) 

La Salle County Nuclear Plan t 
(La Salle Co) 

Lake Renwick (Will Co) 

Lake Shelbyville 
(Moult..rie an cl Shelby Cos) 

Morton Arboretum (Du Page Co) 
Middlefork FW A (Vermilion Co) 

McKee Marsh (Du Page Co) 

McGinnis Slough (Cook Co) 

Mark Twain NWR (Calhoun Co) 

Palos Forest Preserve inc. 
Saganashkee Slough (Cook Co) 

Rend Lake 
(Franklin & Jefferson Cos) 

Rice Lake CA (Pullon Co) 

Sand Ridge SF(Mason Co) 

Sangchris Lake SP 
(Sangamon and Christian Cos) 

Springfield (Sangamon Co) 

Union County CA (Union Co) 

Waukegan (Lake Co) 

resp. = respectively 
N.W.R. = National Wildlife Refuge 
m.ob. = many observers 
S.F. = Slate Forest 
est. 
S.P. 

= es timated 
= Stale Park 

F.W.A. = Pisb and Wildlife Area 1.0.R.C. = Illinois Ornithological Records Commillcc 

A number in parentheses ( ) indicates the number of birds observed at a particular location or on a parlicular date. 
No number signifies single birds. Dates, counts or sites undrelined and bolded represenl very early/lale dates or counls 
unprecedented or extremely significant for lhe stale or that region. 
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Red-necked Gn..-ebc 
G-8 May, Champaign ("'EC,"'RC, m .ob.) .  Vi . .t"st Chatlli.iaign Co 
record. See seasonal highlights. 

Eared Grebe 
EA: 3 M ar . ,  HLCA (KM);  L 1 1vi ar . - L:l  !\pr . ,  U� L 

(*RS,*CW,AS,m.ob.). MC: 3 (ad.), Spfld, 1 4  Apr. (DD ) .  LD: 4 
May, Union Co. (TF et al .) .  Others: 1 Apr., Diamond L (Lake Co) 
(fide JF); 2 Apr. (2), Decatur (MD); 29 Apr., 
Spoon L (Knox Co) (MBa). 

American White Pelican 
EA: 18 Mar. (40), UCCA (RD). MC: 650+, 
UCCA, 2 Apr. (RD); 285, Henderson Co (3 
sites): 21 A .. pr. (L�.1); 200� Pere rvf:irqDeHe 
S .P., 6 Apr. (DS); 1 50, Mercer Co, 27 Apr. 
(PP). LD: 29 May (6), Johnson Co (Tl1); 23 
May, B aker's  L (Cook Co) (AS); 1 1  May 
( 15) ,  Carroll Co (Pl'). Others: :n Mar. (135), 
Carl.L (Fayclte Co) (KM); 26-28 Apr. ( 1 1) ,  
Aurora (fide JF); 29 Apr., Palos (WS) ;  29-30 
Apr. LCal (WM) - Popnlation explosion of 
the last several years continues. Is  breeding 
imminent? 

Double-crested Cormorant 
EA: 1 1  Mar. (3), LRen (JM).  MC: 1010, 
Spoon L (Knox Co), 29 April (MBa); 1000, 
Jefferson Co, 9 Apr. (TF). 

NEOTROPICAL CORMORANT 
20 May,  Riverd ale quarry (Cook Co) 
(*RI-I,JOb,DM,SP). 5th state record. 

ANHINGA 

Cattle Egret 
EA: 3 Apr., Jackson Cu (KM); 9 Apr., Decalur (MD). MC: 1 50, 
Sauget (St. Clair Co), 22 Apr. (KM, DK); 15,  LR en, 6 May (JM). 
LD: 3 1  May (2), Spfld (DB) .  

Green Heron 
EA: 1 1  Apr. ,  Pomona (Jackson Co) (KM); 1 1  Apr., Franklin Co 
(LS); 15 Apr.,  Clin.L (RC); 19 Apr. (2), near MM (MS); 19 Apr. ,  

JP (PC). MC: 6 ,  JP,  17  May (PC). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron 
EA: 28 Mar. ( 14), LCaJ (WM). MC: 1066, 
LCal,  29 M ar .  (WM ) .  LD: 6 M ay ,  
Champaign C o  (EC ) .  Others: 7 May 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron 
EA: 22 Apr. (3 ), Sauget (St. Clair Co) (KM, 
DK). LD: 3 May, Evanston (JKo). 

WHITE-FACED JRJS 
15 - 17  May, GLPSP (*CA, JM-ph.).  1 3 Lh 
spring IL record, sec seasonal highlights. 

Tundra Swan 
EA: 26 Feb. (2), West Chicago (MS). MC: 
4, Cypress Creek N.W.R. ,  6 Mar. ( KM).  
LD: 26 Apr. ,  CBG (LB) .  Others: 16  Mar. 
(3) ,  near M.Arb (RSm). Swan species EA: 
18 Feb. (2), JP (PC). 

Mute Swan 
EA: 21 Fd.>., SL Clair Cu (KM); 25 Feb., 
Clin.L (RC).  MC: 42, LCal, 25 Feb. (JL)­
most or all were from Wolf L population 
spreading out. 

2 1 -29 Apr. (female), MM (IlS,*RF,*m.ob.); 
28 Apr. (2), JP ( *PC). Fourth & fifth IL 
spring records and first records ever for tl.  IL 
See seasonal highlights. 

American Bittern 
EA: 10 Apr. (3 ), Spfld (DB); 13 Apr. (2), 
Lockport l'rairie (CA). MC: 4, GLPSI', 15 
May (CA) . Others: 14 May, Chi (EW­
pholo). 

American Bitten perched 
60 feet high in Lincoln 
Park Bird Sanc!!1a ry, 
Cook Co., 1 4 May 1995. 
Photo by Eric Walters. 

Least Bittern 
EA: 19 Apr. (2), Massac Co (TF); 23 Apr., Spfld. (DB);  23 Apr., 
MM (MD, JL). MC: 3 ,  Mermet L (Massac Co), 9 May (KM, TF, 
m.ob.). LD: 27 May, KCl' (RC). Others: 1 9  May, Chi (KHi, 
EW); 1 2  May, Chi (EW-photo8). 

Great Blue Heron 
EA: 19 Feb. (2), Du Page Co (JSu); 22 Feb., Spfld (DB) .  MC: 
1 20, D arrington, 1 9  Mar. (JSa); SO, Monroe Co, 15  May (KM); 
14, Spfld, 31 May (DB) .  

Great Egret 
EA: 1 8  Mar., LCal (JL). MC:  75, LCal, 25 Apr. (WM). LD: 29 
May, Decatur (MD) . 

Snowy Egrd 
MC: 3 Apr., Spfl<i. (DB). MC: 1 1 , Union Co, 1 8  Apr. (TF). LD: 
25 M ay, Spfld (DB) .  Others : 29 Apr. (ad.), Wataga (MBa)-lst  
Knox Co record; 20 May, LCal (AS). 

Little Illue Heron 
EA: 3 Apr., Oakwood B ottoms (Jackson Co) (KM); 15 Apr., 
Sang.L (DB , MD). MC: 30, Saint Clair Co, 15 Apr. (TF); 3 
(imm.), Decatur, 1 9  Apr. (MD). LD: 1 7  May (ad.), Skokie 
Lagoons F.P. (Cook Co) (JSa); 9 May (ad.), Spfld (DB). 
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Least Bittern, Montrose Harbor Magic Hedge, 
Cook. Co., 12 .7',1ay 1 995. Photo by Eric Walters. 

Meadowlark 
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Greater White-fronted Goose 
EA: 3 1  Jan ., Spfld (DD);  3 Mar., Rock Cut S . l' .  
(DG). MC: 1 1 7, Franklin Co, 6 Mar. (LS); 106, 
Spfld, 2 Mar. (DD); 100, Clin.L, 4 Mar. (MD); 
59, LCNP, 13 Mar. (CMc, JMc). LD: 14-15 
May. JP (*PC) see seasonal highlights; 22 Mar., 
Union Co (9) (TF). Others: 7-13  Mar. (2), Fermi 
(PK); 1 1  Mar., Glcn Ellyn (fideJF); l l - 1 2 Mar., 
Shabbona (fide JF). 

Snow Goose 
EA: 1 7  Feb. (2, white), Sang.L (DB). MC: 600, 
Sangamon Co, 4 Mar. (DB); 300, ne. Winnebago 

Adult Black-crowned Night Heron, Lake Renwick, Will 
Co., May 1 995. Photo by Joe B. Milosevich. 

Co, 10 Mar. (JDo); 100, UCCA, 6 Mar. (KM). LD: 19 May, St. 
Clair Co (KM); 26 Apr., Dragon L F.P. (Du Page Co) (JSu). 

Ross' Goose 
EA: 6- 12  Mar., Franklin Co (LS); 7-9 Mar., Fermi (PK,m.ob.). 
MC: 13, Durand (Winnebago Co- see seasonal highlights) , 8 - 16  
M ar. (BG, m.ob.); 7, Buffalo (Sangamon Co), 4 Mar. (DB); �' 
Fermi, 1 3 Mar. (PK). LD: 1 8-20 Mar. (2 ad.), CBG (*LB, EW­
photos) - first Cook Co record. 

Canada Goose 
EA: 1 7  Feb. (influx), Spoon L (Knox Co) (MB a). MC: 20,000, 
ne. Winnebago Co, 10 Mar. (JDo). 

Wood Duck 
EA: 1 8  Feb., Spfld (DB); 23 Feb. ,  JP (HR). MC: 23, Spfld, 1 Apr. 
(DB); 22, Union Co, 6 May (TI'). 
Green-winged Teal 
EA: 1 8  Feb. ,  Sangamon Co (DD) ;  1 8  Feb. (4), Urbana (RC); 2 
Mar. (9), Du Page Co (JSu). MC: 1 ,200+, Clin.L, 1 2  Apr. (RC). 
LD: 3 Jun., Decatur (MD); 20 M ay, LRen (CF). 

American Black Duck 
EA: 19 Feb. (60), Fermi (JSu). LD: 9 Apr., Jefferson Co (TF). 
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Two Ross ' Geese at Chicago Botanic Garden, Cook 
County 's first record. 20 March 1 995. 

Photo by Eric Walters. 

Mallard 
EA: 1 8  Feb. (67), JP (PC). MC: 10,000, Clin.L, 4-5 Mar. (MD, 
m.ob). 

Northern Pintail 
EA: 15 Feb., Sangamon Co (DD) ;  1 9  Feb. ,  Du Page Co (JSu). 
MC: 430, Pulaski Co., 6 Mar. (KM). LD: 6 May (male), Decatur 
(MD). Others: 1 5, Fermi, 1 1  Mar. (PK). 

Cattle Egret, Springfield, IL, 2 May 1 995. 
Photo by Dennis Oehmke. 
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Hlue-winged Teal 

13 Mar. ( 1 2), Boone Co (AB). MC: 1 ,000+, Clin.L, 12 Apr. 
(RC); 300, Pulaski Co, 13 Apr. (Tl '). LO: 4 June (male), Arcola 
(RC). 

Cinnamon Teal 
EA: 1 1 - 1 3  Apr. (male) ,fu!.fu!(DB).  LO: 25 
Apr., Dragon L F.P. (Du Page Co) (JSu). 

Northern Shoveler 
EA: 1 8  Feb ., Clin.L (RC); 1 2  Mar., ( 1 2), 

Du Page Co (JSu); 1 2  Mar. ( 13) ,  JP (PC); 
1 2  Mar. (6), B oone Co (AB). MC: 470, 
HLCA, 22 Mar. (KM); 200+, MS, 7 Apr. 
(W S); 200, Spfld, 26 Mar. (OB). LD: 3 
June (male), Decatur (MD; 1 4  May, Fermi 
(PK). 

KM, TF). MC: 5 ,  Spfld, 23 Feb. (DD). LD: 5 May, Mendota (La 
S11lle Cu) (if'JH, JK), ()lhef s: 1 0  Ap1•. , nc�a• 1Vf.A.1h (RSrn)f') -

firs t Du Page Co record; 17 Apr. (male), Decatur (MD); 27 Apr. 
(breeding plumage), CONWR (RD); 28 Apr.-5 May (female), 
Fermi (*UG,m.ob.-photos) - second Du Page Co record. 

White-winged Scoter 
LO: 5 Max. Mendota (La Salle Co) ( * JH, 
JK). Others: 13 & 22 Apr., L Storey 
(Knox Co) (AR, PR, MD a) 

Common Goldeneye 
MC: 232, JP, 20 Feb. (PC); 200, Spfld, 9 
Mar. (DB) .  LO: 3 1  May (female), IBSP 
(AS); 1 Apr. (female), Spfld (DB); 22 
Mar., HLCA lt<M). 
Bufflehead 

Gadwaii 
EA: 1 8  Pcb . ,  Clin.L (RC);  19 Feb. (2), Du 
Page Co (JSu). MC: 225, HLCA, 4 Mar. 
(KM); 1 20, Joliet, 24Feb. (JM); 1 10, Spfld, 
20 Mar. (DB ) .  LO: 21 May (pr.), LCal 
(WM); 6 May, Spfld (DB) .  

Male Harlequin Duck, Heidecke 
Lake. Grundy Co . .  25 March 1994. 
First Grundy County record, 
observed on 16,23, and 25 March. 
Photo by Joe B. Milosevich. 

EA: 5 Feb., Fermi (PK); 15 Feb. (4), JI 
(HR). MC: 86, Spfld, 20 Mar. (DB); 69 
CBG, 9 Apr. (JSa). LD: 10 May, CBG 
(LB) ;  9 May, Madison (TF et al.) ;  9 May 
(3), Decatur (MD). 

Hooded M erganser 
EA: 19 Feb., Mahomet (RC); 23 Feb. (4), 

JP (HR).  MC: 36, HLCA, 4 Mar. (KM);  
14 ,  se. Du Page Co, 4 Mar. (fide JF). 

American Wigeon 
EA: 1 8  Feb., Spfld (DB); 19 Feb. (2), Du 
Page Co (JSu). MC:  1 10, Pulaski Co, 6 
Mar. (KM); 50, Spfld, 8 Apr. (DB).  LO: 9 
May (4), Rend L (TF el al.). 

Canvasback 
EA; 19 Feb., M ahomet (RC); 24 Feb. (7), 
Joliet (JM). MC: 70, Pulaski Co, 6 Mar. 
(KM); 20, Spfld, 20 Mar. (DB) .  LD: 9 May 
(female), Rend L (TF et al.). 

Redhead 

Common Merganser 
MC: 720, HLCA, 14 Feb. (KM); 260, 
LCal, 4 Mar. (WM). LD: 26 Mar., Chi 
(JL); 20 Mar. (2 females), SpGd (DB) .  
Others: 200, Greene Valley F.P., 6 Mar. 
(fide JF). 

Red-breasted Merganser 

EA: 30 Jan . ,  Spfld (DD) ;  3 Mar., Lake 
Forest (EW). MC: 70, HLCA, 1 1  Mar. 
(KM); 3 1 ,  Spfld, 8 Mar. (DB) .  LO: 4 May 

Female Surf Seater, Fermilab, 
DuPage Co., one of first DuPage 

EA: 20 Feb., JP (47) (PC). MC: 3 130, ne. 
Chi, 19 Apr. (EW); 300, Decatur, 3 Apr. 
(MD); 260, Rend L, 1 8  Mar. (RD). LD: 
2 1  May, Wolf L (Cook Co) (WM); 1 9  
May, Rend L (TF); 19 May, Spfld (DB ) .  
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Buckhart (Sangamon Co) (DD).  

Ring-necked Duck 

1 995. 5 May 1 995. 
Photo by Eric Walters. 

Ruddy Duck 
EA: 1 2  Feb., Riverdale (JL). MC: 900, 
HLCA, 22 Mar. (KM); 270+, MS, 1 6  EA: 1 8  Feb., Clin.L (RC);  1 9  Feb. (3), Du 

Page Co (JSu). fv1C: 175, Pulaski Co, 6 !v1ar. (K!v1); 165, LCal, 
22 Mar. (EW); 75, Spfld, 20 Mar. (DB) .  LO: 7 June, McHenry 
Co (DF); 9 May, Rend L (TF et al.). 

Greater Scaup MC: 705, Evanston, 6 Apr. (InV-); 150, JP, 
12 Mar. (HR); (downstate MC) 6, Spfld, 1 Mar. (DB). LO: 29 
May, Decatur (MD). 

Lesser Scaup EA: 30 Jan. Spfld (DB); 1 8  Feb. ( 1 8), JP 
(PC). MC: 2700, Spfld, 4 Mar. (DD) ;  2400, Jersey Co, 8 Mar. 
(KM). LD: 3 June (3), Decatur (MD);  23 May (3), JP (TJ); 23 
May, Munroe Cu (KM). 

Harlequin Duck 
EA: i5 Feb.-9 Mar. (ad. maie, femaie), JP (PC, TJ,m.ob.­
photos). 

Oldsquaw 
EA: 22 Feb. (female), S pfld (DB); 2 Mar. (2 ad.), CO NWR (RD). 
LD: 29 Mar. (female, same as EA), Spfld (RF). Others: 17 Mar., 
Spoon L (Knox Co) (MD a). 

Black Scotcr 
EA: 1 1  Apr. (male), Spfld (DB).  

Surf Scoter 
EA: 18 Feb. - 4  Mar., Spfld (DB); 1 4- 1 8  Apr., Carbondale (RD, 
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ttp1 . \ n' l.)Ji  100, Spfld, 22 rvfar. (DD). LD: 30 rvfay (rnalc, 
female), Spfld (DB) ;  25 May, (2 male, 1 female), Riverdale 
(WM). 

Black Vuiture 
EA: 26 Feb. (4), Johnson Co (KM). MC: 6, Mermet L (Massac 
Co), 25 iviar. (Kivi). 

Turkey Vulture 
EA: 3 1  Jan. (3) ,  Johnson Co (KM);  1 8  Feb., Spfld (DB) ;  1 2  Mar. 
(2), Du Page Co (fide JF). MC: 30+, Washington Co, 20 Feb. 
(KM); 20+, Danville, 26 Feb. (RC). LO: 29 May, JP (PC). 

Osprey 
EA.: 29 iviar., Sang.i, (vn); S Apr., i-iaperviiie (liue iF). iviC: 4, 
Palos, 29 Apr. (WS). LO: 29 M ay, IBSP (JP); 20 May, Spfld 
{ l '\ T J \  \L.J'.LI ) •  

WHITE-TAILED KITE 
2 1  Apr., Spfld (Washington Park) (*DB) .  2nd State Record. See 
seasonal highlights. 

Mississippi Kite 
EA: 9 May (2), Union Co & ( 1 ), Pomona (Jackson Co) (TF et al. ) .  
MC: 7,  UCCA, 1 8  May (TF). 

Meadowlark 

· .· .  



Sora at Montrose Harbor, Cook Co., 7 May 1995. 
Photo by Eric Walters. 

Bald Eagle 
MC: 8, Jersey Co, 8 Mar. (KM). LD: 23 M ay (imm.), Monroe Co 
(KM); 20 May, nc. Lake Co (RH, JOb,DM).  Others : 1 1  Mar. ,  
KCP (JS); 1 9  Mar. (2nd-3rd yr), LCal (WM); 20 Mar.  (ad.), 
B aker's L (Cook Co) (CF); 22 Mar., Downers Grove (fide JF); 
22 Apr. (imm.), Clin.L (RC). 

Northern Harrier 
EA: 1 Feb., Spfld (DB). MC: 6, Spfld, 1 1  Mar. (DB) .  LD: 1 3  
Apr., M .Arb (fide JF). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 
EA: 2 1  Feb., Spfld (DB) ;  6 Mar., Palatine (CF). MC: 5 ,  Palos, 29 
Apr. (WS). LD: 24 May, McHenry Co (RB a); 20 May, Spoon L 
(Knox Co) (MB a). 

Cooper's Hawk 
EA: 1 1  Mar. (2), Palos (JL). MC: 3, Pine Hills (U nion Co), 1 Apr. 
(KM). LD: 29 May, Urbana (RC et al.). 

Northern Goshawk 
EA: 3 Mar. (imm.), Saline Co (JD); 4 Mar. (ad.), UCCA (RD); 
5 Mar., Freeport (*MHr-ph., m.ob.).  LD: 6 May (male), Homer 
L (Champaign Co) (*Ga, *MHa); 1 May (ad.), Du Page Co (TF). 
Olhers: 1 2  Mar. (imm.), Chi (RE); 19 Mar. (ad.), Rock Cut S.P. 
(Winnebago Co) (BG); 23 Apr. , Boone Co (AB). 

Red-shouldered Hawk 
EA: 10 Mar., West Chicago (MS). MC: 5, Clinton Co., 6 May 
(KM). LD: 21 May (2), Urbana (RC, GL). Others: 29 Apr., 
Waterman (De Kalb Co) (RF et al.). 

Broad-winged Hawk 
EA: 7 Apr. ( 1 0) ,  West U nion (Clark Co) (MD); 7 Apr., Pope Co 
(TF); 1 7  Apr., Brookfield (Zoo ) (fide JF); 19 Apr., West Chicago 
(MS). MC: 39, Palos, 29 Apr. (WS); 25, Spfld, 26 Apr. (DB). LD: 
29 May, Urbana (RC). 

Swainson's Hawk 
EA: 6 May, Havana (GW, RSa, m.ob .) .  LD: 20 May, nc. Lake 
Co (RH et al. ) .  

Red-tailed Hawk 
EA: 1 8  Feb. ,  Spfld (DB);  22 Feb. (2), .Tl' (PC). MC: 2 1 ,  Spfld, 4 
& 1 8  Mar. (DB); 17 ,  Union Co (KM cl al. ). LD: 2 1  May, JP (PC). 
Others : 1 1  Mar. (ad. Harlan' s), lJCCA (RD); 19 Mar. (Harlan' s), 
Spfld (DB) .  
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Rough-legged Hawk 
LD: 26 Apr. (light morph),  CBG (LI3 ). 

Golden Eagle 
EA: 1 1  Mar. (ad. ), UCCA (RD).  LD: 4 Apr. (subad . ) ,  Williamson 

Co (JD); 1 Apr. (ad.) ,  Urbana (RC).  

American Kestrel 
MC: 13 ,  Randolph Co, 6 Mar. ( KM); 7, Spfld, I B Mar. & J /\pr. 
(DB); 6, Du Page Co, 12 M ar.  (.!Su). 

Merlin 
EA: 1 Apr. ,  Spfld (DB) .  LD: 14 May, Waclsworlh (SH); 27 Apr., 

Fermi (PK); 26 Apr., Spflcl (DB). Olhcrs: in addilion, l so u lh, 4 
central, 5 norlh . 

Peregrine Falcon 
EA: 1 2  Apr., Fermi (PK); 1 9  Apr. ,  CBG (LJ3 ).  MC: 2, Cypress 
Cr1.,'Ck N.W.H .. (Pulaski Co), 4 May (KM cl al . ) . LD: 20 May, 
Homer (JS); 18 May, Urbana ( RC); 9 May, HLCA (J I )  cl  al.) . 
Others : in addition, 1 south, 2 cenlral, l north. 

GYRFALCON 
25 Feb. - 5 Mar. (imm. gray phase, Clin.L (De Witt Co) (*RC, 
m.ob.) 

Ring-necked Pheasant 
MC: 14 ,  Dragon L F.P. (Du Page Co) ,  7 M ay (JSu). 

Wild Turkey 
MC: 30, Spoon L (Knox Co) 28 Feb .  (MDa); 16 ,  Sang.L, 2 Mar. 
(DB). 

Northern Bobwhite 
MC: 1 8 ,  Sangamon Co, 22 May (DB) .  

Yellow Rail 
EA: 25 Mar., Clin.L (wet field) (RC); 26 Mar., Clin.L (Dam 
Marsh) (MD). MC: �, Clin.L (Dam Marsh), 1 5  /\pr. (RC). LD: 
2 May, Miclcllefork F.P. (Champaign Co) (RC). Others: 1 2  Apr. 
(RC), 1 6  Apr. (MD), & 22 Apr. (RC), all at C!in.L (Dam Marsh). 
- Good year al Clin.L. 

Black Rail 
EA: 9 May, Bald Bluff (Henderson Co) (Pl') 
King Rail 
EA: 14 Apr. , Cypress Creek N.W.R. (KM, m.ob.) .  LD: 26 May, 
McHenry Co (Df'); 6 May, Swan L (Mercer Co) (!'!'); 4 May, 
Pulaski Co (TF el al.). Others ; 3 May, Harrisburg (JD). 

Virginia Rail 
EA: 1 1  Apr., Spfld (DB); 1 4  Apr. ,  nc. Du Page Co (fide JF). LD: 
1 5  May (2),  JP (JI-Ia). 

Sora 
EA: 28 Mar., Spfld (DD);  19 Apr., nw. Du Page Co (JP). MC:  50, 
Arcola, 28 Apr. (MD); 20, nw. Will Co, 6 M ay (JM); 15 ,  Pulaski, 
1 8  Apr. (TF et al. ) .  

Common Moorhen 
EA: 19 Apr. ,  Massac Co (TF); 22 Apr., LCal (fide EW); 23 Apr., 
MM (m.ob.) .  MC: 21, LCal, 6 May (WM); 3 ,  MermetL (Massac 
Co), 9 May (l'F cl al). LD: 29 May, l-larrisbmg (JD); 13 May, 
Eola (fide JF) . Overwintering bird: 5 Mar. (2), LCal (WM). 

American Coot 
EA: 19 Feb., Du Page Co (JSu). MC: 2300, HLCA, 30 Mar. 
(KM); 2000, Decatur, 3 Apr. (MD); Hl30, LCal, 16 /\pr. (WM). 

Sandh ill Crane 
EA: 28 Feb. ( 16), Charleston (RJ3); 2 Mar. ,  Elburn ( Kane Co) 

(RF). MC: 730, s .  Du Page Co, 24 Mar. (m.ob . ) ;  343 , s.  Du Page 
Co, 17 Mar. (m.ob.) .  LD: 27 May, Slarvecl Rock S.l' .  (JI-I); 1 9  
May (ad .  & l s l  yr.), GLPSI' (RC); 1 May (ad.), Sang.L (Dl3) .  
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Great Black-backed Gull, 
first summer plumage, Gillson Park, 
Cook Co., 1 9  May 1 995. Nore the all-white head 
and thick, black bill. Photo by Eric Walters. 

Lesser Colden Plover 
EA: 13 Mar., Berry (Sangamon Co) (DB ).  MC: 4,000+. Rantoul. 
16 Apr. (RC); 2 1 0, Pulaski Co, 6 Apr. (TF). LD: 27 May, Coles 
Co (BH). 

Semipalmat1..'CI Plover 
EA: 12 Apr. ( 4). Alexander Co (TF); 29 Apr., Sane.L (DB): 7 
May, Heidecke L (fide JP). MC: 50, Decatur, 15 May (MD); 30, 
Pulaski Co, 9 May (TP et al.). LD: 27 May, Franklin Co (LS). 

Piping Plover 
EA: 6 �.fay, Havana (RSa) .  

EA: 11  Feb., Urbana (RC) ;  18  Feb.,  jp (SM). MC: 6 6 ,  Spfld, 1 2  
Mar. (DB). 

Black-necked Stilt 
EA: 28 May (2 ad.), Victoria (Knox Co) (;' MBa) . LD: 30 May 
(female), Jackson Co (TP). 

EA: 19 Apr., Lock & Dnm 14 (Rock Island Co) (*CL, !'!'); 22 
/'..pr., Chi (JSa); 22 �A .. pr.� LCal (fide E\K/). 
Greater Yellowlegs 
EA:  1 8  Mar., Pulaski Co (TF); 30 Mar., Decalur (MD) ; 3 1  Mar. 
(7): Boone Co (1\B ) .  i',.1C:  1 00, Decatur, 15 A.pr. ( MlJ) �  50. 
Pulask i Co, 1 3  Apr. (TF); 30, nw. Will Co, 6 May (JM). LD: 1 8  
May, Union C o  (l'F); 1 8  May (7), Franklin Co (LS). 

Lesser Yellowlegs 
i(A:  6 M m-. ,  Pulaski Co (KM); 12 Mar., B uckharl (Sangamon 
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Co) ( DB) ;  2 1  Mar. Kane Co (RI') . MC: 600. l'ulask:i Co. l '.l Apr. 
(Tl; ) ;  3vv+, uw.  W ili Cu, 6 May (JM). LD: 29 May, Decatur 
(MD); 18 May (2), Franklin Co (LS). 

Solitary Sandpiper 
EA: 24 Mar., Homer (JS); 15 Apr., ivi./\rb (!ide JF). MC: 22, 
Carbondale, 22 Apr. (RD); 2 1 ,  LCal, 6 May (WM ) ; 1 6, Spfld, 6 
May (DB). LD: 20 May, Moraine Hiiis (McHenry Co) (RBa) .  

Willet 
EA: 1 6  Apr. (4), UCCA (CM); 22 Apr. (2), Sang .L (DB, RC) ; 26-
27 Apr . , Wilmettc (JKo, EW); 27 Apr. (2), .IP  (PC). MC: 8, Spfld 
& Sang.L, 28 Apr. (DB ) ;  4, UCCA, 16 Apr. (CM). LD: 20-2 1 
May, LCal (WM ,  AS); 8 M ay, Chi (EW); 5 May, Decatur (MD) .  

Spotted Sandpiper 
EA: 10 Apr., Decatur (MD); 23 Apr., Du Page Co (ficle JF). MC: 

Glaucous Gull, first su1nmer plumage, Evanston/Chicago 
border, Cook Co.,  6 May 1 995. Photo by Eric Walters. 

17 ,  Sangamon Co, 14 M ay (DB);  1 6, Carbondale, 1 1  May (RD). 
T ,D: 1 . l nne, JP (l'C); 1 June ( 2), Evanston (EW). 

TTnhuul .�!lnrln-in,:ir - r ------ - --- -.- -.,_. .. 

EA: 2 Apr., Middlefork P.P. (Champaign Co.) (RC, m.ob.) ;  27 

Apr. (pr.), Glenview (fide EW) . MC: 6, Joliet Arsenal, 2 1  May 
(CA); 3 ,  Cypress Creek N.W.R. , 1 8  Apr. (DK, KM , m.ob.). 

lVhhnbrel 
EA: 1 7  May, Chi (KH,EW) . 

Hudsonian Godwit 
EA: 1 8  Apr., Cypress Creek N .W .R .  (KM, m.ob.) .  MC: 7, 
Decatur, LO May (RSa). LD: 1 5  May (3 ) ,  Decalur (MD); 14 May, 
LaSailt: Cu (Civic, jjyicj. Others: 8 May l2), Decatur (MD). 29 
Apr. ,  Walaga (Knox Co) (MBa). 

Marbled Godwit 
EA: 24-25 Apr., Sang.L (DB).  

Ruddy Turnstone 
EA: 10 May, JP (TJ); 15 May, Decatur (MD). LD: 27 May, Chi 
(.ii�), 2.'.i iviay , ot:1'1'y (Sangamon Co,1 �i)Ii ,1. 
Red Knot 
EA: 26 May, Decatur (MD). LD: 29 May, JP (TJ). 

Sanderling 
EA: 27 Apr., Spfld ( DD);  29 Apr.,  Chi (JL) . MC: 19 ,Chi, 17 May 
lEW); 4, Rend J�, 9 May (Tl" ct al .);  '1, Decatur, 15 M ay (MD). 
LD: 26 M ay (3), Evm1s tun (EW) ;  16 May (2), Spfld ( Dl3). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper 
DA: 29 Apr., Sang .L (DD). MC: 1 00, Decatur, 19 May (MD). 
LD: 3 June (20). Decatw· (MD) : 29 May, .IP (PC). 

Meadowlark 
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Western Sandpiper 

EA: 29 Apr. ,  Decatur (MD). MC: 3, l)ecalur, 26 May (MD). 

Least Sandpiper 

EA: 25 Mar., UCCA (RD); 1'.5 Apr. (4), Decalm· (MD); 27 Apr., 
JP (PC). MC: 200, Decatur, 1 5  May (MD); 80, Rend L. 30 Apr. 
(TF , R D) ; ,1-7, LCal , '.?. 1  May (WM). LI): 24 May, Berry (Sangam.un 
Co) (DD) ;  20 M ay (3) ,  Monroe Co (KM). 
White-rumped Sandpiper 
EA: 3 M ay, San g.L (DU). MC: 20, Decatur, 26 May (MD). LD: 
3 June (4),  Deealur (MD).  

Baird's Sandpiper 
EA: 7 Apr..  Sang.L (DD ). MC: 20, Deealur, 4 May (MD) .  LI): 
14 May, New Milford (Winnebago Co) (BG); 8 M ay,  Franklin 
Co (LS). Highest sprin g  counls ever for IL. 

Pectoral Sand piper 
EA: 1 5  M ar.  (2), Midcllcl'ork F.P.  (Champaign Co) (RC); 15 Mar. 
( 1 4), Clinton Co (MSe); 25 Mar., LRen (fide JP). MC: 1 , 200, 
Decatur, 1 Apr. (MD); 400, Pulaski Co, 13 Apr. (TF). LD: 4 June, 
Arcola (RC). 

Dunlin 
EA: 25 Mar. Sang.L (DD ) .  MC: 1 00, Garden Prairie Slough 
(Donne Co), 15 May (RF) ; 85, Decalur, 15 May (MD). LO: 30 
May, JP ( KC); 29 May ( 1 3 ) ,  Decatur ( MD) .  

Stilt Sandpiper 
BA: 22 Apr., Decalur (RC, MD). LD: 1 5  M ay (2), Garden Prairie 
Slough (Doone Co) (RF). 

Ruff 
EA: l May (Reeve), Will Co (*JM). 

Short-billed Dowitcher 
EA: 4 May (2), Sang.L (DD) ;  6 May, LCal (WM ) .  
MC: 3 0 ,  Decatur, 1 5  May (MD) . 

Long-billccl Dowitcher 
EA: 2 1  Apr., Sang.L (DD ) .  MC: 1 5 ,  Cypress Creek 
N.W.R. ,  25 Apr. (KM); 6, Sang.L, 30 Apr. (DD ) .  
LD: 5 May, Sang.L (DD ) ;  4 May ( 1 2),  Cypress 
Creek N.W.R. (TF el al .) .  

Common Snipe 
EA: 26 Feb., Pulaski Co (KM); 1 2 Mar., Champaign 
(RC); 22 Mar. (21 ), Kane Co (RF). MC: 80, Sang.L, 
2 /\pr. (DD ) . LD: 7 J une, McHenry Co (DF); 1 0  
May, Champaign (RC);  4 May (3), Union C o  (KM 
cl  al .).  

American Woodcock 
EA: 27 Jan ., Johnson Co (TF); 19 Feb .,  Urbana 
(RC); 1 1  Mar., Evanston (EW). MC: 24, Spoon L 
(Knox Co), 6 M ay (MDa).  

Wilson's Phalarope 
EA: 1 3  Apr. (2--ad. male & basic), Pulaski Co 
(TF); 27 Apr., Fermi (PK). MC: 3 (ad. male, ad. 
female, basic), Pulaski Co, 1 8 -25 Apr. ('fF, KM). 
LD: 3 0  May. Decatur (MD). Olher: 13 May, Eol a  
(fide JF). 

Red-necked l'halaropc 
26 May, Decatur (MD) .  

Laughing Gull 

EA: 6 M ay (acl .) ,  Rend L (RD). LD: 24-W May ( I 
ad. ,  except 2 ad. on 26 May), Sou lh Fork Sangamon 
River (Sangamon Co) (DB).  

Spfld (DD ).  LIJ: 2 June, Decatur (MD).  Others :  2 1  May, Jackson 
Co (RD). 

Little Gull 
1 3  Apr. & 14 May (same i rnm. bird), Decatur ( M D) .  

Bonaparte's { ;  ull 
EA: 1 2  Mar. , Decatur (MD);  24· M ar. (3 ) , Palos (lide .1 1 •' ) .  MC: 
l ,300+, Boone Co,  1 4  Apr.  (/\13) ;  1 2 1 0, Skokie LagoollS F.l'.  
(Cook Co), 23 Apr. (LD ) ;  600, Spflcl, 3 Apr. (DB); 500, CONWR, 
28 Mar. (RD). LD: 20 May (imm . ), Spflcl (DD ) .  J 

Ring-billed Gull 
MC: 12,000+, LCal, 22 Apr. (WM); 5 600, Spfkl, 28 Mar. (DB); 

4000, Greene V al ley F.l' .  (Du Page Co), 18 Mar. (JSu); 1 4 00, 
HLCA, 4 Mar. (KM). 

Herring Gull 
MC: 1000+, LCa!, 1 2 Mar. (WM); 1 000, Greene V alley F.P.  (Du 
Page Co), 1 8  Mar. (JSu); 200, I-II.CA, 1 4  Feb. (KM). LD: 19 M a y  
(imm.), Spfld (DB ) .  

Tlrnyer's Gull 
MC: 4, LCal, 4 M ar. (GW). LD: 26 Apr., CBG (LB) .  Others: 8 
Apr. ( 1st  winter), Chi (JL); 14 Apr. (ad.), JP (DM ).  

Lesser Illack-backed Gull 
EA: 3 1  Jan., Spfld ( DB ) ;  7 Mar. (ad.), Spfld (DB) .  LD: 28 Mar. 
(ad.), Spl'ld (DD ).  Others: 9 Mar., Decatur (MD);  1 8  & 30-3 1 
Mar., Greene Valley F.l'. (Du Page Co) (JSu & ficldF); 1 8  M ar.,  
Chi (AS); 25 Mar.,  Chi (JL). 

Glaucous G ull 
MC: lQ, LCal, 4 Mar. (GW). LD: 26 May, Chi (AS). Olhers: 9 
Mar. (ad.), Spfkl (DD ) ;  27 Mar. (2nd yr .) ,  JP (PC); 8 Apr. ( 1 st  
winler), LCal (JL); 6 M ay ( 1 st swnmcr), Evanston (EW, JE-ph). 

l<'rnnklin's Gull 
EA: 4 Apt., Decatu r ( M l ) ) .  lVIC: 8 (2nd yr.), ?.6 M ay, 

Willet, Montrose Harbor, Cook Co., 8 May 1 996. 
Photo by Eric Walters. 
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Great Black-backed Gull 
f J): 1 ! -27 1'.,1.ay(lst sununer), Evansto1u"vVillriette (UVl, in.ob;­
photos), but  same bird also seen 10 & 14 May in Chi (m.ob.). 
Others: 2 Mar. ( 1st yr.), JP (PC). 

C'.!;11.c,;.ni�n TPrn 
EA�·4-Apr� (3): IBSP (AS). MC: 198, Evanston, 1 1  May (EW) -
118presentthereon 6 May also. LD: 10 June (6), JP (PC); 8 June, 
LCal (WM). Highest counts ever for Illinois. 

Common Tern 
EA: 19 Apr . , JP (PC); 19 Apr., Chi (EW) - same as JP bird?; 22 
Apr., Clin.L (RC). MC: 76, Spfld, 19 May (DB); 63, JP, lO May 
(PC). LD: 25 May ( 1 0), Spfld (DD); 21 May (2), Chi (JL); 19 
May, Rend L (1F).' Earliest arTival records ever for Illinois. 

ARCTIC TERN 
6 M ay,  Draidwood (Will Co) (*JM). 3rd Slate (and 2nd spring) 
record, see seasonal highlights. 

Forster's Tern 
EA: 6 Apr., JP (TJ, PC); 7 Apr., St. Charles (fideJF); 8 Apt. (2), 
Chi (JL). MC: 65, Jackson Co, 13  May (RD); 52, Spfld, 4 May 
(DD); 46, Evanston, 6 fv1ay (EW, jE). LD: 29 iviay, JP (PC); 25 
May (irnm.), Spfld (DD).  Other: 29 Apr. ,  Fermi (PK). 

Least Tern 
EA: 9 May, Cypress Creek N .W.R. (KM et al.). MC: 4, Jackson 
Co, 30 May (1F). Others: 14 May, Rockford (Kishwaukcc 
River) (* ABr,JD) - 5th n.IL spring record since 1900. 

Black Tern 
EA: 6 May ('i), Riveron le (4) & LCal (Cook Co) (WM et al.); 6 
May (8), Braidwood (JM); 8 May (5), Spfld (DB). MC: 120, 
Spfld, 1 5  May (DB); 1 00, Rockford, 1 4  May (ABr,JD); 98, 
Monroe Co, 15 May (KM); 37, JP, 14 May (PC). LD: 4 Junc (6), 
Arcola (RC); 24 May ( 40), Monroe Co (KM). Strong movement 
in Chi area on 1 3 - 1 4  May (m.ob.) .  

Mourning Dove 
MC: 50, Spfld, 6 May (DB) .  

Black-billed Cuckoo 
EA: 7 May, JP. !KB); 8 May, nw. Du Page Co (JP). T .0: '.1 1 M ay, 
JP (PC); 26 May (2), Spfld (DB). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
EA: 29 Apr., Saline Co (JD); 6 May, Spfld (DB); 15 May, Nonis 
Woods (Kane Co) (fide JF). MC: 5, Spf!d, 9 !'.fay (DB) . LD: l 
June, JP (PC). 

Barn Owl 
Reports are confidential on request of one of lhe observers. 

Screech Owl 
MC: 5, n. Cook Co, 12 Mar. (JSa). 

Great Horned Owl 
MC: 6, Palos, 12 Mar. (WS). 

Long-eared Owl 
MC: 9 ,  Dragon L F.P. (Du Page Co), 1 1  Mar. (JSu). LO: 6 May 
(nesting?), Mercer Co (PP). 

Short-eared Owl 
MC: 13, Franklin Co, 6 Mar. (LS). LD: 26 Apr. ,  Urbana (RC). 
Others: 10 Apr., near M .Arb (RSm); 19 Apr. ,  Chi (EW); 22 Apr. ,  
LCal (fide EW). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl 
EA: 19 Mar., Chi (JL). LO: 29 Apr., Mattoon (fide n!I­
specimen, brought into Douglas-Harl Nature Center weak and 
exhausted and subsequenUy died). 
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Common Nighthawk 
EA; 2,1 Avr., WiiiiaiHsou Co (TF); 2 iviay, Decatur (MD); 6 May, 
McHenry Co (DF). MC: 40+, CrestHill(WillCo), 30 May (CA); 
32, Spfld, 30 May (DB). 

EA: 19 Apr., Hanisburg (JD). 

Whip-poor-will 
EA: 26 Mar., Hanisburg (JD); 14 Apr. (male), Camp Cilca 
(Sangamon Co) (DB); 27 Apr. (male), JP (PC). MC: 13 ,  Union 
Co, 6 May (TF). LD: 13 May (2), Chi (JL). 

Chimney Swift 
EA: 4 Apr., Pope Co (TF); 10 Apr., Spfld (DD);  23 Apr. ( + ) , 
Cool.--JDu Page Co (m .ob.). tv1C: 500, Spflcl, 29 !v!ay (DB); 2!.10, 
JP, 27 May (PC); 205, Monroe Co, 18 May (KM). 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
EA: 9 Apr., M urphysboro (RD); 25 Apr. (female), West Chi­
cago (MS); 26 Apr. (male), SpfJd (DB). MC: 1 1 ,  Decatur, 2 1  
May (MD). LD: 3 1  May, Downers Grove (fide ff). Earliest iL 
spring record. 

Belted Kingfisher 
EA: 10 Mar. ,  Lisle (fide JF); 15 Mar., JP (PC). 

Red-headed Woodpecker 
EA: 23 Apr. (2), Skokie Lagoons F.P. (Cook Co) (LB) .  MC: 18 ,  
C1mton Co, 6 May (KM); 15 ,  Palos, 1 May (WS); 8, Spfld, 26 
Apr. (DB). LD: 29 May, JP (PC). 

Red-bclliL'{) Woodpecker 
MC: 13,  Clinton Co, 6 May (KM); 1 i, Spfld, 23 & 29 Mar., 1 2  
Apr., & 6 May (DD). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
EA: 9 Mar., Zeigler (Franklin Co (LS); 15 Mar. (male & female), 
Spfld (DB); 25 Mar. (female), JP (PC). MC: 24, Urbana, 6 Apr. 
(RC); 18, Chi, 8 Apr. (CA el al. ) ;  18 ,  JP, 1 1  Apr. (KC, PC). LD: 
22 M ay, Spoon L (Knox Co) (MBa); 20 May, JP (PC); 20 May, 
Homer L (Champaign Co) (HP). 

Downy Woodpecker 
� �r-. . 1 0  C"" ._.c1 • . 1 ,...,,,., • • - 1 r-. T'l '\  
lU\....., . 1 0, 01Jllll, L.:J !Vi lli , �1..JlJ) .  
Hairy Woodpecker 
MC: 6, Spfld, 29 Mar. & 30 Apr. (DD). 

Northern Flicker 
EA: 1 6  Mar . ,JP (PC). MC: 36, JP, 6 May(JP); 28, Urbana, 6 Apr. 
(RC). 

Pileated Woodpecker 
MC: 6, Union Cu, 6 May (TF); 4, Sang(unon Co, 9 May (DB ) .  

O!h·�-=sidcd Flyratch�r 
EA: 28 Apr., UCCA (AS); 6 May, Champaign Co (fide EC); 8 
May, Harrisburg (JD); 8 May, Spfld (DB); 9 May, Wilkinson 
Marsh (De Kalb Co) (RF). MC: 4, Decatur, 3 1  May (MD). LD: 
9 June, JP (PC). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee 
EA: 3 Mav. Germantown (Clinton Co) (KM); 'i M�y, .<;pfl rl 
(DB); 10 lviay, JP (OM). MC: 40+, Urbana& Mahomet, 28 May 
(RC); 32, JP, 29 May (PC). LD: 5 June (male), Chi (EW). 

Yell ow-bellied Flycatcher 
EA: 1 1  May, Spfld (DB); 14 May (2), JP (DM, PC); 1 4  May, Chi 
(EW). MC: 1 6, JP, 28 May (PC); 7, Sp!1d, 25 May (DB). LD: 7 

June (2), JP (PC). 

Acadian Flycatcher 
EA: 21 Apr., Union Co (TF); 28 Apr., Fox Riclge S. P. (DH et al. ). 
MC: 8, Union Co, 6 May (TF). LD: 17 May, JP (PC). 

Meadowlark 



Alder Flycatcher 
EA: 15 May (male), Spfld (DD); 15 May, JP (PC); 15 May, 
Harrisburg (JD). MC: 7, Spfld, 18 May (Dl3); 7, Urbana & 
Mahomet, 28 May (RC). LD: 7 June (male), JP (PC). 

Willow Flycatcher 
EA: 9 May, Union Co (TP et al . ) ;  10 May ( 4 ), Urbana (RC); 14  
May, Chi (JL). MC: 8, Dragon L F.P., 20 May (JSu); 8 ,  JP, 28 
May (PC ct al.) .  LD: 1 1  June (male), JP (PC). 

Least Flycatcher 
EA: 26 Apr., Spfld (DB) ;  26 Apr., Urbana (RC); 28 Apr., West 
Chicago (MS); 29 Apr., Evanston (EW). MC: 40+, Urbana, 1 0  
May (RC); 2 1 ,  JP, 10 May (PC). LD: 3 1  May, J P  (PC). 
Empidonax species EA: 13 Apr. (tentatively identified as a l.cast 
Flycatcher) , Douglas-Hart Nature Center (Coles Co) (Bl-I ct al.). 

Eastern Phoebe 
EA: 1 Mar. , Johnson Co ('fF); 1 1  Mar., Middlefork F.P. 
(Champaign Co) (RC); 12 Mar., Palos (CT). MC: 23, JP, 26 Mar. 
(PC); 17, Spfld, 23 Mar. (DB) .  LD: 28 Apr., Evanston (EW). 

Great Crested Flycatcher 
DA: 17 Apr., Union Co (KM); 26 Apr. (3), Spfld (DB); 27 Apr., 
JP (PC). MC: 15,  Union Co, 6 May (TF); 12,  Spfld, 29 May (DB). 

Western Kingbird 
DA: 19-22 May (2), Sauget (St. Clair Co) (TF, KM). 
Eastern Kingbird 
EA: 14 Apr., Union Co (KM); 21 Apr., Spfld (DB); 28 Apr. (4), 
M.Arb (fideEW); 28 Apr., De KalbCo(DS). MC: 27, Union Co, 
9 May (TF et al .); 20, Spfld, 18 & 21 May (DB);  14, CBG, 10  
May (LB). 

SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER 
EA: 22-28 Apr., Waterman (De Kalb Co) (*TD. m.ob.). First IL 
spring record since 1990, see seasonal highlights. 

Horned Lark 
MC: 24, Sangamon Co, 18 Mar. 

Purple Martin 
EA: 21 Mar., Carl.L (MSe); 30 Mar. (male), Spfld (DB); 12 Apr. 
(female), Spfld (DB); 19 Apr., St. Charles (fide JF). MC: 39, 
Boone Co, 28 Apr. (AB) ;  25 , Alexander Co, 15  May (KM); 20, 
Spfld, 18 May (DB). 

Tree Swallow 
EA: 26 Feb., Union Co (TF); 1 2  Mar., Clin.L (RC); 1 7  Mar., MM 
(fide JF). MC: 1000, Sang.L, 10 Apr. (DB) ;  750, LCal, 22 Apr. 
(WM); 700, UCCA, 1 May (KM). LD: 30 May, JP (KC). 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow 
EA: 20 Mar., Pomona (Jackson Co) (KM); 28 Mar. (3), Spfld 
(DB); 14 Apr., (2), MM (fide JF). MC: 40, Spfld, 1 May (DB); 
26, JP, 19 Apr. (PC); 25 , UCCA, 1 May (KM). Earliest lL spring 
record. 

Bank Swallow 
EA: 28 Mar., Spfld (DB). MC: 300+ (at colony), Bald Bluff 
(Henderson Co), 10 May (Ml3a); 150, LCal, 6 May (WM). 
Earliest IL spring record. 

Cliff Swallow 
EA: 9 Apr. (2), Williamson Co ('l'F); 2 1  Apr. (3), Spfld (DB); 27 
Apr. ,  JP (PC). MC: 350+, Bald Bluff (Henderson Co), 10 May 
(Ml3a); 200, Spfld, 18 May (DB);  170, Monroe Co, 18 May 
(KM). 
Barn Swallow 
EA: 25 Mar., Oakwood Bottoms (Jackson Co) (KM); 31 Mar., 
CBG (Ll3); l Apr., Fermi (PK). MC: 100, Cook Co, 27 May 
(TF); 90, Spfld, 18 May (DB) .  
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Blue Jay 
EA: 26 Apr. (4), sc. Du Page Co (EW) - first flocks moving 
north. MC: 56, JP, G May (JP); 29, Spfld, 5 Mar. (DB).  LD: 5 
June, JP (PC). 

Fish Crow 
EA: 26 Pcb. (7), UCCA (TF). MC: 50, Union Co, 5 May (VK). 

Black-capped Chickadee 
MC: 18 ,  Spfld, 23 Mar. & 26 Apr. (DB) .  

Red-breasted Nuthatch 
EA: 6 Mar., Pope Co (TF). MC: 13 ,  Champaign Co (most at 
Homer L), 6 May (GL, m.ob.) .  LD: 14 May, Chi (EW). 

Brown Creeper 
EA: 5 Mar., Boone Co (AB) ;  15 Mar. (4), JP (PC). MC: 27, JP, 
23 Apr. (PC). LD: 14 May, Chi (JL); 10 May, Chi (Hyde Park) 
(TJ); 6 May, Champaign Co (fide EC). 

Carolina Wren 
MC: 21 ,  Spfld, 6 May (DB).  Others (norlh): 15 Apr. ,  Chi (JL); 
23 Apr., Lockport (CA); 24 May, M .Arb (fide JF). 

Hewick's Wren 
EA: 17 Mar., Clin.L (De Witt Co) ( *RC). LD: 4 May, West Du 
Page Woods F.P. (Du Page Co) ( *MS). 

House Wren 
EA: lO Apr., Urbana (RC); 22 Apr., Chi (JL). MC: 23, JP, 7 May 
(PC); 2 1 ,  Spfld, 6 May (DB). 

Winter Wren 
EA: 4 Mar., Homer (JS); 18 Mar., Lockport (CA). MC: � JP, 
23 Apr. (PC); 19 ,  Evanslon, 1 6  Apr. (EW); 10, Sang.L, 6 & 13  
Apr. LD: 13  May, Chi (JL); 1 1  May, JP  (PC); 10 May, Ryder' s  
Woods F.P. (McHenry Co)  (RBa) ; 6 M ay, Starved Rock S.P. 
(CMc, JMc); 6 May, Homer L (Champaign Co) (GL, MHa); 6 
May, Decatur (MD) - many lingered late this year. 

Sedge Wren 
EA: 22 Apr., Sang.L (DB); 23 Apr., Dragon L F.P. (Du Page Co) 
(JSu); 29 Apr. (4), Chi area (m.ob.) .  MC: 20, Decatur, 5 May 
(MD); 6, Dragon L F.P. (Du Page Co), 27 May (JSu). LD: 1 1  
June, JP (PC). 

Marsh Wren 
EA: 26 Mar., Clin.L (MD); 24 Apr., MM (fide JF). MC: 6, LCal, 
6 May (WM). LD (south): 4 May, Union Co (TF). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 
EA: 13 Mar. (2), JP (PC). MC: 40, Chi, 8 Apr. (CA et al. ) ;  25+, 
Urbana, 6 Apr. (RC). LD: 6 May (2), JP (PC et al.); 6 May, 
Evanston (EW, JE); 25 Apr. (female), Sang.L (DB) .  

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
EA: 20 Feb. (2) (wintering nearby?), CONWR (KM); 1 7  Mar. 
(male), Spfld (DB); 27 Mar., JP (PC). MC: 65, Cook Co, 16 Apr. 
(JSa); 50+, White Heath (Piatt Co) (RC).  LD: 26 May, Chi (JL); 
23 May (male), Spfld (DB); 19 May, Franklin Co (TF). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 
EA: 3 1  Mar., Harrisburg (JD); 3 1  Mar., Pope Co (TF); 12 Apr. 
(3), Urbana (RC) ;  1 2  Apr. ,  Evanston (JE). MC: 1 12, Union Co, 
6 May (TF); 1 3, JP, 10 May (PC). LD: 5 June, Chi (EW). 

Eastern Bluebird 
DA: 17 Feb. ,  Spfld (DB); 24 Feb. (pr .), Joliet Arsenal (JM); 25 
Feb. (4--2 prs.), M .Arb (fide JF). MC: 52, Union Co, 6 May 
(TF); 8, Spfld, 6 Mar. (DB). LD: 29 May, JP (PC) 

Veery 
EA: 1 6 Apr., Urbana (RC); 6 May, Chi (JL). MC: 14,  JP, 7 May 
(PC, m.ob.); 1 0, Spfld, 15 May (DB); 10, l-lomer, 25 May (JS). 
LO: 10  June, JP (KC); 29 May, Urbana (RC). 
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Gray-checked Thrush 
EA: 24 A.pr.,  Spf1d (DB); 5 !viay, JP (!(B). IviC: 15 ,  Spfld, 15 IVf:iy 
(DB); 9, CBG, 10 May (LB). LD: 30 May, JP (KC); 25 May, 
Spfld (DB ) .  

Swainson's Thrush 
EA: 18 Apr., Spfld (DB ) ;  18 Apr., Union Co (KM, MSe); 26 
Apr. ,  JP (RH) .  MC: 100+, Urbana, 2 1  May (Re:). l .D: 5 J1_1ne (2), 
JP (PC); 30 May (6), Urbana (EC). 

Hermit Thrush 
EA: 15 Mar., Middlefork F.P.  (Champaign Co) (RC); 1 Apr., 
M.Arb (fide JF). MC: 66, JP, 26 Apr. (PC); 25, Spfld, 10 Apr. 
(DB). LD: 15 May, Chi (EW); 14 May, Urbana (RC). 

Wood Thrush 
EA: 19 Apr., Johnson Co (TF); 23 Apr. (male), Spfld (DB); 26 
Apr, JP (RH). MC: 26, Union Co, 6 May (TF); 9, Urbana, 10 May 
(RC). LD: 20 May, JP (PC). 

American Robin 
EA: 1 6  Feb . ,  Spfld (DB). MC: 238, JP, 19 Apr. (PC); 199, Union 
Co, 6 May (TF); 1 1 0, Spfld, 6 May (DB ) .  

Gray Catbird 
EA: 2 & 6 Apr. (probably overwintering), Urbana (LL & RC, 
resp.);  18 Apr. (2), Boone Co (AB). MC: 38, JP, 10 May (PC); 
34, Spfld, 8 May (DB). 

Northern Mockingbird 
EA: 13 Mar. (2), SE LaSalle Co (CMc, JMc); 15-16 Apr. (2), 
Wheaton (m.ob.). MC: 3,  Braidwood (Will Co), 6 May (JM). 
LD: 29 May (2), JP (PC). Others: 22 May, Shirland (Winnebago 
Co) (BG); 1 1  records from Chi area between 15 Apr.-29 May 
(m.ob.). 

Brown Thrasher 
EA: 13 Mar. (3), Harrisburg (JD); 16 Mar., Spfld (DB ) ;  5 Apr., 
West Chicago (MS). MC: 14, Spfld, 27 Apr. (DB); 1 2, JP, 6 May 
(PC) - low totals. LD: 1 5  M ay, Chi (EW). 

American Pipit 
EA: 1 Feb., Saline Co (JD); 12 Mar., Urbana (RC). MC: 100+, 
Urbana, 1 Apr. (RC). { 2nd wave) EA: 27 Apr., Fermi (PK). LD: 
10 May (24), CBG (LB) ;  6 May (6), Charleston (DH et al.). 

Cedar Waxwing 
EA: 12 Feb., Spfld (DB); 5 Apr., McHenry Co (DF). MC: 232, 
JP, 28 May (PC); 1 40, Spfld. 23 May (DB);  50, CBG, 1 7 Mar. 
(LB ) ;  40+, O' Fallon, 14 Mar. (KM). LD: 2 June (25), Evanston 
(EW). 

Northern Shrike 
LD: 18 Mar., Colored Sands F.P. (Winnebago Co) (fide Rf, 
m.ob.) ;  1 1  Mar., Fermi (m.ob,). Others: 3 Mar., CNC (CF); 19 
Feb., Victoria (Knox Co) (MBa). 

Loggerhead Shrike 
EA: 1 8  Mar., Spfld (DB). MC: 5, Union Co, 6 May (TF). Others: 
1 Apr., Clin.L (MD); 27 Apr., Wilmette (JKo, LB); 30 Apr., 
Kendall Co (DS); 6 May, De Kalb Co (RF). 

Ruro!>ean Starlin!! 
MC: 1 78, Union Co, 6 May (TF); 173,  JP, 6 May (PC et al.). 

Whlte-eyoo Vireo 
EA: 3 Apr., Urbana (GL). MC: 15,  Union Co, 6 May (TF); 4, 
Spfld, 27 Apr. (DB). 

Bell's Vireo 
EA: 30 Apr., Jefferson Co (TF); 1 1  May (male), Sang.L (DB); 1 6  
May, GLPSP (CA). 

Solitary Vireo 
EA: 19 Apr., Spfld (DB) ;  20 Apr., Pope Co (TF);  26 Apr. (3), Chi 
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area (m.ob.). MC: 6, Spfld, 8 May (DB). LD: 30 May, Spfld 
/ 1 ) 1 .J \ .  '1 1 '°' " � - ·  TT) /T,Tr'I\ 
\L''.LJ), L_l_ J.':'lOJ, J !_  \l"-\._.). 

Yellow-thrm1ted Vireo 
EA: 5 Apr., Clinton Co (MSe), 16 Apr., Urbana (Beth Chato, 
RC). MC: 12, Union Cc, 6 iv!ny {TF); 6, Spfld, 6 rvfay (DB). LD: 
25 May, Ryder's  Woods (McHenry Co) (RBa); 20May, JP (RC). 

VVe1rhiin� \lireo 
EA: 1 1  Apr., UCCA (KM); 22 Apr. (2 males),  Sang.L & Spfld 
(DB); 29 Apr., Chi (CA). MC: 12, LCal, 6 May (WM); 8, Spfld, 
6 & 21 May (DB);  8, Mahomet, 6 May (RC). LD: 5 June, Chi 
(EW). 

Philadelphia Vireo 
EA: 26 Apr., Saline Co (JD); 6 Tvf8y, Evnn.-;ton (EW,JE). MC: .1l., 
Spfld, 25 May(DB); !!, West du Page F.P. (Du Page Co), 18 May 
(JP). LD: 30 May (2), Spfld (DB); 29 May, JP (PC). 

Red-eyed Vireo 
EA: 1 1  Apr., Pine Hills (Union Co) (KM); 20 Apr., Spfld (DB) ;  
26 Apr., J P  (HR). �Y1C: 50+, Charripaign Co., 28 rv1ay (RC); 35, 
Union Co, 6 May (TF); 18,  McDowell Grove (Du Page Co), 20 
May (JSu). LD: 5 June (2), JP (PC). Earliesl IL spring record. 

Blue-winged Warbler 
EA: 14 Apr., Pomona (Jackson Co) (KM); 16 Apr. ,  Middlefork 
fl.P. (Champaign Co) (RC). MC: 8, Palos, 9 May (CT); 6, 
Pomona (Jackson Co), 25 Apr. (KM). LD: 5 June (male), JP 
(PC). Others : 10 May (hybrid, B lue-winged X Golden-winged), 
Skokie Lagoons F.P. (Cook Co) (LB); 1 1  May ("Brewster' s"), 
Spfld (DB).  

Golden-winged Warbler 
EA: 21 Apr., Saline Co (JD); 7 May (male), Spfld (DB ) ;  l O May, 
JP (KC). MC: 1 1 ,  Spfld, 15 May (DB); 6, Skokie Lagoons F.P. 
(Cook Co), 17 May (JSa). LD: 21 May, JP (PC); 21 May (2), Chi 
(JL); 1 8  May (female), Spfld (DB).  

Tennessee Warbler 
EA: 14 Apr., Jackson Co (KM); 27 Apr. (male), Sang.L (DB).  
MC: 200+, Urbana, 14 May (RC). LD: 11 June (male), JP (PC); 
29 May (2 males), Spfld (DB ). Earliest IL spring record. 

Orange-crowned Warbler 
EA: 1 2  Apr. , While Heath (RC); 26 Apr., JP (RH, PC). MC: 4, 
Spfld, 1 May (DB);  4, Evanston, 27 Apr. (EW). LD: 25 May, JP 
(PC); 24 May, Homer (JS). 

Nashville Warbler 
EA: 13 Apr., Union Co (TF); 26 Apr. (male), Sptld (DB); 27 
Apr., Evanston (F.W). MC: 20, Skokie Lagoons F.P. (Cook Co), 
10 May (JSa); 1 o, Sptld, 1 1  May (DB); 12, Clinton Co, 6 May 
(KM). LD: 29 May (2). JP (PC, KC); 25 MHy, Spfkl (DB). 
Earliest IL spring record. 

Northern Parula 
EA: 3 Apr. (3), Pomona (Jackson Co) (KM); 16 Apr., Urbana 
(RC et al.). MC: 19, Pomona (Jackson Co), 17 Apr. (KM); 8, 
Spfld, 15 May (DB); 4, Lake Forest, 16 May (EW,PH). LD: 1 
June (female), JP (PC); 29 May, Urbana (RC, m.ob.) .  

Yellow Warbier 
EA: 10 Apr., Saline Co (JD); 22 A_pr., IBSP (AS); 22 Apr. 
(male), Starved Rock S.P. (CMc, JMc). MC: 3 1 ,  LCal. 6 May 
(WM); 1 2, Clinton Co, 6 May (KM); 9, Spfld, 6 May (DB) .  LD: 
1 June (3), Evanston (EW). Earliest IL spring record. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler 
EA: 22 Apr .. Saline 'o (JD); 6 May (3), Spfld (DB); 6 May, 
Mahomet (R ); 7 May, JP (KB). MC: 1 8, Spfld, 15 May (DB). 
LD: 3 June Spoon L (Mila); 3 June, Urbana (EC); 2 June, JP 
(PC).  Earliest IL spring record. 
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Magnolia Warbler 
EA: 25 Apr., M .Arb (fide EW); 28 Apr., McHenry Co (DF). MC: 
24, Spfld, 15 May (DB); 22, JP, 14 May (PC). LD: 10 June 
(male), JP (PC). 

Cape May Warbler 
EA: 3 May, Clinton Co (KM); 6 May, Chi (JL). MC: 22, 
Middlefork F.P. (Champaign Co), 19 May (RC). LD: 28 May 
(female), Spflcl (DD); 28 May, Chi (JL). 

Black-throated Blue Warbler 

Kentucky Warbler, one of a fallout of warblers at the 

Magic Hedge, Montrose Harbor, Cook Co. 10 May 
1995. Photo by David B. Johnson. 

EA: 7 May, Chi (CA, JL); 8 May, Spfld (DB). MC: 6 (males), JP, 
1 1  May (PC); 5, Urbana, 9 May (GL). LD: 20 May, JP (PC); 20 
May, Green Oaks (Knox Co) (MBa) - many others reported, 
good year, especially downstate. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 
EA: 14 Mar., Spoon L (KnoxCo) (MBa); 19Mar., Urbana (RC); 
21 Mar., Chi (JL). MC: 100+, Urbana, 16 Apr. (RC); 70, Cook 
Co, 1 6  Apr. (JSa). LD: 9 .June (male), JP (PC); 22 May, Saline 
Co (JD); 21 May, Urbana (GL, RC); 2 1  May, Spfld (DB). 

Black-throated Green Warbler 
EA: 8 Apr., UCCA (KM); 1 0  Apr. ,  Spfld (DB) ;  23 Apr., Skokie 
Lagoons F.P. (Cook Co) (LB) .  MC: 1 2, Du Page Co, 1 3  May 
(JSu); 9, Spfld, 1 1  May (DB);  8, Union Co, 4 May (KM et al.). 
LD: 5 June, Egger's Woods F.P. (Cook Co) (WM); 29 May 
(male), Spfld (DB). 

Blackburnian Warbler 
EA: 12 Apr., Geneva (fide JF); 28 Apr., Urbana (RC); 6 May, 
Joliet (CA). MC: 20, Urbana, 9 May (RC). LD: 29 May (3 
females), Spfld (DB) ;  29 May (2 males), JP (PC); 29 May, Rock 
Cut S.P. (BG). Earliest IL spring record. 

Yellow-throated Warbler 
EA: 19 Mar., Clinton Co (MSe); 8 Apr. (male), Spfld (DB) ;  29 
Apr. ,  Naperville (JSu,m.ob.). MC: 10,  Jackson Co, 4 May (KM 
et al.); 4, Spfld, 16 & 23 Apr. (DB). LD: 30 May, Ryder' s  Woods 
(McHenry Co) (RBa). Earliest IL spring record . 

Pine Warbler 
EA: 26 Feb. (wintering?), CONWR (KM); 14 Mar. (female), 
Oak River (Sangamon Co) (DB);  13 & 19 Apr., M .Arb (fide 
EW). MC: 9, JP, 6 May (PC) see seasonal highlights; 7, Jackson 
Co, 4 May (TF et al. ) .  LD: 22 May (1 female, 2 fighting males), 
Rockton (Winnebago Co) (BG). 
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Prairie Warbler 
EA: 10 Apr., Johnson Co (TF) ; 1 1  Apr., Saline Co (.TD); 27 Apr. 
(female), Spfld (DB).  MC: 4, Pope Co, 20 Apr. (TF). LD: 14  
May, Urbana (RC). 

Palm Warbler 
EA: 1 Apr., Saline Co (KM); 16  Apr. (3 ), Middlefork F.I'. 
(Champaign Co) (RC); 1 G Apr., Fermi (PK). MC: 63, .IP, G May 
(PC et al.) ;  34, Union Co, G May (TF); 34, Spfld, 1 May (DB). 
LD: 29 May, IBSP (AS, JSa); 28 May, Chi (JL); 21 M ay, Urbana 
(GL, RC). Others: 2 May (xanthochromatic individual: yellow 
back, entirely yellow underparts with virlually no streaking), 
Middlefork F .P. (Champaign Co) (RC). Earlies tlL spring record. 

Bay-breasted Warbler 
EA: 6 May, Union Co (TF); 6 May, Saline Co (JD); 8 May (2 
males), Spfkl (DB);  8 May, Urbana (RC). MC: 15, Urbana, 14  
May (RC). LD: 30  May, Urbana (RC). 

Blackpoll Warbler 
EA: 17 Apr., UCCA (KM); 1 May (male), Spfld (DB) ;  6 May, 
Chi (JL). MC: 30, Union Co, 6 May (TF); 23, Spfld, 18 May 
(DB). LD: 9 June (male), JP (PC); 30 May, Urbana(RC). Earliest 
IL spring record. 

Cerulean Warbler 
EA: 17 Apr., Pomona (Jackson Co) (KM); 22 Apr. (male), Spfld 
(RC); 4 May (male), JP (PC). MC: 4 (males), Wilkinson Marsh 
(De Kalb Co), 9 May ( RF); 3 ,  Ryerson C.A. (Lake Co), 1 6  May 
(EW). 

Black-and-white Warbler 
EA: 4 Apr. ,  Pomona (Jackson Co) (MSe ); 6 Apr. (male), Spfld 
(DB); 7 Apr. (2), Boone Co (AD). LD: 29 May, Urbana (RC el 
al. ) .  

American Redstart 
EA: 1 7  Apr. ,  Union Co (KM); 1 May (2 males), Spfld (DD); 6 
May, Chi (JL.). MC: 3 1 ,  JP, 26 May (PC, TJ); 23, Spfld, 15 May 
(DB). LD: 5 June, Chi (EW); 30 May, Urbana (RC). 

Prothonotary Warbler 
EA: 8 Apr., Mermet L (Massac Co) (KM); 1 2  Apr., Geneva 
(fide JF); 16 Apr., Urbana(RC et al . ) .  MC: 30, Union Co, 1 7  Apr 
(KM). Other: 4 records in D u  Page Co between 1 0- 1 4  May 
(m.ob.). 

Worm-eating Warbler 
EA 17 Apr., Johnson Co (TF); 17 Apr. (8), Union Co (KM); 2 
May, sw. Du Page Co (fide JF). MC: 19, Union Co, 6 May (TF). 
LD: 19 May, Downers Grove (fide JF); 17 May, McKinley 
Woods (Will Co) (AS,EW,m.ob.); 1 4  May, Urbana (RC). Oth­
ers: 7 May, Burnside Forest Preserve (Kane Co) (fide RC); 7 
May, CDG (JKo); 9 May, Aurora (fide JF); 1 4  May, near MM 
(MS). 

Swainson's Warbler 
LD: 28 May, Urbana (*RC), see seasonal highlights. 

Ovenbird 
EA: 17 Apr. ,  Union Co (KM); 17 Apr. (male), Spfld (DB);  26 
Apr. , JP (RH, PC). MC: 22, Spfld, 9 May (DB); 13 ,CBG, JO May 
(LB). LD: 7 June, JP (PC).  

Northern Waterthrush 
EA: 17 Apr., UCCA (KM); 22 Apr., M.Arb (fide EW); 24 Apr., 
Skokie Lagoons F.P. (Cook Co) (AS). MC: 3 1 ,  Urbana, 10 May 
(RC); 19, JP, 7 May (PC). LD: 28 May, Chi (JL); 24 May, Spfld 
(DB). 

Louisiana Waterthrush 
EA: 20 Mar., Giant City S.P. (KM); 6 Apr., Spl'ld (DB); 8 Apr., 
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Palos (fide JF); 10 Apr., Fermi (PK). MC: 10, Union Co, 6 May 
(TP). Lu: i i  M ay, JP (Tivf); lO May (:2), Urbana (l<C). 
Kentucky Warbler 
EA: 17 Apr. (3), Union Co (KM); 26 Apr. (male), Spfld (DB). 
rv1C. 3 1 ,  Uuion Cu, G iviay (TP); 4, Urbana, i 0 iviay (RC). LD: 
5 June, JP (PC);  23 M ay, Downers Grove (fide JP). Other: 1 3  
rv1ay, Brookfield Zou (fiUt! jF). 

Connecticut Warbler 
EA: 9 May (male), Spflcl (DB) ;  17 May, JP (PC) . MC: 5, Decatur, 
21 May (MD); 4, JP, 2 1  May (PC). LD: 1 June, JP (PC). 

Mourning Warbler 
EA: 8 May (male), Spfld (DB); 10 May (male), JP (PC). MC: 8, 
JP, 26 !viay (PC); 8,  Decalur, 21 rviay (ivlD) . LD: 1 1  June (rr1alc), 
JP (PC);  1 June (female), Urbana (RC). 

Common Yellowthroat 
FA: 15 Apr. ,  Clin.L (RC); 27 Apr. (2 males), JP (PC). MC: 58, 
Union Co, 6 May (TF); 54, JP, 1 0  May (PC). LD: 5 June (female), 
Chi (EW). 

Hooded Warbler 
EA: 14 Apr. (female), Spfld (DB) . MC: 7, Union Co, 6 May (TF). 
LD: 3 1  May (male), Spflcl (DB);  27 May, Downers Grove (fide 
JP). 

Wilson's Warbler 
EA: 7 May, Evanston (JE). MC: 16 ,  JP, 21 May (PC); 10, Spfld, 
18 May (DD) .  LO: 4 June, Charleston (Bl-I);  into June, Spfld 
(DD).  

Canada Warbler 
EA: 9 May, Spfld (OB) ;  9 May, Urbana (RC); 10 May (male), JP 
(PC) .  MC: 20, JP, 26 May (PC, TJ); 4, Spfld, 19 & 20 May (DD) .  
LO:  1 1  June (male), JP (PC); into June, Spfld (DB). 

Y cllow-brcasted Chat 
EA: 21 Apr. ,  Harrisburg (JD); 2 1  Apr., Orient (Franklin Co) 
(JS); 5 May, Spfld (DB); 9 May, JP (fide OM). MC: 7, Union Co, 
6 May (TF); 4, Spflcl, 9 May (DD).  LO: 29 May (2), Rock Cut 
S.P.  (Winnebago Co) (BG). 

S ummer Tanager 
EA: 17 Apr., Pine Hills (Union Co) (KM); 26 Apr. (male), Spfld 
(DB).  MC: 17 ,  Union Co, 6 May (TF). LO: 29 May (male), 
Urbana (RC). Others (north): 6 May, Kane Co (fide JP); 9- 1 1  
�v1ay, Skokie. Lagoons fl.P. (Cook Co) (PI-I,EVv', Bi.OU .) ;  1 5  iviay,  
Maple Grove F.P. (Du Page Co) (fide JF). 

Scarlet Tanager 
E A - �2 ;,pr. ,  Union Co (TF); 16 Apr. ,  Urbana ( RC); 2'I Apr., 

Evanston (EW). MC: 25, Urbana, 9 May (GL); 18 ,  U nion Co, 6 
May (TF). LD: 29 May, Urbana (RC). 

Northern Cardinal 
MC: 52, Spfld, 6 May (DD) ;  5 2, Union Co, 6 May (TF); 24, JP, 
6 May (PC et al.) .  

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
EA: 17 Apr., Union Co (KM); 21 Apr. (male), Spfld (DB); 27 
Ap1 . . :Ouuuc Cu (A.E). iviC: 24, Chi, 7 iviay lt':W ); ltl, UrtJana, Y 
May (RC); 20, Spfld, 9 May (DB).  Earliest IL spring record. 

Biue Grosbeak 
EA: 21 Apr. ,  Pope Co (TF); 22 Apr., Harrisburg (JD); 5 May 
(male), Williamsfield (Knox Co) (MDa). MC: 9, Union co, 6 
:1-,fay ('IT). Others: 20 May (male), Spfld (DB ) . 

Indigo B unting 
EA: 11 Apr. (2), Pomona (Jackson Co) (KM); 27 Apr. (4), 
Urbana (RC);  1 May, McHenry Co (DF). MC: 47, Union Co, 6 
May (TF); 30, Spfld, 9 May (DB) .  
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Dickcissel 
EA: 6 Apr. (male), Spfld (DB).  MC: 25, Monroe Co, 22 May 
(KM); 14, Spfld, 1 4  M ay (DB).  

Rufous-sided Towhee 
EA: 22 Feb. ,  Urbana (EC); 15 Mar. (2 maies), JP (PC).  MC: 18,  
Chi, 1 6  Apr. (JSa); 17, Union Co, 6 May ('l'f); 1 1 , Spfld, 6 May 
(DB).  LD: 26 May (fcmaie) (PC). Others: 14 Mar. ("Spotted"), 
Sang.L (DD) .  

American Tree Sparrow 
MC: 60, Spfld, 5 Mar. (DB) .  LO: 1 1  May, JP (KC);  1 4  Apr., 
Urbana (RC). 

Chipping Sparrow 
iJ/-\: 13 fv1ar., Dougias-I- Iart l"�atu1·e Ccait1.;1 (Cules Cuuui.y) (BI·I, 
m.ob.) ;  20 Mar., Giant City S .P. (KM); 21 Mar., M.Arb (DRi); 
6 Apr., Addison (fide JF). MC: 39, Spfkl, 26 Apr. (DB). 

Clay-colored Sparrow 
EA: 29 Apr., Urbana (RC); 7 May, JP & Chi (CA). MC: 5, CBG 
( 1 )  & Skokie Lagoons F.P. (Cook Co) (4), 10 May (LB ) .  LO: 27 
May (singing), KCP (RC); 2 1  May, Dragon L P.I'. (Du Page Co) 
(JSu);  18  May, Monroe Co (KM). Others: 9- 10 M ay, Urbana 
(GL, RC); 9 May (probable Clay-colored x Chipping Sparrow), 
Spfld (*DD); 1 1  May, Dragon L F.P. (Du Page Co) (JSu). 

Field Sparrow 
EA: 1 2  Mar. (7), M.Arb (DRi); 14  Mar. (4), Doone Co (AB);  1 4  
Mar., Sang.L (DD ). MC: 22, Union Co, 6 May (TF). 1 6 ,  Spfld, 
25 Apr. (DB). 

Vesper SpatTuw 
EA: 13 Mar., West Chicago (MS); 19 M<ir., Urbana (RC); 8 
Apr., LCal (WM). MC: 5, Spfld, 7 Apr. (DB) .  

Lark Sparrow 
EA: 8 Apr., Spfld (DB) ;  18 Apr., Union Co (KM, MSe, DK).  
MC: 3, Green River C.A. (Lee Co),  13 May (CMc, JMc); 3, 
Braidwood (Will Co), 6 May (JM). LO: 14 May, Saline Co (TF); 
1 3  May, Chi (GW, JL). 

Savannah Sparrow 
EA: 1 2  tv1ar., Duckhart (Sanga1non Co) OJI3), 13 iviai ., jp (KC). 
MC: 52, JP, 27 Apr (PC); 40, Pulaski Co, 13 Apr. (TF); 40, 
Franklin Co, 31 Mar. (LS); 20, Clin.L, 25 Mar. (RC). LO: 3 1  
May, J P  (PC); 1 2  May, Spfld (DB) .  

Grasshopp�r Sparrow 
EA: 9 Apr. Jefferson Co (TF); 23 Apr. ,  Du Page Co (JSu) (LB). 
MC: 23, Dragon L F.P. (Du Page Co), 7 May (JSu); 9, Clinton 
Co, 6 May (KM). LD: 28 May, Chi (JL). 

Henslow's Sparrow 
EA: l l  Apr., Harrisburg (J U); l u Apr. , J P (PC, RH); 16 Apr., Chi 
(JSa); 22 Apr., Clin.L (RC). Others: 4 May, Saline Co ('fl' et al. ); 
7 May, JP (PC). 

Le Contc's Sparrow 
EA: 14 Mar., Sang.L (DB). MC: 1 5 ,  Johnson Co, 1 8  Mar. (Tl'). 
LO: 2 1  May, JP (DP); 14 May, Chi (m.ob.) .  

�lrnrp-tailed �parrow 
LD: 29 May, Chi (JL) .  

l•'ox Sparrow 
EA: 20 Feb. ,  Harrisburg (JD); 26 Feb., Spfld (DB) ;  1 1  Mar., 
Dragon L F.P. (Ou Page Co) (JSu). MC: 27, M .Arb, 1 Apr. (fide 
EW); 25+, Urbana, 6 Apr. (RC). LD: 16 May, Lake Forest 
(EW,PH) ; 13 Apr. (7), Spfld (DD). 

Song Sparrow 
EA: 25 Feb (++), Du Page Co (fide JF). MC : 72, Dragon L F.P. 
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(Du Page Co), 25 Mar. (JSu); 38,  Monroe Co, 20 May (KM); 28, 
Spflcl, 24 Mar. (DD ). 

Lincoln's Sparrow 
UA: 31 Mar. (winlering nearby?), Murphysboro (RD); 26 Apr . ,  
Spfld (DB) ;  26 Apr., JP (RH). MC: 8,  JP,  l O  May ( KC); 6, Spfld, 
9 May (DD) .  J ,)): 29 May, JP (PC); 23 May, Spfld (DD) ;  19 May 
(2), Monroe Co (KM). 
Swamp Sparrow 
EA: 1 2  Mar., M.Arb (DRi). MC: 200+, Clin.J ,, 1 2 Apr. (RC); 83, 
Dragon L F.P. ,  28 Apr. (JSu). LD: 23 May, JP (TJ) ;  20 May, 
Spflcl (DB). 

White-throated Sparrow 
EA: 1 6  Apr. (2), Fermi (PK) . MC: 736, JP, 26 Apr. (PC);  200+, 
Urbana, 30 Apr. (RC). LD: 28 May, Chi (AS); 27 May, Urbana 
(RC). 

LeConte 's Sparrow, Jackson Park, Cook Co., 23 April 
1 995. Photo by Thomas Jackman. 

White-crowned Sparrow 
EA: 3 1  Mar., Railsplitter S.P. (RF); 2 Apr. (2), Boone Co (AB). 
MC: 74, JP, 7 May (PC); 30, Carman (Henderson Co), 10 May 
(MB a); 1 8 ,  Union co, 1 7  Apr. (KM) .  LD: 27 May, Cook Co (TF); 
20 May, Spfld (DB) .  

Harris' Sparrow 
EA: 5 May (ad.) ,  Decalur (MD). LD: 16-17 May, Poplar Grove 
(Boone Co) (AD). Others: 4 Mar. (overwintered), 1-ILCA (KM); 
7 May, JP (*PC); 8 May, Aledo (Mercer Co) (*DB); 10 May 
(ad.) ,  Carman (Henderson Co) (MBa).  

Dark-eyed Junco 
MC: 1 00, Spfld, 9 Apr. (DB) ;  49, JP, 26 Mar (PC). LD: 13 May, 
Brookfield Zoo (fide JF); 6 May, JP (KB, PC); 6 May, Chi (JL); 
2 May, Spfld (DD). 

Lapland Longspur 
MC: 200, De Kalb Co, 6 May (fide RF); 100+, Jordan Creek 
Wildlife Preserve (Vermilion Co), 13 Apr. (JS). 

Smith's Longspur 
EA: 1 1  Mar., Ranloul (RC). MC: 60, De Witl Co, 15 Apr. (MD). 
LD: 6 May (5), Wataga (Knox Co) (MDa); 6 May (6), Spflcl 
(DB) .  

Snow Bunting 
MC: 26, LCNP, 13 Mar. (CMc, JMc). LD: 2 Apr. (3), LCNP 
(CMc, JMc) . 
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Bobolink 
EA: 26 Apr. ,  Spflcl (DB); 29 Apr., DeKalb Co (RF). MC: 20, 
Union Co, 9 May ('1'1 1 cl a l . ) .  LD: 9 June (female), JP (PC). 

Red-winged Blackbird 
EA: 17 Feb, Spfld (DB ); 17 Feb. ,  Downers Grove (fide JF). MC: 
1 0,000, Spfld, 17 Mar., 10 Apr. ,  & J 2  Apr. ( J )B) .  OLhers 
(possible Red-winged x Yellow-headed Dlackbircl) :  1 Apr., 
Spfld (''DB). 
Eastern Meadowlark 
EA: 17 Feb. ,  Spfld (DB) ;  18 Feb . ,  Dragon L F.P (fide JF). MC: 
56, Dragon L F.P. (Du Page Co), 23 Apr. (JSu); 49, Union Co, 
6 May (TF); 3 1 , Spfld, 6 May (DB). LD: 28 May. JP ( KC).  

Western Meadowlark 
EA: 26 Feb., Splld (DB) .  MC: 3, Greene Co, 9 Mcu" (KM). 

Yellow-headed Blackbird 
EA: 17 Mar., Clin.L (De Will Co) (*RC) - (overwintering?);  
1 5  Apr. ( 4 males), LC al (WM). MC: 11 (8 males, 3 females), 
LCal, 6 May (WM). LD: 1 2-14 May, Will Scarlet Mine 
(Williamson Co) (DC, m.ob.) .  Olhers: 12 Apr., Spfld (DB) ;  
20 Apr. (3) ,  East Moline (PP) .  Earliest IL spring record. 

R usty Blackbird 
EA: 8 Feb . ,  Spfld (DB) ;  25 Feb., Kane Co (fide JF). MC: 300, 
Spfld, 6 Mar. (DB); 100, UCCA, 26 Feb. (KM); 80, Lockport, 
13 Apr. (CA).  LD: 1 1  May, Evanston (JE ) ;  6 May (6), 
Franklin Co (LS). 

Brewer's Blackbird 
EA: 1 1  Mar. (5), Dragon L F.P .  (Du Page Co) (JSu); 13 Mar. 
(male, female), B uckharl (Sangamon Co) (DB) .  MC: 45+, 
Jackson Co, 1 Apr. (RD). 

Common G rackle 
EA: 18 Feb., Urbana (RC); 19 Feb., Du Page Co (JSu). MC: 
20,000, Spfld, 6 Mar. (DD) .  

Brown-headed Cowbird 
EA: 4 Mar., Du Page Co (JSu) .  MC: 5000, Spfld, 6 Mar. 
(DB ); 265, JP, 19 Apr. (PC). 

Orchard Oriole 
EA: 16 Apr., Urbana (RC et al.); 28 Apr. ,  M .Arb (fide JF). MC: 
2 1 ,  Union Co, 6 May (TF). LD (north): 19 May, Chi (EW). 

Northern Oriole 
EA: 17 Apr. (2), Union Co (KM); 26 Apr. (male), Spfld (DB) ;  30 
Apr., Downers Grove (fide JF) . MC: 22, Lake Forest, 16 May 
(EW,Pl-1) ;  13, Spfld, 9 May (DB) .  
Purple Finch 
EA: 15 Apr. ,  M.Arb (fide JF). LD: 6 May (female), JP (KB, PC); 
6 May, Evanston (EW,JE); 6 May, Dragon L F.P. (Du !'age Co) 
(JSu);  21 Apr., Sang. L  (DB) .  

House Finch 
EA: 25 Feb., JP (PC). MC: 75, Homer, in May (JS); 28, Union 
Co, 6 May (TF); 17, JP, 6 May (PC et al). 

Red Crosshill 
25-26 Apr. (3) & 29 Apr. (all females), M . Arb (All .  & CA). 

Pine Siskin 
MC: 5,  Clin.L, 1 1  Mar. (MD). LD: 28 May, Chi (JL, m.ob.) ;  8 
May, Table Grove (Fullon Co) (TM) .  

American Goldfinch 
MC: 66, JP, 26 Feb. (PC); 46, Spfld, 2 May (Dil ) .  

Eurasian Tree Sparrow 
MC: 25, New Bos Lon (Mercer Co) (Pl'). Olhers: "Small popula­
tion eslablishing in soulh Knox County" (fide MBa). 
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EXOTICS & INTRODUCED 

Trumpeter Swan 
4-12 Mar. (2), Clin.L (MD, RC). 

Swan Goose 
1 2- 1 3  Mar., B uckhart (DB). 
Mandarin Duck 
Chi (Lincoln Park) - all winter & spring (m.ob.) .  

Eurasian Wigeon (red phase female) 
Chi (Lincoln Park) - all win ter & spring (m.ob.) - relcasec\ bird 
from the fall . 

Egyptian Goose 
2 1 -25 Mar.. LCnl (JL). 

Monk Parakeet 
JI' area birds mov ing into Hyde Park (PC, JL). 

Ringed Tu rtle-Dove 
23 Apr., Downers (]rove (fide JF) ; 29 Apr., Chi (JL). 

Addendum 

Glaucous Gull 
MC: 10 (2  ad. ,  2 su bad .  & 6 irrun.), LCal, 8 Mar. 1986 (JL); 9, 
(2 ad.& 7 imm.), LCal, 2 Mar. 1986 (RI3,m.ob.) .  

Great Black-backed Gull 
MC: 16 (13 first year,a 2nd yr., a 3rd yr. & au ad .) , LCal, 2 Mar. 
1986 (RI3,m.ob.) .  
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Send seasonal reports to: 

Fall Migration - (1 A ugust - 30 November) 
Due 7 December • Roberl Chapel, 

306 1 /2 Wesl California , Urbana, IL 6 1 801 

Winter Season - (1 December - 28 February) 
Due 7 March • Robert D<mley, 

2201 Clay Streel, Murphysboro, IL 62966 

Spring Migration - (1 March - 31 May) 
Due 7 June • Myrna Dealon, 

4540 E. Spruce St., Dccatm, IL 62526 

Breeding Season · (1 June · 31 july) 
Due 7 August • Vernon Kleen 

Illinois Department of Conservation 
N aturai 1 Iemage Di vision 

524 S. Second St., Sp1ingficld, lL 62701 

Springhouse begins where the 
travel brochures leave off. 

History, folklore, humor, recipes, and lettcrs­
always plenty ofletters. 

One-year subscription (6 issues) $1 5.00 

Springhouse 
P.O. Box 61 • Herod, IL 62947 

Tel. No. (618) 252-334 1 

. . . 
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INDEX - VOLUME 4 

This index includes the names of all bird species mentioned in articles in Volume 4, except for the Field Notes in which 

species are listed in taxonomic order and can easily be accessed by referring to the proper season. Articles are also 

listed by principal author 's last name. This index was compiled by Renee Baade. 

Anderson, Richard, The Illinois 1 995 

Spring Bird Count, 1 29 - 1 3 4  
Anhinga, 1 3 7 ,  1 3 8  

Avocet, American,5 1 ,5 4  
Biss, Richard, Shorebirds at O' Hare 

Post Office Ponds, I 0 1 - 1 04 
Bittern, American, 1 24 

Least,5 5 ,5 9 , 1 24 
Black, C .T . ,  New Early Records of the 

Western Kingbird in lllinois, 1 4  
....... Correction of a n  lllinois Great Gray 

Owl Record , 1 5  
Blackbird, Brewer's,43 ,54,58,84,88 

Red-winged, 1 3  1 
Bluebird, Eastern,84 , 8 5 , 89 
Bobolink,54,55 
Bolton, Dean, Providing Water for 

Birds, 1 9  
Buftlehead,86 ,89 

Bunting, lndigo,5,84,88 
S now ,54,59,82 

Canvasback,53 ,84,87 
Cardinal, Northern,5 , 1 1 , 85 , 1 3 1 , 1 36 
Catbird, Gray ,5 
Chapel, Robert, The Fall Migration 

1 994: Field Notes,66-80 
--·-·. The 1 995 Spring Season: Field 

Notes, 1 44- 1 5 8  
Chat, Yellow-breasted, 1 7,54 
Chickadee, Black-capped ,56,  1 3 1 ,  136 

Caroli na , 8 5 ,  1 3 1  
Chukar,88 
Clyne, Paul R . ,  Immature Cooper's Hawks 

Nest in Chicago,4-5 
Coot, American,86,90, 1 06 , 1 3 1  
Cormorant,Doublc-crested,21 ,46,57,84,88,  

1 30 
Neotropic,5 1 ,55 
Olivaceous, 12. See also Neotropic 

Cowbird, Brown-headed, 7, 1 3 1  
Cranes, Sandhill ,46,57,59 ,89,90, 1 3 1  
Creeper, Brown, 1 7 ,84,85 ,89 
Crossbill ,  Red,90 
Crow, American , 5 , 8 , 5 8  

Fish , 88 , 1 3 1  
Danley, Robert, 1 9 94-95 Winter: Field 

Notes, 1 1 0- 1 20 
DeNeal, Judy K., Backyard lister 

attracts 22 1 species on 
farmstead,5 8-59 

Dickcissel,54,55 ,59 
Dove, Common Ground-,63 

Mourning, 1 3 6  
Dowitcher, Long-bilkd , 1 02 

Short-billed, 1 02 
Duck, Harlequin, 1 30 

Ring-necked ,87 
Ruddy,86 
Wood ,5 ,84,85 

Dunlin, 1 0 1 , 1 02 

Vol. 4, No. 4 

Eagle, Bald,46,53 ,84,85 ,90, 1 07,  1 0 8  
Goldcn,85 , 8 8  

Egret,Cattlc,55,  1 22, 1 2 5 ,  1 2 6 ,  1 27,  1 3 0, 

1 35 
Grcat,2 1 ,46 , 88,89,  1 22,  124, 1 2 5 ,  126,  

1 27 , 1 30 
Snowy, 1 22, 1 24, 1 26 ,  1 30 

Eider, King,87 
Falcon, Pcrcgrine,46,89 

Praric,63 
Field Notes. See Chapel, Robert; Danley, 
Robert; Kleen, Vernon 
Finch, House,85,89 , 1 3 1 , 1 3 6  

Purple,85 
Fink, Todd, and Cynthia McKee, First 
Confirmed Nesting of 

Black-necked Stilt in lllinois,6-7 
Fjellberg, Annalee, and Adam Fikso, 

Nesting Pied-billed Grebes at 
Crabtree Marsh , 1 2- 1 3  

Flicke�, Northem,5 ,83 , 85 , 87,89 
Flycatcher, Aeadian, 1 7 ,  1 8 ,56 

Alder,59 
Lcast, 1 7, 1 8  
Olive-sided,56 
Scissor-tailed, 142 
Willow , 2 1  
Yellow-bellied,56 

Forcum, Karen A., A Cup of 
Prothonotary Warblers,20 

Frisc ia,  Sue, Backyard Bird High 
Cou nt,5 7 -60 

Gadwall , 84,85,88 
Gallinuk, Purple,43 

Gannet, Northem,62 
Gnatcatcher, Blue-gray ,90, 1 3 1  
Goldeneye, Barrow's, 1 06 

Common,86 , 1 06 , 1 3 0 .  See also 
Merganser, Hooded X Common 
Golden eye 

Goldfinch ,  American,56 

Goose, Branta X Anser, 64,65 

Canada ,5  ,54,63 ,64,65 ,84,87 , 1 0 1 ,  
1 07 ,  1 3 9,  1 40 
Greater White-fronted,54,64,65 ,86,  
8 8 , 1 39 , 1 40 

Ross' ,5 1 ,53 ,54,55,63 ,64,84,88, 1 40 
Snow ,54,63 ,64,87, l 09, 1 40 

Goshawk, Northe m,59 
Grackle, Common, 5 , 8 ,  1 3 6  
Grebe, Eared,53 

Pied-billed, 12, 130, 1 3 7  
Red-nec ked,55 , 1 32,  1 3 7  
Wcstcrn , 8 7  

Grosbeaks, Evening ,90 
Rose-breasted, 1 8  

Grouse, Ru ffed, 1 1  
Gull,  Bonaparte 's,47 , 5 5 , 89 , 1 40 

Califomia,47 
Glaucous,47 ,53 ,55,89 

Glaucous-wingcd ,47,48,49,50, 1 08 ,  1 09 

Glaucous-winged X Wcstem,50 
Great Black-backed, 1 07 
Herring,47,48,49 , 8 6 , 8 7 ,  1 08 
lceland ,49,50 
lvory , 5 0 , 8 6  

Lesser Black-backcd,47 
Littlc,47 
Mew , 8 8  
Ring-billed,47,84,87,90, 1 08 
Slaty-backed ,50 
Thayer's,49 ,55 ,87, 89 
Westem,49,50 
See also Gull Hybrids 

Gull Hybrids, 49 ,50 
Gyrfalcon, 1 07 
Harrier, Northem,53 ,54,84,85 , 8 6 , 89, 1 3 0  

Hawk, Broad-wingcd , 1 4 1  
Cooper's,4,5 , 5 3 , 5 4 , 5 6 , 8 6 , 1 3 1  
Red-shouldered , 42, 85 
Red-tailcd ,54,82,89,  1 3 1  
Rough-legged,54,84 
Sharp-shinned,84,86,  1 30 
Swainson's,44 

Herkert, James R . ,  Endangered and 
Threatened Birds of lllinois: An 
Overview of the Species and lheir 

Habitats,42-46 
Heron, Great Blue,5 , 2 1 ,87, 1 23 ,  1 24, 

1 25 , ,  126, 127, 1 37 '  1 3 8  
Grecn, 5 , 1 26 
Little Blue , 1 22 , 1 24, 1 25 , 1 26 , 127 
Tricolored, 1 26 

Hummingbird, Ruby-throated, 1 3 6  
This, Glossy ,6 l , 1 26 

White, 1 22,  1 3 8,  1 39 
Jay, Blue, 8 ,  1 3 6  
Johnson, David B . ,  A n  lllinois 

Christmas Bird Count Odyssey · Top 
to Bottom and Back, 82-87 

Johnson, David B . ,  Laurence C .  
Binford, Alan Stokie, and Walter 
Marcisz, First Confirmed lllinois 

Record of the Glaucous-winged 
Gull,47-50 

Johnson, David B., and Alan F .  Stokie, 
The Illinois 1 994 Christmas 

Bird Count , 87- 1 00 
Johnson, Lee G . ,  and Will iam Moskoff, 

First Hybridization Attempt 
Between A Violet-green Swallow and 

Tree Swallow,2-3 
Junco, Dark-eyed ,86 
Kaiser, Laurel Ann, Landscaped 

cornfield attracts b i rds,  1 3 6  
Kania1 Denis, and Peti.!r Kasper,  

Fermilab o ffers dive rsity in 
undisturbed environmcnt,5 1 -56 

·-----. Fennilab study is model bird 
survey ,54-55 

Kestrel, American,86 ,89,  1 3 1  

Killdcer, 5 8 ,84, 1 0 1 ,  1 02, 1 3 1  
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Western, 1 4,22,23 

Kinglet, Golden-crowned, 1 7  

Ruby-crowned,84 

Kite, White-tai led,  1 4 1  

Kiltiwake, Black-legged ,47 

Kleen, V ernon, The 1 994 Breeding 

Season: Field Noles, 25-40 

Knot, Red,5 1 

Lark, Horned ,54,5 8 , 82,83 , 84, 

8 5 , 87 , 1 0 1  

Longspur, Lapland, 5 4 , 5 9 , 84, 1 3 1  

Loon, Common, 5 3 , 8 8  

Pa�ifo..: ,90 
Red-throate d , 8 8  

Mallard , 5 , 84 , 8 5 ,  l 0 1  

Meadowlark, Eastcrn,55 , 8 2 , 1 3 1  

Western,55 

Merganser, Com!non,53  ,85 ,86 

Hooded , 5 3 , 8 4 , 86 

Hnnded X Cnmmnn Goldeneye,Rfi 

Red-breasted,53 , 8 6  

Mockingbird, Northern, 85 , 8 9  

Moorhen, Common , 8 8  

Moskoff, William, A Gathering o f  

Strangers: T h e  Biology a n d  Ecology 

of Colonial Hcronries, 1 22- 1 28 

------. The Status of Heron Colonies in 

Illinois, 1 24 - 1 25 

Night-Heron,Black-crowncd , 5 ,  1 22, 1 24 ,  

1 25 , 1 26 

Y ellow-crowned,43 ,  1 22 ,  1 24 

Noojibail , Gopaul, A Relationship 

Between Songbird Breeding Success, 

Small Mammal Abundance, and 

Fragmented Forests in East.:::m 

Pennsylvania , 7-1 1 

Nuthatch, Red-breasted ,53 , 5 6 , 90 

White-breaste J , 5 6 , 8 6 ,  1 3 1  
" '  I _ - - 0 ,,-
VIU�yuu w , o u  

Osprey , 44,53 , 137 

Ovenbird , 8 , 9 ,  1 0 ,  1 1 ,  17,  1 8 ,  1 05 

Owl, Barn,59 

Barred.83 . 8 5 . 1 3 1  

Eastern Screec h , 8 6  

Great Gray, 1 5  

Great Horned , 5 4 , 8 6 , 8 7 ,  1 07, 1 3 1  

Long-c::i reel i53 
Northern Saw-whet,64,84,88 

Short-earcd,83 ,85,  89 
Snowy , 5 1 , 5 9 ,  1 09 

Parakeet, Monk, 8 9 , 1 3 1  

Pdican, American White ,6 2 , 8 8 ,  1 3 0  

Phalarope, Red , 5 1 ,5 4  

Red-necked ,5 1 ,55 

Wilson's,44 , 5 5 ,  1 0 1 ,  1 02 

Phcas:int, Ring-necked,82,86 
Philip, Christine. See Williamson, 

Christine 
Phoebe, Eastern, 1 3 1  

Pintail, Northern,84,85 

Pipit, American, 5 8 , 88 

Plover, Black-bcllicd,54,5 5 , 1 02 

Lesser Golden- , 5 4 , 5 8 ,  1 02 

Piping,5 1 ,54,63 

Semipalmated, I 0 I ,  I 02 
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Rai! ,  E!ack ,59 ,  ! 3 2  
King,43,62 

Yirginia,53 , 5 9 , 88 , 1 3 1  

Yellow , 5 1 ,59,64 

Rcdhead,53 

Redpoll, Common,56,59 

Red start, American, i 8 ,56 

Robin, American,5 ,86,90, 1 3 6 

Robinson, Scott K . ,  Rare Summer Birds 

of the Lowden-Miller State 

Forest: ls this really Illinois?, 1 6- 1 8  

------. First Two Nests of 

Black-throated Green Warbler in 

Illinois, 1 7  
Sanderling, 5 1 ,54, 1 0 1 , 1 02 

Sandpiper, Baird 's,5 1 ,54,  1 02 

Buff-breasted , 5 1 ,54,63 , 1 3  I 
Lcast , 8 8 ,  1 0 1 ,  I 02 

Pectnral,5 8 ,  1 02 

Semipalmatcd, I 02 

Solitary , 5 8 ,  1 02 

Spotted , 5 8 ,  I O I ,  1 02 

Stilt , 1 02 

Western,54,63, I 01 , 1 02 

While-rumped ,54,63 , I 02 

Sapsucker, Yellow-bellied, 1 7  

Scaup, Greater, 5 3 , 8 6 , 8 8  

Lesscr,86, 1 3 5  

Seater, Surf, 8 5 , 8 6 , 8 8  

White-winged,64 

Shoveler, Northcrn,84,88 

Shrike, Loggerhcad,44,55,84,85 

Northern,55 ,64,84,87,89 

Siskin, Pine, 1 7, 89 ,  1 3 1  

Snipe, Comrnon,21 ,22,84, 1 02 

Sora, 5 3 , 5 9 , 8 8 ,  1 3 1  

Sparrow, American Tree , 8 3 , 8 6  

Chipping, 1 7, 5 9 , 85 , 8 6 , 8 8 ,  1 3 1  

Cluy-colored,43 ,53 
..-- • ...... Cl <"'  
C U I  d M i l l l  1 L t.: t: , O J  

Fiel d , 84,89 

Fox,53,84 

Grasshoppcr,54,55 

Harris' .5 1 ,53.88 

Henslow ' s , 2 1  

House ,54,59,85 

Lark, 1 3 1  

LeContc's,:'i l ,:'i1 , 8 5 , 8 8 , 89 , 1 41 

Lincoln's ,82,84,90 

Savannah ,53 ,5 4,55 ,83 , 84,90 , 1 J  I 
Sharp-tailed,5 1 ,53 ,63 

Song,5 ,83 , 8 4 , 85 , 8 9 , 1 3 1 , 1 3 6  

Swamp,53 ,82,83 ,84,85 ,89 

White-crowned,83,84,  1 3 6  

White-throated ,84,85,  1 36 

Vespcr,53 

Spoonbill, Rosen!c, 1 22 

Starling, European,5,54, 1 3 6  

Stilt, Illack-11ccked ,6 ,  7 
Swallow, Barn,2, I 0 1  

Tree,2 , 3 ,  1 32 

Violet-grcen ,2,3 

Swan, Mule , 8 7 , 8 8  

Trumpeter, 86,87,88 

Tundra ,53 ,55 , 86 , 8 8  

Tanager, Scarlet, 1 8 ,56 

Summr>:1 i 6 , i 8  

Teal, Cinnamon,5 1 ,53 ,55 

Gargancy ,51  

G rcen-winged, 84,85 

Tern, Artic , i30 , 1 40, t 4 1  
Blaek,53 , 1 40 

Caspian,53 

Common,44,5 1 ,5 3 , 5 5 ,  1 40 

Forstcr's,44,53,  1 40 

Thrasher, Brown,5,  1 1 ,82,84 

Thrush, Wood, 1 1 , 1 7 , 1 8 ,5 6  

Titmouse, Tufted , 5 5 , 8 3 , 8 5 ,  1 3 1  

Towhee, Rufous-sided ,84 

Turnslone, Ruddy , 5 1 ,54, l 02 

Vecry, 1 7 , 1 8  

Vireo, Bell's,2 1 ,5 4  

Red-eyed, 1 7 ,  1 8  

Solitary, 1 7  

Warbling,5 

White-eyed, 1 7  

Yellow-throated, 1 8  

Vulture, Black,84, 1 3 0  

Turkey , 5 5 , 5 7 , 84,90, 1 3 0  

Warbler, Black-and-white, 1 8  

Black-throated Blue,5 5 , 5 6  

Black-throated Green, 1 7  

Blue-winged, 1 7 ,  1 8  

Canada , 1 6 , 1 7 , 1 8  

Cerulean, 1 8 ,55 ,56 
Chestnut-sided, 16, 1 7 ,23 ,24 

Connecticut,56 

Golden-winged, 17 

Hooded, 1 8 ,55 

Kentucky, 16, 1 8 ,55 

Mourning, 1 6 ,  17, 1 43 

Nashville ,87,88  

No1them Paru l a , 8 5 , 8 8  

Orangc-crowned,53 ,56 ,85 , 8 8  
no• 1 ..., .:'.""1 <"' <"'  <"' r n n.  1 .., 1 1 A'l 
r1111;, 1 1 , J .J  , J J , J V , o 7 ,  l.J 1 ,  J "'tJ 

Prothonolary ,20 

Swainson's, 1 3 1 , 1 43 

Wann-eating, 1 8 ,5 1 ,55 , 5 6  

Yellow.5 

Yellow-rumped , 82,84, 1 32 

Yellow-throated, 1 6 ,  1 7 ,24,5 1 

Walerthrush, Louisiana,56 

Waxwing, Cerinr,86,  90, I 16 

Willet,5 1 ,55 , 1 0 1 , 1 02 

Williamson, Christine, Ovenbird 

chooses indoor atrium for winli.:!r 

feeding station, 1 05 

Woodcock, American, 1 0 1 ,  1 02, 1 3 1  

Woodpecker, Downy , 8 3 , 85 , 1 3 1 

Hairy,85,89,  1 3 1  

Pileated ,85,86,  1 3 1  

Red-bdlied,83 ,85 ,86,  90 

Red-headed , 83 , 8 5 , 8 6 , 89 , 1 3 1 

\Vr�n ,  Carolina ,55 , 8J ,34,85 ,89 ,  135  
House,84 

Marsh,53,54,  1 42 

Sedge , 2 1 ,55 

Winter, 1 8 ,5 6 , 8 5 ,  1 42 ,  1 43 

Yellow legs, Greater,87, 1 02 ,  1 3 1  

Lesscr, 5 8 , 8 8 ,  1 02, 1 3 1  

Yellowtl1roat, Common, 84,90 

Meadowlark 
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SUBMISSION IN1''0RMATION 

'T We welcome manuscripts , photographs, and i llustrations for possible publication in Meadowlark. 

'T Arlicle topics include unusual bird sightings and nes1 ing accounts, technical papers on bird research ,  
and other articles such a s  bird finding guides and field identification tips. Joy o f  birding articles will b e  
considered. 

'T Manuscripts should be typewritten or com-
puter-generated, double spaced and on only one side 
of numbered pages. Please send two copies of your 
manuscript and make sure you keep another tor 
yourself. 

SUBSCRIPTION INl'ORMA TION 

'T If you are able, submit a computer disc in ascii 
file or for Word Perfect 5 . 1 .  

"'r Include name, address, and day and night time 
phone numbers. Other pertinent i nformation about 
your qualifications and background is also helpful . 

Members of the Illinois Ornithological Society 

receiveMeadowlark, the quarterly journal, plus Wings 

Over The Prairie, the IOS newsletter. Members are 
also invited to special field trips, the annual meeting, 
and other IOS functions. 

"'r We prefer clear black and 
white or color print photographs. 
Color slides may also be accept­
able. 

"'r We reserve the right to re­
view and edit articles according to 
sty le, grammar, accuracy, and read­
ability . 

[0 Send articles, photographs , 
and i nquiries to: 

Sheryl De Vore, Chief Editor 
967 Braeburn 

Mundelein, IL 60060. 

[0 Pen and ink drawings are 
also accepted. Contact: 

Denis Kania 
1536 Preston Road 

Naperville, IL 60563. 

Our Focus 
is Clear 

Your Birding Experts 
2 1  1 2  Central St, • Evanston. IL 

708-332-2769(CROW) · 800-404-5959 

To join or send a gift subscrip­

tion, send your name or that of 

the gift recipient, address,  and 
telephone number along with fee 
to : 

IOS 
P.O. B ox 197 1 
Evanston, IL 60204- 197 1.  

B ack issues of Volume 1,  2,  3 
and 4 are still available for $5 
each. 

Fees: 
I ndividual $20 

Family $30 
Full-time student $ 10 
Contributor $50 - $99 
Supporter $ 100 - $499 

Sponsor $500 

NATURE'S  CORNER . 847-3 69-3636 
WILD HIRD PRODUCTS 

Almost 100 kinds of BIRD FEEDERS • More than 40 kinds of WILDLIFE FOOD 

Birdbatl1s, heaters, poles, houses, books, fieldguides, binos, scopes, packs and more 

NATURE'S GIFTS 
Art and limiLed edition prints, porcelains, musicals, mugs, tee and sweat shirLs, stone critlers, gardening and nature 

books, toys, puppets, puzzles, minerals, wind chimes, jewelry, cards, calendars, audio �md video tapes. 

WATER GARDENING SUPPLIES 
Pond kits, liners, pumps, filters, fountains, water test kits and pond care products. 

10-8 WEEKDAYS, 1 0-6 SAT., 1-5 SUN. • 566 S. Rr. 59 NAPERVILLE, IL 
ACROSS FROM THE FOX VALLEY MALL NEAR V l \NTlJRE 



Anhinga drawing by Walter Marcisz. Northern Illinois 

had its first record of this southern species last spring. 

See Seasonal Highlights inside for details. 


